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PEEFACE. 



Earlt in his ministry the compiler of this book was 
thrust into the office of superintendent, under circum- 
stances which made it imperative that he should be 
familiar with the rules and usages of the Body. He 
often consulted his copy of the octavo edition of the 
Minutes, and the excellent Compendium published in 
1842 by the Rev. Edmund Grindrod. He had blank 
paper boimd up with the Compendium, and — ^by 
transcribing year after year the new regulations — 
his acquaintance with connexional affairs gradually 
enlarged; and long experience has demonstrated the 
value of such knowledge in the fulfilment of a spiritual 
vocation. 

Nothwithstanding the copious work of Mr. Pierce, 
republished in 1868, and the more recent one of Dr. 
WiUiams, there appears a necessity for a handy digest 
containing all the information needed by thousands 
who are not likely to consult larger books. Several 
years ago the writer designed such a compilation ; but 
his circuit and connexional duties did not then allow 
the necessary time. 

He has not copied from other compilations. The 
arrangement is his own ; and on every point the 
authorized Minutes of Conference have been examined. 
To facilitate reference, when desired, the year in which 
rules were made is inserted. Observations occasionally 
introduced will, perhaps, commend themselves; and 
the suggestions offered — as, for instance, relating to 
chapel cases — are designed to assist young superin- 
tendents and other students of the Methodist economy. 
With the aid of the very carefully prepared Index, no 
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one need experience difficulty in finding any rule. The 
aim throughout has heen to provide for the Methodist 
people a correct^ a liicidf and an ample digest of their 
own rules and usages. 

With earnest wish that this fragment of work during 
supernumerary life may be of service to the church of 
his undying attachment, the writer humbly commends 
it to the blessing of Almighty God, 

Withtngtony Manchester^ 
February, 1883. 

P.S. — Since Section XV. was written there have 
appeared in the Methodist Recorder notices of a pam- 
phlet published in 1792 by the Rev. S. Bradburn, an 
itinerant minister from 1774 to 1816. The avowed 
purpose of the pamphlet was, "to remove prejudice, 
prevent bigotry, and promote brotherly love ;" and its 
republication would probably help to clear away some 
ofb-repeated misrepresentations. One suggestive fact 
may be quoted : " What is the Methodist Constitu- 
tion?" The Rev. John Wesley answered, in Mr. 
Bradbum's hearing, "As soon as I am dead, the 
Methodists will be a regular Presbyterian Church." 
Alongside with this may be placed, from Wesley's 
works, two other notable affirmations : " Lord King's 
account of the Primitive Chorch convinced me many 
years ago that bishops and presbyters are the same 
order, and consequently have the same right to ordain." 
" I firmly believe, I am a scriptural cTrwrKoiros (bishop), 
as much as any man in England or in Europe." — ^xiiL, 
218, 220, octavo edition. 
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SECTION I.— THE WESLEYAN-METHODIST 

CHUKCH. 

The designation which the Rev. John Wesley gave to 
those who were first joined in Christian fellowship 
through the ministry of himself and his brother was, 
" The United Society." This included members in 
London, Bristol, Kingswood, and elsewhere. Though 
Mr. Wesley had no wish to form a community outside 
the Established Church, a combination of well-known 
events made a separate commimity inevitable. 

As a matter of convenience the term " Society " has 
been perpetuated in the authorised publications of the 
Conference, but its use does not imply that the 
Methodist people are not a Christian church, for they 
have all the ministrations and ordinances that are 
essential to godly instruction and edification. The 
churches mentioned in the New Testament were 
select companies distinct from — in fact, called out 
of — the congregations which assembled to hear the 
preaching of the ambassadors of Christ, and by apos- 
tolical direction were united for the purposes of 
prayer, of singing, of partaking of the Supper of the 
Lord, of mutual oversight, and of conversation likely 
to promote brotherly sympathy, and to strengthen one 
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another for the faithful discharge of daily duty. — 
Acts ii. 41-2. Colos. iii. 16. James y. 16. Heb. x. 
24, 25. These inspired writings, and others of a like 
kind, show that what is called " the apostles' fellow- 
ship" was an essential element of church duty and 
privilege. The class meeting ought never to be 
spoken of as '^a test of membership." It is one of 
the privileges, and includes one of the duties, of mem- 
bership. Mr. Wesley was, undesignedly on his part, 
but (as we believe) providentially, moved to this 
arrangement, by which provision was made for Chris- 
tian fellowship among the Wesleyan-Methodists ; and 
more than a century's experience demonstrates its 
intimate connection with the maintenance of the life 
of Grod in the soul. Every genuine revival brings 
new proof of the eagemeaa of spirituaUy-awakened 
persons for the friendly commumon by which they 
may be helped in working out their salvation, and thus 
keep themselves in the love of God. Once for all, 
therefore, the compiler of this manual begs to state 
that in these pages the church and the society are 
synonymous — ^both terms indicate a body of Christian 
people imited for the purposes above described. 



SECTION II.— MEMBERS. 

ADMISSION INTO SOCIETY. 

A PERSON who turns from his sins, and seeks to live 
soberly, righteously, and godly, will be heartily wel- 
comed in one of the weekly clajss meetings. If he 
continues to afford proof of earnest solicitude for his 
salvation, the leader informs the minister at the 
ensuing quarterly visitation, who will admit him on 
trial by giving a note to that effect. He will also see 
that the candidate is presented with a copy of the 
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" Rules," No one is entitled to a full ticket of mem- 
bership imless he has met at least two months with 
the leader who recommends him; and the usage is 
for the ticket of admission to be given at the visita- 
tion of the class three months after reception on trial 
The period of trial may be extended, if the minister 
sees reason; and if the leaders' meeting declare a 
person to be ineligible for membership, the minister is 
required to withhold a ticket. These regulations 
manifest the desire of the Conference to take all 
possible care against admitting into the church per- 
sons whose moral behaviour will not bear exammation 
according to the Gospel. — ^Acts xi. 17. Compendium. 
See also Sec. Ill Leaders' Meeting. 

RULES OF THE SOCIETY. 

1, In the latter end of the year 1739, eight or ten 
persons came to me in London who appeared to be 
deeply convinced of sin, and earnestly groaning for 
redemption. They desired (as did three or four more 
the next day) that I should spend some time with 
them in prayer, and advise them how to flee from the 
wrath to come, which they saw continuaUy hanging 
over their heads. That we might have more time for 
this great work, I appointed a day when they might 
all come together, which, from thenceforward, they 
did every week, viz., on Thursday, in the evening. 
To these, and as many more as desired to join with 
them (for their nimiber increased daily), I gave those 
advices from time to time which I judged most 
needful for them ; and we always concluded our meet- 
ing with prayer suited to their several necessities. 

2. This was the rise of the United Society, first in 
London, and then in other places. Such a Society is 
no other than ^' a company of men having the form and 
seeking the power, of godliness ; united^ in order to 
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pray together ^ to receive the word of exhortation^ and to 
watch over one another in love, that they may help each 
other to work out their salvation," 

3. That it may the more eajsilj be discerned whether 
they are indeed working out their own salvation, each 
Society is divided into smaller companies, called 
Classes, according to their respective places of abode. 
There are about twelve persons in every class, one of 
whom is styled the Leader, It is his business — 

(1) To see each person in his class, once a week at 
least, in order 

To inquire how their souls prosper ; 

To advise, reprove, comfort, or exhort, as occa- 
sion may require ; 

To receive what they are willing to give towards 
the support of the Gospel 

(2) To meet the Ministers and the Stewards of the 
Society once a week, in order 

To inform the Minister of any that are sick, or of 

any that walk disorderly and will not be 

reproved ; 
To pay to the Stewards what they have received 

of their several Classes in the week preced- 

mg;and 
To Ed^ow their account of what each person has 

contributed. 

4. There is only one condition previously required 
in those who desire admission into these Societies, viz., 
"a deeire to flee from the wrath to come, to be saved from 
their sins" But wherever this is really fixed in the 
soul it will be shown by its fruits. It is therefore 
expected of all who continue therein, that they should 
continue to evidence their desire of salvation, 

FIRST, By doing no harm, by avoiding evil in 
every kind, especially that which is most generally 
practised. Such is 
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The taking of the name of God in vain ; 
The profaning of the day of the Lord, either by 
doing ordinary work thereon, or by buying or 
Belling ; 
Drunkenness ; haying or selling spirituous liquors^ 
or drinking them^ unless in cases of extreme 
necessity ; 
Fighting f quarrelling^ brawling ; brother going to 
law with brother; returning eml for evU^ or 
railing for railing; the tmng many words in 
buying or selling ; 
The buying or selling uncustomed goods; 
The giving or taking things on usury ^ i.e., unlawful 

interest ; 
Uncharitable or unprofitable conversation, par- 
ticularly speaking evil of Magistrates or 
of Ministers. 
Doing to others as we would not they should do 

imto us; 
Doing what we know is not for the glory of God, 
as — 

The piUting on of gold or costly apparel. 
The taking such diversions as cannot be used 

in the name of the Lord Jesus ; 
The singing those soTigs^ or reading those 
books which do not tend to the knowledge 
or love of God ; 
Softness, and needless self-indulgence ; 
Laying up treasures upon earth ; 
Borrowing without a probability of paying, or 
taking up goods without a probability of paying 
for them. 
5. It is expected of all who continue in these 
societies that they should continue to evidence their 
desire of salvation, 

SECONDLY^ by doing good, by being in every 
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kind merciful after their power ; as they have oppor- 
tunity, doing good of every possible sort^ and as far as 
is possible, to all men : — 

To their bodies, of the ability that God giveth, 
by giving food to the hungry, by clothing the 
naked, by visiting or helping them that are 
sick or in prison ; 
To their souls ; by instructing, reprovitigy or' 
exhorting all they have any intercourse with ; 
trampling under foot that enthusiastic doctrine 
of devils, that " we are not to do good, imless 
our heart he free to it J* 
By doing good especially to them that are of the 
household of faith, or groaning so to be; 
employing them preferably to others, buying 
one of another, helping each other in business ; 
and so much the more, because the world will 
love its own, and them onli/. 
By all possible diligence and frugality, that the 

Gospel be not blamed. 
By running with patience the race that is set 
before them, denying themselves^ and taking up 
their cross daily] submitting to bear the re- 
proach of Christ; to be as the filth and ofif- 
scouring of the world ; and looking that men 
should say all manner of evU of themfahely, for 
the Lord^s sake. 
6. It is expected of all who desire to continue in 
these Societies that they should continue to evidence 
their desire of salvation, 

THIRDLY, by attending upon all the ordinances 
of God ; such are, 

The public worship of God ; 
The ministry of the word, either read or ex- 
pounded ; 
The Supper of the Lord ; 
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Family and private prayer ; 

Searching the Scriptures ; and 

Fasting or abstinence. 
7. These are the General Rules of our Societies : all 
which we are taught of God to observe, even in His 
written word, the only rule, and the sufficient rule, 
both of our faith and practice. And all these we 
know His Spirit writes on every truly awakened heart. 
If there be any among us who observe them not, who 
habitually break any of them, let it be made known 
unto them who watch over that soul, as they must 
give an account. We will admonish him of the error 
of his ways : we will bear with him for a season. But 
then if he repent not, he hath no more place among 
us. We have delivered our own souls. 

John Wbslbt. 
May 1, 1743. Charles Wesley. 

recognition of new members. 

The Conference has declared " that it is very desir- 
able to adopt some more public and formal mode of 
admitting new members into the Society." Without 
ordaining any specific rule, the Conference recommends 
that new members be recognised at a society meeting 
or at the Lord's Supper. 1878. This formal mode of 
notifying the admission of new members is a revival of 
what was done in the early days of Methodism. 1744. 

ORDINANCES FOR MEMBERS. 

The LorcPs Supper. — Ministers are enjoined to see 
that ''this blessed sacrament be regularly and fre- 
quently administered;" and members are earnestly 
entreated " conscientiously to attend this sacred ordi- 
nance of God our Saviour at every opportunity." 1806. 
If any who attend our ministry, but who are not in 
society, wish to communicate at the Lord's table, they 
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can apply to a minister for a ticket. Printed tickets 
are kept on hand at the Book Room. Compendium. 

The Covenant Service, — Held on the first Sunday m 
the new year, and usually in the afternoon. Admission 
is by ticket Printed copies of the "Directions to 
Penitents and Believers for Covenanting with God" 
are published at the Book Room, Id and 2d. each. 

The Quarterly Fast, — At the Conference of 1821 
*' a special conversation on the state of religion in our 
societies " was followed by several resolutions, of which 
the following is one : '* We resolve that there shall be 
a regular observance of the quarterly fasts in all our 
circuits, as appointed by Mr. Wesley ; which are, the 
first Fridays after Michaelmas Day, Christmas Day, 
Lady Day, and Midsummer Day ; on which occasions 
public prayer meetings shall be held in all our chapels 
at those hours which may be deemed most convenient 
for the attendance of our people. At the Annual 
District Meetings, the Chairmen are directed to make 
particular enquiries concerning the conduct of the 
brethren in reference to this regulation." "On a 
memorable occasion, holy Daniel set his face unto the 
Lord God (mark the vigorous and instructive language), 
to seek, by prayer and supplications, the promised 
mercy for captive Judah. Not only so, but laying 
aside his official scarlet, he came to the throne of 
heaven ' with fasting and sackcloth and ashes.' Most 
touchingly and solemnly this patriot confessed his own 
sin, and the sin of his people Israel. Let us copy his 
example. It is our persuasion that a brighter day will 
rise on the world when pastors and flocks are more 
assiduous in these duties. Fasting (obsolete, alas ! in 
some professing circles) has been eminently blessed in 
former days as the means of self-disciplme, of close 
communion with God, and of victory in seasons of 
temptation." Conference Address, 1846. 
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The Weekly Class Meeting^ ^hen the leader, in the 
fulfilment of his duty to the souls of the members, is 
expected to "advise, reprove, comfort, or exhort as 
occasion may require ; and to receive what they are 
willing to give towards the support of the Gospel." By 
thoughtful notice of the duties and privileges of the 
Christian life, as set forth in Holy Scripture, every class 
meeting may be lively and edifying. Regular attend- 
ance, friendly talk (not formal speech-making), lively 
singing, and appropriate prayers will render these 
precious means thoroughly enjoyable to souls in 
earnest for holiness of heart and of life. 

Love/easts. — Intended to afford to the several classes 
a quarterly opportunity of coming together to 
strengthen one another in the heavenly way. In 
early Gospel times, those who were able provided a 
feast, to which they invited other members of the 
church, for the promotion of brotherly love. Tbr- 
TULLiAN, writing at the end of the second or the 
beginning of the third century, observes, " Our supper 
shows its character by its name, for it is called ayagnj, 
which signifies, among the Greeks, dilectio, kindness. 
However much it may cost, cost is gain when made 
for the sake of piety, if we may help a few poor 
persons by that refreshment ; not that kind of piety 
which parasites affect with you, glorying in the liberty 
with which they talk at a full meal, when they glut 
themselves and speak evil of their neighbours at the 
same time ; but which, in the esteem of God, consists 
in attention shown to them who are in humble cir- 
cumstances. If the occasion of the feast is honourable, 
do you judge of the order in which it is conducted by 
the occasion, whether it be consistent with religious 
duty. Nothing is allowed that is low or immodest ; 
nor do we take our places until tasting before of prayer 
offered up to God. Those that are hungiy eat until 

B 
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they are satisfied; they drink only as much as is 
useful to sober persons, and are but so satisfied as to 
be still able to remember throughout the night that 
€rod is to be adored by them. They speak like persons 
who know that God is listening. After having washed 
their hands and set on lights, anyone who pleases 
recites from Scripture, or in his own words, and sings 
praise to God, which proves that he has not taken to 
excess. The feast closes, as it began, with prayer. 
They then disperse, not to form parties of brawlers, 
nor to riot in the streets, nor to resort to houses of 
ill-fame, but to display the same regard to modesty 
and sobriety, so that they seem not so much to have 
received a supper as instruction."* When the apostle 
Paul wrote to the Corinthian church, he had occasion 
to give rebuke on account of improprieties at their 
Lovefeasts ; and similar abuses led ultimately to the 
abandonment of them. Mr. Wesley thought that he 
might restore the good features of the aycbn;, and 
directed the use of cake and water as expressive of 
communion ; to show love to the poor a collection is 
made for their benefit. The time is occupied in 
singing, prayer, and the relation of Christian experience. 
Admission is by ticket. A warm and lively Lovefeast 
has often been the beginning of a glorious revivaL 

Band Meetings. — ^The minutes of 1806 record : '' It 
is stated that some of the brethren have neglected 
to enforce band meetings, and that what are called 
Fellowship meetings have been set up in their place. 
Can this be permitted? Ans. By no means. We 
require all our superintendents to restore the proper 
Methodist meetings, wherever they have been super- 
seded or neglected, and not to suffer any person to be 
admitted into them without a note or a ticket from a 
travelling preacher." On every society ticket there is 

*Apologrt. xt«1«. 
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a large capital letter ; near to this, on some tickets, 
a b. These were to be given to persons meeting in 
private Land, and wonld admit them to the band 
meetings. It will therefore be seen that the original 
band meetings were not for all the members, but for 
the select portion who were in private band. If two 
or three men, or two or three females, wished for 
closer communion than they found in a class meeting, 
they were formed into a private band. *^ The weekly 
meetings, commonly called the meetings of the Public 
Bands, shall be established and attentively preserved 
wherever the number of those who meet in band will 
admit of it." 1812. 

Society Meetings, — They afford an opportunity to the 
minister of speaking to the members in a familiar and 
friendly manner on a variety of matters which could 
not so suitably be named in a sermon. At the Con- 
ference of 1745 the enquiry was put, "Should we 
permit any serious person to be present when one of 
our societies meet ? Ans» At some times we may, if 
he particularly desire it, but not always ; nor the same 
person frequently." In the Liverpool minutes, read 
at every District Meeting, there is the following para- 
graph : " Let us meet the societies regularly on the 
Lord's day ; and frequently on the week-day evenings, 
in country places where we do not preach on the Lord's 
day; and let us endeavour to make these meetings 
interesting and appropriate to our members, as such — 
by giving to our addresses an immediate reference to 
the state of the people, to the circumstances of each 
society, and to their peculiar duties, both personal and 
domestic, as professors of religion, and as Methodists ; 
and by frequently explaining and enforcing our own 
rules." 

Baptism. — "What direction shall be given con- 
cerning the administration of baptism among ns? 
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Ans. 1. Let that ordinance, if possible, be always 
administ.ered in the public congregaUon, 2. Let us 
administer it, in general, only to the children of our 
own members, and those of our regular hearers." 
1812. "Not at the close of the public service, but 
before the sermon." 1840. Both parents are to be 
present ; and the baptism must be registered in the 
book kept for that purpose. 

Wai<Si-Nigkt Services. — The Liverpool minutes con- 
tain the injunction, '* Let us revive, where it has been 
neglected, and promote in every place, the observance 
of those parts of our discipline which relate to watch- 
nights." 1820. 

OTHER REGULATIONS. 

The Dtte Observance of the Lord's Day, — " Let no 
books be sold at any of our chapels on any account on 
that day." 1804. Consequently, no plans, nor any 
other publications. "The Coi^erence, fully recog- 
nising the Divine institution and perpetual obligation 
of the Christian Sabbath, views with deep sorrow and 
alarm the growing desecration of the Lord's day by 
means of railway travelling and steam-boat excursions, 
feels itself called upon afresh to record its solemn 
conviction of the claims of that sacred day on the 
universal observance of Christian people, and to urge 
those claims, especially at the present time, on the 
members of our societies and congregations ; earnestly 
exhorts them to cultivate a more solemn and practical 
regard to that invaluable institution of Almighty €rod, 
and to withhold their sanction and countenance from 
every form of Sabbath profanation; and especially 
warns them against the attractions of ' cheap trains, ' 
and all other facilities to the infringement of the 
sanctity of the Lord's day." 1847. "All members of 
the society are required to observe the holy Sabbath 
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-with religious care, in accordance with the oft-repeated 
advices and directions of the Conference ; and, above 
all, with the abiding precepts of God's word." Com- 
pendium. 

Family Religion, — " We again earnestly enforce upon 
all the people under our care a conscientious and uni- 
form attention to this important subject, and solemnly 
exhort them to maintain the practice of daily prayer 
in their houses ; to have stated times allotted for this 
purpose; to fix their morning worship, for instance, 
just before breakfast, and their evening worship just 
before supper ; to make the daily reading of the Holy 
Scriptures a constant part of their domestic devotion ; 
to require not only s(yme but all the members of their 
respective families to be present at the time of family 
worship ; and to allow of no excuses, except in case of 
sickness or other unavoidable emergencies ; and, once 
at least in every week, to catechise their children and 
servants, and converse with them individually on the 
business of religion:" 1811. 

Against Worldly Conformity. — "Those schoolmasters 
and schoolmistresses who receive dancing masters into 
their schools, and those parents who employ dancing 
masters for their children, shall be no longer members of 
our society." 1792. "The Conference has observed, 
with sincere regret, the existence in some quarters of a 
disposition to indulge in and encourage amusements 
which it cannot regard as harmless or alio viable. The 
obligation which rests on Christians to * do all to the 
glory of God ' must be held to extend even to their 
recreations ; and recreations which lead to association 
with the ungodly and promote a trifling spirit, which 
indispose persons for devotional exercises, and do not 
harmonise with that use of *the word of God and 
prayer' by which the social intercourse of Christians 
should be hallowed, can never be safely or innocently 
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followed by any who desire to * adorn the doctrine of 
God our Saviour.' It behoves all such to keep at the 
utmost distance from evil, and to set an example which 
shall at once instruct and reprove the ungodly ; but 
this is never done when they approach as nearly as 
possible to the fashions and practices of an evil world, 
instead of obeying the injunction to 'come out from 
among them and be separate.' The original Bules of 
our Societies are express against such miisic and other 
diversions as do not accord with these general prin- 
ciples ; and subsequent regulations have specified 
dancing as incompatible with Christian propriety. The 
well-known rule which forbids the teaching of dancing 
in schools conducted by Methodists proceeds upon the 
principle of its unlawfulness, and was clearly intended 
to condemn and prevent the practice, not merely in 
schools and among pupils, but among Methodists in 
general. To the views long since indicated the Con- 
ference still entirely adheres; and it affectionately 
entreats heads of families to regulate their house- 
holds in accordance with them; and exhorts the 
younger members of society not to be * conformed to 
this world' — to practise self denial in relation to every 
subject which demands it — and to watch against every 
practice, however fashionable or fascinating, which 
tends to lower the tone of devotional feeling, or 
impair the influence of a Christian profession." 1856. 

Against Bribery. — " Extirpate bribery, receiving any- 
thing, directly or indirectly, for voting in any election. 
Show no respect of persons herein : expel all who touch 
the accursed thing." 1744. 

Of Marriage. — "Some of our members have married 
with ungodly persons. This has had fatal effects. 
They have either had a cross for life, or turned back' 
to the world. To put a stop to this, every preacher is 

ioined to enforce the Apostle's caution, ' Be ye not 
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unequally yoked.' Let all single persons be reminded of 
the injunction to marry *only in the Lord;* and 
exhorted to take no step in so weighty a matter with- 
out taking counsel of their parents, and advising with 
the most serious of their Christian friends." Com- 
pendium. " That on the great New Testament prin- 
ciple of submission ' to every ordinance of man for 
the Lord's sake/ the Conference is solemnly of opinion 
that the members of our societies are bound by the 
law of Christ to conform themselves, in all arrange- 
ments concerning marriage, to the institutions of their 
country ; and especially because in the very form of 
their enactment there is a national recognition of the 
Divine Will, as made known to mankind in the Holy 
Scriptures." The Conference therefore urges obser- 
vance of the law of the country with regard to the 
** degrees of consanguinity and affinity within the limits 
of which the Divine Lawgiver has prohibited marriage." 
1841. 

EXCLUSION FROM MEMBERSHIP. 

As stated in the Compendium, the far greater number 
of those who are separated from the society exclude 
thevMelves by neglecting to meet in class, and to use 
the other means of grace ; and so gradually forsake us. 
As to others, if a charge is preferred against any- 
one, he receives notice, and the case is heard at a 
leaders' meeting, the superintendent, or one of his 
colleagues on his behalf, presiding. The duty of 
declaring whether the charge is proved rests upon that 
meeting; and, if the charge be proved, the super- 
intendent must determine whether the claims of 
discipline will be met by reproof or suspension, or 
whether the fault be so grave as to call for expulsion. 
The Conference has, however, ruled that a sentence of 
expulsion shall never be given in the meeting at which 
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the inyestigation has been made, but that the super- 
intendent shall take at least one week for deliberation, 
during which time he must consult with his colleagues, 
and seek such information from individual leaders or 
other judicious and experienced members as may be 
helpful to the formation of his own final judgment on 
the subject. 183«5. Compendiuil 

Every expelled member has a right of appeal to a 
minor district meeting, to the annual district meeting, 
and to the Conference. Covpendiuh. 

If the superintendent believes that he is obstructed 
in his pastoral duties by the prevalence of a fsuctions 
spirit^ and has reason to conclude that the verdict of a 
leaders' meeting is contrary to the facts adduced on 
the trial, the case may be re-heard by a special circuit 
meeting, consisting of not more than twelve lay 
members of the quarterly meeting, to be chosen for 
the purpose by that meeting. The chairman of the 
district (or another minister of the district appointed 
by him) shall preside over the special meeting. Should 
the meeting pronounce the accused person guilty, the 
superintendent must administer discipline after con- 
sultation with the chairman and his colleagues ; and 
if the offending person is dissatisfied with his sentence, 
he may appesJ to the district meeting, and to the 
Conference. 

The province of the leaders' meeting, and of the 
special circuit meeting, is to declare whether the facts 
alleged are proved, and whether they are violations of 
the laws of God, or of our own body. 

If the quarterly meeting refuses to appoint a meeting 
for re hearing, or if the special circuit meeting gives a 
verdict in contradiction to law and evidence, or shall 
refuse to give any verdict, the superintendent may at 
once appeal, in the usual form, to the district com> 
mittee. 1852. 
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If an accused member be a trustee, his trial must 
take place in a meeting of leaders and trustees. The 
following is an explanatory quotation from the minutes 
of 1852. "The Conference declares that the rule of 
1794, providing for the trial of a trustee, is to be in- 
terpreted in the spirit of the subsequent regulation of 
1795 on the same subject; and that the trial of a 
trustee before the leaders' meeting of the particular 
society of which he is a member, together with the 
trustees of the chapel with which that society is con- 
nected, being themselves members of the society, shall 
be considered and held to be a legal trial, according to 
the aforesaid regulation of 1794. As it is evident 
from the practical interpretation of the rule of 1794, 
adopted shortly after its enactment, that it was not 
intended to remove trustees from the jurisdiction of 
the district committee, the Conference further declares 
that a trustee or trustees may be removed &om the 
society, as well as any other local officer or officers, or 
members of the society, by the authority and direction 
of the district committee, whenever a district com- 
mittee may be required to interfere with the local 
afiairs of any disturbed society.'' 1852. 

"When a charge is brought against any member 
resident in a place where no leaders' meeting is statedly 
held, the case shall be referred for investigation to the 
leaders' meeting of the principal society in the circuit 
town. The leader or leaders, and the society stewards 
of the society of which the accused is a member, shall 
be associated with the leaders' meeting for the pur- 
poses of the investigation." 1864. " If the accused 
person is a trustee, then there shall also be associated 
with the leaders' meeting, as above constituted, the 
trustees of the chapel with which the society of which 
he is a member is connected ; or, if there is no such 
chapel, then the trustees of the chapel in connexion 
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with the principal society in the circuit town. But no 
trustee shall, in either case, be so associated unless he 
is himself a member of society in the same circuit." 
1872. 

Disorderly Behaviour at the time of the Quarterly 
Visitation, — " When a class is visited by a minister for 
the renewal of tickets, and such offensive and dis- 
orderly language or conduct is voluntarily obtruded by 
a member present as in the judgment of the minister 
may render it highly improper for him to renew the 
ticket of that member until after private conversation 
with him, the minister may delay the renewal of the 
ticket accordingly. And if the result of such private 
conversation should be unsatisfactory, the minister 
may still retain the ticket, if he judge it right so to do; 
but, in that case, he shall inform the person concerned 
that he may demand a trial at a leaders^ meeting; and 
shall also report the case, first, to the next weekly 
meeting of the ministers of the circuit, and then to the 
leaders' meeting of that society to which the party 
belongs.'* 1852. 

Commercial Failures, — " To prevent scandal, when- 
ever any member of society becomes a bankrupt, or com- 
pounds with his creditors, the superintendent and one 
of the stewards shall talk with him at large. If a 
formal investigation be considered needful, a com- 
mittee shall be chosen by the leaders' meeting for that 
purpose, on the nomination of the superintendent ; to 
consist of two or more competent persons, members of 
society, who may or may not be members of the 
leaders' meeting ; the superintendent to be the chair- 
man. If, on receiving their report, the meeting shall 
conclude that fair accounts have not been kept, or 
that liabilities have been incurred without a reason- 
able, probability of meeting them, the superintendent 
shall proceed according to rule. On the appointment 
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of such committee — ^in the case of any leader, local 
preacher, or steward — ^tbe exercise of his fanctions 
shall be discontinued mitil his case is decided. If any 
of our members who have formerly failed in business 
shall afterwards, by the blessing of God, have acquired 
property, it is their plain duty to pay their whole 
deH.'' 1869. Compendium. 

Members JRemoving. — "Let no member removing 
from one circuit to another be received into society 
without a note of removal, signed by one of the 
itinerant preachers whence he has come.'' 1809. 
Printed forms are prepared ; and before a member 
leaves a circuit he should request a note from one of 
the ministers. An interview with a minister may, at 
such a time, be very helpfiiL If that be impracticable, 
the leader should be requested to obtain a note; 
better still, if the member apply in writing to one of 
the ministers. 

Members in Taunts having a plurality af Circuits. — 
Ministers are directed to advise and ' encourage such 
members to meet in classes belonging to the society in 
which they reside; and the Conference requires the 
maintenance of this usage in the case of local preachers, 
class leaders, stewards, conductors of prayer meetings, 
and exhorters. In very special cases only may the 
superintendent " consent to a temporary suspension of 
this principle." These regulations are designed to 
promote "the purity and good order of our body." 
1827. 

JUNIOR SOOIBTT CLASSES. 

The Conference of 1878 passed a series of resolutions 
relating to the formation and management of these 
classes. The members of such classes are to be enrolled 
in books provided for the purpose; no one shall be 
considered a member who has not met three months ; 
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each one shall receive quarterly from a minister some 
token or ticket ; a return of the number shall be made 
to the quarterly meeting in March, to the district 
meeting, and to the Conference ; the members of such 
classes shall not be liable to assessment for connezional 
fiinds, but, with due discretion, shall be encouraged to 
support the ministry by weekly contributions or other- 
wise; once a quarter an aggregate meeting of the 
classes is to be held, when a minister shall give an 
address, and ascertain whether any are eligible for 
membership in the church. When these junior classes 
are not in the hands of ministers, they may be entrusted 
to persons having the approbation of the leaders' 
meeting, on the nomination of the superintendent ; but 
such leaders are not members of the leaders' meeting. 
Once in the quarter the superintendent, or one of his 
colleagues, is to meet these leaders, in company with 
one of the society stewards, who will receive the 
contributions entered in the class books. 1878. 



SECTION III.— CLASS LEADERS. 

These valuable workers are appointed at the leaders' 
meetings, on the nomination of the superintendent.^ 
1797. Before nominating anyone, it is the duty of the 
superintendent to assure himself that the person has 
suitable qualifications, and that on doctrinal points he 
does not hold opinions " contrary to the total depravity 
of human nature, the divinity and atonement of Christ, 
the influence and witness of the Holy Spirit, and 
Christian holiness as believed by the Methodists." — 
1807. 

In the minutes of 1811, the following question and 
answer are recorded: ''Can anything be done to 
promote the holiness and usefulness of our leaders of 
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classes 1 Let a strict enquiry be made by the super- 
intendent preacher in the leaders' meeting, at least 
twice in the year, into the moral character of all the 
leaders, their punctuality in beginning and ending 
their class meetings in proper time, and everything 
that relates to their office." 

When a newly-appointed leader is introduced into 
the leaders' meeting, the superintendent is to *^ take 
that opportunity of stating the duties which belong to 
the office, and of enforcing them on all present. '' 1820. 

Class leaders are members of the circuit quarterly 
meeting. 

THE leaders' meeting. 

The leaders' meeting consists of (1) " The ministers 
and preachers on trial who are appointed to the work 
of the circuit. (2) The leaders of the society, the 
society stewards, the stewards of the poor fund, and 
any circuit steward or stewards who may be members 
of that society. (3) In future, when a secretary is 
appointed in any leaders' meeting, such secretary must 
be chosen from amongst the members of that meeting." 
1874. 

The original usage was, as stated in the ^' Rules of 
the Society," for the leaders to meet the ministers 
once a week, when they paid to the society stewards 
the contributions they had received in their classes, 
and informed the minister whether any of their 
members were walking disorderly, and whether any 
were sick. The minister could then, by a timely visit, 
admonish or encourage, as the case might require. 

In the year 1826 the Conference strongly urged 
ministers and leaders to be uniformly attentive to rule 
with regard to the meetings, and the examination of 
the class-books; and recorded, "Regular leaders' 
meetings have from the beginning been found essential 
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to the pastoral care and spiritual prosperity of our 
societies, as well as to the orderly transaction of their 
financial concerns." 

" The leaders' meeting shall have a right to declare 
any person on trial improper to be received into the 
society ; and, after such declaration, the superintendent 
shall not admit such person into the society." 1797. 
Mistakes having occasionally arisen respecting the mean- 
ing of this rule : " The Conference deems it necessary 
to state that it never was intended that the names of 
all those who are on trial should be laid before a 
leaders' meeting ; but solely this — That if there be, in 
the opinion of a leader, any reasonable objection to 
the character and conduct of any person who is on 
trial, such objection may be stated ; and, if the validity 
of the objection be established to the satisfaction of 
the meeting, a ticket shall not be given to the person 
so objected to at that quarterly visitation." 1843. 

Society stewards and poor stewards are appointed at 
the leaders' meeting. Compendium. 

The leaders' meeting elects one-third of the members 
of the Sunday School Committee; and "no person 
shall be continued as an officer or teacher who shall at 
any time be declared by the leaders' meetinc^ unfit, in 
respect of general character or of religious opinions, 
for the office he sustains, or for taking part in the 
Christian education of the young." 1827 and 1873. 



SECTION IV.— STEWARDS. 

SOCIKTT STEWARDS. 

Thbt are appointed at the first leaders' meeting fol- 
lowing the Christmas quarterly meeting, on the nomi- 
nation of the superintendent, and the vote of the 
meeting. 
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Society stewards are expected to be in the vestiy 
prior to divine service, and to bring under the notice 
of the preacher announcements to be made in the 
service, signed and dated by them ; to attend to the 
duly-appointed collections; to pay the connexional 
ones to the superintendent; to see that proper ar- 
rangements are made for Baptism, when that sacra- 
ment is to be administered ; to receive from the 
leaders the contributions made in their classes for the 
support of the ministry; to take charge of other 
sums for the same object^ and to pay the whole to the 
circuit stewards, at or before the quarterly meeting; 
to receive from the leaders the contributions to the 
"Yearly Collection," and to pay the amount to the 
superintendent ; to receive from the leaders the con- 
tributions in their classes towards the support of worn- 
out ministers and ministers' widows, and to pay the 
amount to the circuit treasurer. 

Society stewards are members of the circuit quarterly 
meeting. 

POOR STEWARDS. 

They are appointed in the same manner as society 
stewanis, at the same meeting, and imder the sam& 
conditions. Compendium. 

Their duty is to make provision for the sacrament 
of the Lord's Supper, and for the lovefeasts ; and to 
take charge of the o£ferings then given on behalf of the 
poor ; to attend the leaders' meeting, to make a record 
of the sums voted for the benefit of the poor, and to 
hand over to the leaders the amount for their respective 
classes. 

Poor stewards are members of the circuit quarterly 
meeting. 

OIROUIT STEWARDS. 

Circuit stewards are appointed at the (Christmas^ 



32 A HANDY DIGEST. 

quarterly meeting, on the nomination of the superinten- 
dent Compendium. 

The duties of circuit stewards are, to take charge of 
all contributions to the circuit fund; to report the 
same to the quarterly meeting ; to hand over to the 
ministers their allowances, and to discharge other pay- 
ments for which the circuit is liable ; to see that the 
ministers' houses are properly furnished; to initiate 
invitations to ministers, and to conduct the corres- 
pondence relating thereto ; to unite with the superin- 
tendent in auditing the accounts of trust property, 
settled under the Chapel Model Deed ; to attend cer- 
tain sessions of the District Meeting in May ; and to 
attend the Financial District Meeting in September. 

Circuit Stewards are members of the leaders' meet- 
ing of the society with which they are connected. 
1874. 

BE-ELECTION AND CHANGE OF STEWARDS. 

As several inconveniences have arisen respecting the 
change of stewards, to remedy this let it be observed 
that the office of a steward ceases at the end of the 
year, and no steward shall be in office above three 
years in succession, except in some extraordinary case. 
1795. Compendium. 

chapel stewards. 

Chapel stewards are annually elected at a meeting 
of the trustees. They let the pews and sittings, and 
receive all payments for the same. All monies received 
by them they hand over to the trustees' treasurer, if 
one be appointed. Some trustees do not appoint a 
treasurer as a distinct officer; in which cases the 
stewards have charge of the entire income and expen- 
diture of the trust estata They also have the care, 
under the trustees' meeting, of the property. If no 
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secretary be appointed, it will be the duty of the 
stewards to make correct entry, in a book provided for 
the purpose, of the minutes of all trustees' meetings, 
and to see that they are signed by the chairman. 



SECTION v.— LOCAL PREACHERS. 

Superintendents are directed by the Conference to 
give special attention to eligible and promising young 
men, with a view to their becoming local preachers ; 
and are to direct their reading and studies to that end. 
1874. 

The usual method of initiation is by the superin- 
tendent giving a note to a young man, requesting him 
to conduct a service, or part of a service, in company 
with an experienced local preacher, who reports to the 
superintendent. In many instances this course is 
repeated. If the reports be favourable, the superin- 
tendent submits the name of the young man to the 
local preachers' meeting, the concurrence of which is 
necessary to his admission on trial, and the insertion 
of his name on the plan. But " before any candidate 
comes upon the plan, on trial, the superintendent shall 
certify that he has passed a satisfactory examination 
in the Second Catechism, with the appendix, and in the 
elements of English grammar. 1874. 

" Before any candidate is fully admitted as a local 
preacher, he shall have been twelve months on proba- 
tion." 1876. 

^' In future no candidate shall be fully admitted as 
a local preacher until he has read the standard sermons 
of Mr. Wesley, and his Notes on the New Testament, 
and until he has passed a satisfactory examination in 
the definitions and Scripture proofs of the leading 
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doctrines of Christianity as there explained. Notwith- 
standing, such are the necessities of our work in some 
localities, that certain persons may be employed, as 
heretofore, in the capacity of exhorters, such persons 
having the approbation of the superintendent of the 
circuit and the local preachers' meeting." 1876. 

Every local preacher must meet in class ; he is not 
to preach in a circuit other than his own without the 
consent of the superintendent of that circuit ; he must 
not hold a lovefeast without the consent of the super- 
intendent ; and no minister who has been suspended, 
or expelled, shall be employed as a local preacher 
without the authority of the Conference. Compendium. 

The Conference has recommended the formation, 
wherever practicable, of a Theological Class in each 
circuit, for the purpose of assisting the local preachers 
in their theological studies. 1876. 

The superintendent is required to meet the local 
preachers quarterly, when inquiry is instituted as to 
the moral and religious character of each local preacher, 
and his attention to his appointments; the superin- 
tendent also consults the meeting as to alterations in 
the time of service, and the addition of places on the 
plan, and as to preachers on trial, or to be admitted on 
trial. 

Local preachers of three years' full standing are 
members of the circuit quarterly meeting. 1852. 



SECTION VI.— PUBLIC WORSHIP. 

Prayer, — " We strongly recommend all our people 
to kneel at prayer ; and we desire that all our pews 
may, as far as possible, be so formed as to admit of 
this in the easiest manner, and we request that the 
pews and pulpits be supplied with hassocks." 1802. 
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^' We request that all our chapels may he furnished 
with hassocks, or with kneeling-hoards, so that every 
excuse may be taken away from those who persist in 
the irreverent and unscriptural custom of sitting while 
at prayer." 1808, "0 come, let us worship and 
bow down ; let us kneel before the Lord our Maker." 
Psalm xcv. 6. 

Singing, — " We beg that our people will keep close 
to the excellent rules drawn up by our venerable 
father in the Gospel, Mr. Wesley, in respect to singing. 
The celebrating of the praises of the Most High God 
is an important part of Divine worship, and a part in 
which the whole congregation should endeavour vocally 
to join. It is, therefore, very indecorous not to stand 
up on so solemn an occasion." 1802. ''Let the 
original, simple, grave, and devotional style be care- 
fully preserved, which, instead of drawing the attention 
to singing and the singers, is so admirably calculated 
to draw off the attention from both, and to raise the 
soul to God only." 1805. "Let no anthems be 
introduced into our chapels (imless on extraordinary 
occasions, and with the consent of the superintendent), 
because they cannot be properly called joint worship." 
1796. 

The Duty of the Preacher. — " Let no preacher suffer 
anything to be done in the chapel where he officiates 
but what is according to the established usages of 
Methodism, knowing that he is accountable to God 
for whatever he does, or permits to be done, during 
the times he is in possession of the pulpit. Let no 
preacher, therefore, suffer his right to conduct every 
part of the worship of Almighty God to be infringed 
on, either by singers or others ; but let him sacredly 
preserve and calmly maintain his authority, as he who 
sacrifices this, sacrifices not only Methodism, but the 
spirit and design of Christianity." 1805. 
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SECTION VII.— THE CIRCUIT QUARTERLY 

MEETING. 

The quarterly meeting consists of the ministers and 
preachers on trial in the circuit, and the super- 
numeraries whose names appear in the printed minutes 
of the Conference; the circuit stewards, the society 
stewards, and the poor stewards ; the class leaders in 
the circuit; the local preachers of three years' con- 
tinuous standing, after having been twelve months on 
trial, they being resident members of society in the 
circuit ; and the trustees of chapels situate in places 
named on the circuit plan, such trustees being members 
of society in the circuit 1852. 1872. 

In some circuits one of the circuit stewards makes 
a record of resolutions passed by the meeting ; but if 
a Secretary be appointed, he must be chosen from the 
members of the meeting. The election is usually 
made at the December meeting. 

The business of the meeting includes a report of the 
income and expenditure of the quarter; the superin- 
tendent's report of the numbers in society ; proposals 
for the erection, enlargement, or purchase of chapels, 
schools, or other trust property; proposals for the 
division of the circuit ; and, occasionally, conversation 
respecting the work of God in the circuit. 

The following is a statement of the special business 
which belongs to the quarters mentioned : — 

March, — Invitations to ministers for the ensuing 
year. "The Conference unanimously and earnestly 
recommends that the quarterly meetings throughout 
the Connexion should defer such invitations till the 
March Quarterly Meetings." 1869. In regard to 
invitations, Home Missionary ministers are in the 
same position as other ministers. — Requests for an 
increase or diminution of ministers in the circuit. — 
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Nomination by the Superintendent of candidates for 
the ministry. — Consideration of applications for aid 
towards the cost of affliction or other charges on 
account of ministers' families, and to be signed by the 
circuit stewards. 1879. — Scheme for division of the 
circuit, if proposed. 1883. — Report of Day and 
Sunday Schools in the circuit, if there be time. — 
Enquiry whether the circuit stewards can attend the 
May District Meeting, and, if necessary, the election 
of a substitute by and from the members of the 
meeting. 

June, — Consideration of school statistics, if there 
was not time at the March Meeting. — Consideration of 
Memorial to the Conference, if any has been duly pro- 
posed. 1852. 1870. Must be in writing, and duly 
signed. 1874. 

September, — Appointment of circuit treasurer to 
Worn-out Ministers' Fund. — Superintendent to read 
" any new rule for the Societies at large " ordained at 
the preceding Conference. 1852. Compendium. 

December, — Election of circuit stewards for the 
ensuing year. If the circuit be under the care of the 
Home Missionary Committee, one steward to be 
appointed. 1878. — Report of the circuit treasurer to 
the Worn-out Ministers' Fund. — Appointment of circuit 
chapel secretary, and of the time of the annual United 
Trustees' Meeting. 1863. 

Circuits with only one minister are to be visited by 
the Chairman of the District, and, if practicable, at the 
time of a quarterly meeting. 1842. 

CIRCUIT MEMORIALS TO THE CONFERENCE, 

Instead of previous regulations the following were 
enacted at the Conference of 1852 : 1. That should a 
majority of the June quarterly meeting in any circuit 
be of opinion that it is desirable to address to the 
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Conference a memorinl or any oonnexional subject^ and 
agree to do so, that meeting itself subject to the T^;a- 
lations whidi foUow, shall ha¥e anthoritj to adopt and 
transmit to the Conference such a memorial ; and at 
soch meeting any member thereof may propose^ for 
consideration, the propriety of addressing a memorial 
to the Conference. 2. lliat not less than ten days 
previously to the June quarterly meeting, a copy in 
writing shall be given to the superintendent of the 
particular motion or resolution vhich any member of 
the quarterly meeting intends to propose as the basis 
of a memorial to the Conference ; and no proposal of 
which such notice has not be given shall be brought 
forward that year. But^ should the quarterly meeting 
adopt the mbsiance or principle of a resolution so 
brought forward, it may amend, as well as simply 
adopt cr reject, it. 3. A memorial, founded on su<^ 
motion or resolution, if approved by a majority of the 
persons present, shall be signed by them individually 
within a week afterwards. It shall then remain with 
the superintendent, who shall be responsible for its 
delivery to the President of the ensuing Conference, on 
or before the second day of its session. All memorials 
thus received by the Conference shall be referred to a 
Committee of its members; who shall carefully ex- 
amine, consider, and classify the whole, and present 
their report thereon to the Conference. 

''With regard to the subjects of such memorials, 
the Conference cannot entertain any proposals whidi 
are of a manifestly revolutionary character, or subver- 
sive of that system of doctrine or discipline which has 
been confided to it as a sacred deposit by Mr. Wesley, 
and which, as it believes, has also been committed to 
its keeping by the providence and grace of €iod ; neither 
can it sanction such memorials as involve a direct in- 
terference on the part of one circuit with the local 



QUARTBRJJY MBBTING. 39 

affairs or proceedings of any other oircuit," These 
resolutions were very cordially received by the Con- 
nexion. 

" The Conference resolves that, in future, no mem- 
orial can be received from the June quarterly meeting 
of a circuit except in manuscript" 1874. 

The Conference resolves that, in order that 
memorials from circuit quarterly meetings to the 
Conference may be received, the directions of the 
Conference respecting such memorials contained in the 
minutes for 1852 and 1874 must be observed. 1875. 

BOUNDAJUES OF CIRCUITS. 

Whereas difficulties have arisen from the want of ^ 
accurate and recorded definitions of the boundaries of 
circuits, the Conference directs that, in future, the 
boundaries of circuits which are divided shall be fully 
stated in the minutes of the district meeting to which 
they belong ; and that the secretary of the district 
shall send a copy of the record to be inscribed in the 
minutes of the quarterly meetings of the circuits con- 
cerned ; and that in such cases copies of the Ordnance 
Maps, or some other maps, of the localities concerned 
be coloured so as to show the boundaries, and deposited 
in the safes provided for the custody of the trust deeds 
of the circuits. The Conference further directs that 
these arrangements be made in all cases of alteration 
in the boimdaries of existing circuits. 1874. 

DIVISION OP CIRCUITS. 

The Conference of 1882 received the report of the 
committee, to which this business had been referred, 
and passed a series of resolutions in place of those 
previously existing ; but they must, according to law, 
be submitted to the consideration of the district 
meetings when ministers and laymen are present, prior 
to legislation at the Conference of 1883. 
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SECTION VIIL— TRUST PROPERTY AND 
TRUSTEES' MEETINGS. 

This section will contain details relating to the duties 
and responsibilities of trustees and superintendents. 

Trustees are appointed according to the provisions 
of the respective trust deeds. There is no rule as to 
the number for each trust, but it is not desirable that 
it should exceed twelve or thirteen. Inasmuch as 
trustees who continue in the society are members of 
the circuit quarterly meeting, they should not be so 
numerous as to obtain a preponderance in that 
meeting. 

Superintendents are required to examine, at a yearly 
meeting, the accoxmts of each trust property within 
their respective circuits. If the property be under the 
Chapel Model deed, the circuit stewards must also 
take part in the audit. This meeting is usually held 
early in the year, when the treasurer and stewards for 
the ensuing year are elected ; arrangements are made 
for the anniversary services; and other needfiil 
business is transacted. 

It is very important that minutes of all meetings 
should be duly entered in the book, and signed by the 
chairman. If, at any time, a superintendent is imable 
to attend a trustees' meeting, he can, in writing, 
request a colleague to take his place. 

The Chapel Model deed contains regulations con- 
cemiDg ordinary and special meetings, and the mode 
of summoning them. 

Prompt attention should be given to trusts which 
require renewal There is no need to enrol or register 
afresh, as the enrolment or registration of the found- 
ation deed is sufficient. 

A imited meeting of the trustees of all the chapels 
in the circuit is held not later than the early part of 
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April. The state of the several trusts is reported, and 
suggestions may be offered, but the meeting has no 
control over any trust. The minutes of this meeting 
are entered by the circuit chapel secretary. 

The annual chapel schedule, signed by the super- 
intendent and the circuit chapel secretary, should be 
sent to the district chapel secretary on or before the 
20th April. 

New trust deeds must be enrolled in Chancery, 
within six months of the date of execution, or sent to 
the chapel committee for registration. 1868. 

Before a new chapel is opened obtain consent of 
chapel committee, and get the chapel registered by the 
Kegistrar-General as a place of public worship. Fee, 
2s. 6d. 

Before any application is made to the Charity Com- 
missioners, the consent of the chapel committee must 
be obtained. 

The following hints may he found useful to super' 
intendents and trustees who have charge of erection or 
enlargement cases: — 

Cases of erection, enlargement, or purchase, require 
the consent of the superintendent, and the approba- 
tion of the circuit quarterly meeting. 

When an alteration is proposed the consent of the 
superintendent is necessary. 

For a definition of '* enlargement," see minutes for 
1872, and Section xviii. 

Where difficulties exist, or are likely to arise, pre- 
liminary correspondence with the general chapel secre- 
taries is advisable. 

Take pains in filling up the application schedule, 
and keep a copy for reference. If there be groimd 
rent, enter the capitalised value as the cost of land. 

When application for aid from the chapel fimd is 
contemplated, no amount should be put in the 
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schedule as part af the actual proceeds. Whatever 
the committee may vote will be towards the last 
fourth of the total cost 

The committee of the extension fund do not enter- 
tain a proposed case until the application has received 
the sanction of the chapel committee. 

If, owing to the urgency of your case, you intend to 
submit it to the district chapel sub- committee, apply 
to the district chapel secretary early enough to enable 
him to convene a meeting not later than the Thursday 
or Friday immediately preceding the monthly meeting 
of the general chapel committee. 

Should there be reason for departure from the terms 
agreed upon with the chapel committee, apply for a 
modification of terms, hp letter, with the signature of 
the superintendent and three trustees. Great incon- 
venience has arisen from the supposition that this is 
unnecessary if the trustees are able to provide three- 
fourths of the whole cost. There can be no reason for 
violating the promise made in the original application. 
A modification of terms can not be obtained after the 
case has been reported to the district meeting. 

The proper time for reporting to the district meet- 
ing is at the first annual May meeting following the 
completion of a year from the time of opening : that is, 
if the opening or re-opening take place between the 
middle of May, 1882, and the middle of May, 1883, the 
return will be due at the district meeting in May, 1884. 

Trustees who fail to observe the terms sanctioned 
by the chapel committee thereby deprive themselves 
of all claim upon the chapel fund for help towards 
their liabilities, as the committee has no power to 
grant relief to such cases except by special authorisa- 
tion from the Conference. 

The office of chapel-steward is noticed at the end of 
Section IV. 
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Liquidation of Chapd Debts, — If you propose seeking 
aid by loan only, you can at once apply direct to the 
cbapel committee; but if you desire assistance by 
grant, or grant and loan, the application must be 
recommended by the district meeting, or by the dis- 
trict chapel sub-committee. 

Interpretation of Trust Deeds. — The following is an 
extract from the decision of the yice-Chancellor in 
1835: "Although it may be perfectly true, to a 
certain extent, that the persons appointed trustees 
under the deed of 1781 might consider themselves 
called upon to execute their trust, with regard to a 
certain then-existing set of laws, it appears to me that 
if, in the progress of time, the persons who were 
trustees for the time being, as successors to the first 
trustees under the deed of 1781, received into their 
chapel a person appointed by the yearly Conference to 
preach, they must take that person into their chapel 
and deal with him, not merely on what is the general 
expression of the obligations of the trust deed, but 
according to all the rules from time to time enacted 
by the Conference, which, it is admitted on all hands, 
has been the supreme legislative and executive body 
since the death of Mr. Wesley." 

ICARRIAGES IN WESLETAN CHAPELS. 

The building must be a separate one, and certified 
according to law as a place of religious worship, and 
have been used as such at least one year. The registra- 
tion fee is <£3, which includes the cost of advertise- 
ments. If a new chapel be erected in place of one so 
registered, another application to the Registrar-General 
must be made, accompanied by the fee of £3, 

Marriage hy Certificate, — Entering marriage notice. 
Is. ; the certificate. Is. ; Registrar's fee, 5s. ; minister, 5s. 

Marriage by Licence, — Entering marriage notice. Is. ; 
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certificate, Is. ; the licence, ^l 10s. ; stamp, 10s. ; 
Registrar's fee, 10s. ; minister, the offering varies. 

In all cases the chapel keeper should be kindly 
remembered. 

A certified copy of the entry of a marriage may be 
obtained for 28. 6d. Of course the application for a 
certificate is optional. 

A personal iaterview with the minister before fixing 
the time of marriage is recommended. 



SECTION IX.— SUNDAY SCHOOLS. 

In 1817 and 1827 the Conference published Rules 
for these institutions. In 1868, after extended con- 
sultation with Sunday School workers, a new code was 
framed, as follows : — 

The Conference (1868 and 1873) approves the 
the following rules for the management of our Sunday 
Schools, and affectionately recommends them to the 
adoption of the Committees of those institutions 
throughout our Connexion : — 

GENERAL RULES. 

The General Principles recommended by the Confer- 
ence of 1827 (see Minutes) for the regulation of 
Wesleyan-Methodist Sunday Schools, shall form the 
permanent basis for the management of this School ; 
and therefore — 

I. It shall be conducted in distinct and avowed con- 
nection with the Wesleyan-Methodist Society; and 
shall, in every practicable way, be worked in harmony 
with its arrangements, and with a view to its increase 
and benefit. 

II. Its main object shall be to instruct and train 
scholars in "the doctrines, privileges, and duties of the 
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Cliristian religion;" and only so much secular teach- 
ing as is necessary to secure this end shall be given in 
it on the Sabbath-day. The Holy Scriptures, and the 
Catechisms of the Wesleyan-Methodists, shall be used 
as the means of such instruction and training. 

IIL The general management shall be entrusted to 
a Ck)mmittee, consisting of all the Ministers of the 
Circuit ; of the Treasurer, the General Secretary, and 
the Superintendents of the School, appointed as here- 
inafter mentioned ; of six, nine, or more persons, to be 
chosen as follows, viz : — one- third, being members of 
the Wesleyan-Methodist Society, by the leaders' meet- 
ing, in the month of December; one-third, being 
teachers, secretaries, or librarians, who are also mem- 
bers of the Wesleyan-Methodist Society, by a General 
Teachers' Meeting, in the month of December; one- 
third by the Committee for the time being, at their 
Ifuat meeting in December, from members of the 
congregation or subscribers to the school, who if not 
members of the Society, are nevertheless believed to be 
cordially attached to the principles and polity of 
Wesleyan-Methodism. 

lY. The annual meeting of the Committee and Sub- 
scribers, of which due notice shall be given by the 
General Secretary, shall be held as early as convenient 
in the month of January, to receive the Financial 
Keport, and the lists of the persons chosen in the 
manner above described, to be members of the Com- 
mittee for the ensuing year ; and to appoint a Treasurer 
and Auditors for the ensuing year. 

1. Subscribers within the meaning of this rule are 
those persons, not under twenty-one years of age, who 
contribute annually five shillings or upwards towards 
the support of the SchooL 

2. Those teachers who have attained the age of 
twenty-one, and have been fuUy received not less than 
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one year, shall be considered as having a right to attend 
and take part with the subscribers in the proceedings 
of the annual meeting. 

3. When it is deemed necessary, in addition to the 
annual meeting, a Public Meeting, to promote the 
interests of the School and of Christian education 
generally, may be held at any time of the year most 
convenient. 

Y. The Superintendent minister of the circuit shall 
preside in the Annual Meeting (Rule IV.) ; also in all 
meetings of the Committee, and in all meetings of the 
teachers. If at any one of the said meetings the 
Superintendent minister be not present, one of the 
other ministers of the circuit shall preside. If either 
at an annual meeting or at a meeting of the Com- 
mittee, no minister is present, the meeting shall appoint 
one of the officers of the Institution to act as its Chair- 
man. If at any teachers' meeting no minister is 
present, one of the Superintendents of the school shall 
preside. 1874. 

YL The Officers of the School shall be as follows, 
viz. : 1. A Treasurer. 2. A General Secretary, one or 
more Superintendents, and one or more Yisitors; to 
be annuidly appointed by the Committee. 3. One or 
more School Secretaries, and a Librarian; to be 
annually chosen by the Teachers' Meeting, subject to 
the approval of the Committee. N.B. — All the Cheers, 
with the exception of the Treasurer, shall be selected 
exclusively from the Members of the Wesleyan- 
Methodist Society. 

YIL The Committee shall meet at least once a 
quarter, and oftener, if required, with the concurrence 
of the superintendent of the circuit ; and five shall 
form a quorum for the transaction of business. 

Yin. The teachers, wherever practicable, shall be 
members of the Wesleyan-Methodist Society; but if 
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not, they must at least be regular attendants at the 
Chapel, of good moral character, heartily attached to 
the doctrines and discipline of Methodism, and willing 
to observe the Rules of the school. 

IX. They may be received on trial by the superin* 
tendent of the school ; and after a probation of three 
months, shall be nominated by him at a regular 
teachers' meeting, and elected by the meeting ; subject, 
however, to the approbation of the Committee. 

X. A united meeting of the Committee and Teachers 
shall be held once in every six months, or ofbener if 
need be, on some suitable week-day evening, expressly 
for the recognition of newly-appointed teachers ; when 
the Chairman shall present the rules, and give appro- 
priate advice and encouragement to the teachers ^us 
recognised. 

XI. Teachers' Meetings for enquiry, consultation^ 
and prayer, shall be held quarterly, previous to the 
ordinary meetings of the Committee. 

XII. In the selection of teachers for the elder classes, 
special attention shall be paid to their Christian ex- 
perience I and those only shall be so employed who are 
able to teach the scholars, clearly and fully, what they 
must do to be saved. 

XIII. No person shall be continued as an officer or 
teacher, who shall at any time be declared, by the 
Committee or the Leaders' Meeting, unfit, in respect 
of general character or of religious opinions, for the 
office he sustains, or for taking part in the Christian 
education of the young. 

XIV. The elementary books employed in teaching 
even the younger children shall be such as contain the 
largest portion of Scriptural instruction ; and the Holy 
Scriptures shall be regularly used by all who are suffi- 
ciently advanced. 

XV. Catechetical exercises shall form a constant 
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part of the system of the school ; and the Catechisms 
used shall be those published under the sanction of the 
Wesleyan-Methodist Conference. 

XYI. The School shall be opened and closed with 
singing and prayer ; and the Large Hymn-Book, the 
Methodist Scholars' Hymn-Book, or the Wesleyan- 
Methodist Sunday School Hymn-Book, shall be used. 

XVII. Neither the art of writing, nor any branch of 
merely secular knowledge, shall be taught on the 
Lord's day. 

XVIII. The Library, together with the school furni- 
ture, shall be the property of the Committee, without 
whose approval no book shall be introduced; and, 
wherever practicable, the distribution of books shall 
take place on some week-day evening, so as not to 
occasion, either to the Librarian or to the readers, an 
unnecessary and injurious diversion of any portion of 
the Lord's day from employments directly spiritual. 

XIX. No sales of books, or of other articles used in 
the school, shall be allowed on the Sabbath ; but suit- 
able facilities for the supply of the scholars shall be 
provided on week-days. 

XX. The meetings of the Committee, for ordinary 
business, shall not be held on the Lord's day; and 
teachers' meetings, if unavoidably so held, shall be 
fixed for such hours as will not interfere with attend- 
ance at public worship, society meetings, or the Lord's 
Supper. 

XXI. All the scholars shall be trained to regular 
attendance on public worship, at least once on the 
Lord's day. As many as can be accommodated shall 
attend the Chapel every forenoon; and the elder 
scholars, especially, shall be encouraged to attend the 
evening service also. 

N.B. — ^We earnestly entreat our friends who may be 
concerned in the future erection or enlargement of 
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chapels, to have this object in view, as one of un- 
speakable importance to the interests of religion and 
of our country ; and to include in their plans the pro- 
vision of large and convenient accommodation, not only 
for the adult poor, but for their children also. 

XXII. Whenever it is practicable, a select class, or 
classes, of those scholars who are seriously disposed 
shall be formed, for special religious instruction and 
prayer, and be met by pious teachers in separate class- 
rooms, towards the close of the Sunday afternoon, or 
on some convenient week-night. 

PRACTICAL DIRBOTIONS FOR INTERNAL MANAGEMENT. 

1. The Committee. — The general duties of the Com- 
mittee are, to devise means for raising the necessary 
supplies; to disburse the funds according to the 
requirements of the school ; and to exercise a vigorous 
control over all the affairs of the institution, in accord- 
ance with its established rules. 

2. The Treasurer. — The Treasurer should receive 
and pay all money on account of the school, under the 
direction of the Committee. 

3. The Auditors, — The Auditors should certify the 
accuracy of the Treasurer's accounts, by affixing their 
names to them, after they have examined them with 
the vouchers. 

4. The General Secretary, — The General Secretary 
should convene and attend all Meetings of the Com- 
mittee or of the Subscribers, take minutes of their 
proceedings, and prepare a written Report on the state 
of the school for the annual meeting. 

5. The Superintendents. — The Superintendents are 
responsible for opening and closing the school with 
singing and prayer ; for the admission of scholars, and 
the arrangement of classes and teachers ; and for the 
internal management of the school. 

D 
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6. The School Secretaries, — ^The School Secretaries 
should take charge of the school Registers and Journal; 
give notice of teachers' meetings, both to the superin- 
tendent or other minister, and to the teachers, and 
take minutes of their transactions; and furnish 
periodical reports of the condition of the school for the 
Committee. 

7. The Teachers, — Teachers are expected to be 
regular and punctual in their attendance at the school, 
and to accompany their classes to the house of God ; 
and to do all in their power, both by teaching and 
example, to promote the great end of the institution — 
the religious instruction and salvation of the scholars. 
A teacher, when prevented from attending the school, 
should either provide a proper substitute, or give the 
superintendents timely notice of his intended absence. 
Definite arrangements should be made for the visitation 
of absentee scholars, either by the teachers themselves, 
or by a visitor, or visitors, duly appointed. 

8. TTie Scholars, — Children, especially when coming 
from another School, should be admitted on the appli- 
cation of parents or guardians. Very young children, 
and adults, are best taught in a separate room. 

9. The Library. — ^Every school should, if possible, 
have a Library for the use of the officers and teachers, 
and such scholars as may be deemed worthy of that 
privilege. 

EXAMINATION IN THE CATECHISMS. 

The Conference recommends superintendents of 
circuits, wherever they may find it practicable, to 
make arrangements, in conjimction with the Sunday 
School Committees, for the annual public examination 
in the Catechisms of the children of our Sunday 
Schools; and that such examination shall, where 
possible, be held in the chapels. 1882. 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL CIRCUIT UNIONS. 

The Conference (1870) approves the following 
Scheme for the formation of Wesleyan-Methodist 
Sunday School Circuit Unions; and affectionately 
commends it to the adoption of the Committees of our 
Sunday Schools throughout the Connexion. 

OBJECTS. 

The objects of this Union shall be : — 

1. To establish mutual intercourse amongst the 
officers and teachers of the schools in town and 
country. 

2. To promote the opening of new, and the extension 
and improvement of existing, schools. 

3. To circulate information relative to the organi- 
sation and discipline of schools, as well as the best 
methods of instruction. 

4. To collect statistics, and report interesting par- 
ticulars and instances of usefulness. 

5. To stimulate and encourage those who are 
engaged in the religious education of the young in the 
circuit to seek greater spiritual results of their labours. 

RULES. 

1. All Officers, Teachers, and members of committees 
in connection with the Wesleyan-Methodist Sunday 
Schools in the Circuit shall be considered 
members of this Union. 

2. The business of the Union shall be conducted and 
its funds administered by a Committee, to be consti- 
tuted as follows : — 

The ministers of the circuit (one of whom shall 
preside at all meetings), the circuit stewards, a 
treasurer, two secretaries, the school superintendents 
and secretaries of committees, with one school 
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secretary and two teachers from eadi of the towir 
schools, and one school secretary and one teacher from 
each of the country schools; such secretaries and 
teachers to be annually chosen by the respective: 
teachers' meetings. All must be members of the 
Wesleyan-Methodist Society. 

The secretaries of each school shall be responsible 
for forwarding the names and addresses of the members 
of the committee elected on behalf of the school to the 
secretaries of the Union committee. 

3. The treasurer and secretaries of the Union, 
committee, and a deputation to visit the schools, shall 
be elected by the members of that committee, at the 
first meetmg in each year. 

4. The committee shall meet at least twice a year, 
to receive the reports of the deputation. 

5. All the schools of the Union shall be visited at 
least twice in the year by the deputation, who shall 
ascertain from the secretary of each school the nimiber 
of teachers and of scholars, with the average attendance 
of both ; the nimiber of teachers and of scholars who 
are members of Society, and the number of scholars 
in select Classes ; whether the school regularly attends 
Divine worship on the Sabbath ; to what extent the 
Conference Catechisms and Scripture Lessons are used ; 
and the state of the library. 

It shall also be the duty of the deputation to present 
a Report as to the books used in the schools, the 
modes of instruction employed, and the general order 
and efficiency of the schools. 

6. An aggregate meeting of the members and friends 
of the Union shall be held at least once a year for 
mutual encouragement and improvement, at which a 
general report of the state of the schools shall be 
presented, instances of usefulness shall be detailed, 
and addresses delivered suited to the occasion. When 
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•thonglit desirable, the preparation of papers or 
addresses, on given subjects, shall be requested 
previously. 

7. The officers of each school shall furnish the 
secretaries of the Union with such statistical and 
other information as they may require to complete the 
annual Report of the Union, not later than a fortnight 
"before the aggregate meeting. 

8. Any expenses that may be incurred by the Union 
shall be defrayed by each school contributing its quota, 
or by private subscription. 

CONNBX'IONAL SUNDAY SCHOOL UNION. 

The Conference (1874) receives the report of the 
special meeting of ministers and laymen, held April 
14:tb and 15th, 1874, in accordance with a resolution 
of the last Conference to consider the scheme for the 
formation of a Connexional Sunday School Union. The 
Conference also receives various resolutions relating to 
the said Union, which are submitted by the Education 
Committee; and agrees to the formation of a Con- 
nexional Sunday School Union, which shall be under 
the general management of the Education Committee, 
in such manner as it may determine, in harmony with 
the following plan, viz. : — 

Objects — 1. To promote the development of the 
Sunday School system, with the special design of 
securing greater spiritual results, and the gathering of 
Sunday scholars into the Wesleyan-Methodist Society. 

2. To promote a closer sympathy and relationship 
ibetween the school, the society, and the ministry. 

3. To promote union and co-operation among 
Wesleyan-Methodist Stmday Schools in the several 
•circuits, and to encourage the connexional element in 
the character and working of such schools. 
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4. To promote the establishment of Wesleyan- 
Methodist Sunday Schools, and the formation of 
circuit unions wherever practicable. 

6. To supply teachers with such aid and informa- 
tion as shall tend to the more efficient instruction of 
their classes. 

6. To collect and give information respecting the 
best methods for the organisation and management of 
Wesleyan-Methodist Sunday Schools. 

7. To obtain, record, and supply statistical details 
as to the condition of our Sunday Schools. 

8. To render aid in the supply of suitable school 
books and appliances, and of books for rewards and 
libraries. 

9. To promote sdch other purposes as experience 
and observation may, in the future, suggest for the 
benefit of the Sunday Schools of the Connexion. 

Further resolutions, relating to the operations of the 
Union, are given in the Minutes of Conference for 1874. 

In 1876 the Conference recommended the formation 
of District Sunday School Sub-Committees, consisting 
of the Chairman of the District, the District Educa- 
tion Secretary (who shall act as Secretary of the Sub- 
Committee), another minister, and three laymen, being 
members of society, who shall be elected by the Dis- 
trict Committee in September. One lay member shall 
retire annually by rotation. 

This sub-committee is to meet before, or during, the 
sittings of the district committee in May ; to receive, 
through the district education secretary, the circuit 
Sunday School schedules and reports, and the reports 
and balance sheets of the provincial centres and book 
depdts ; to report thereon, and on the Sunday School 
work of the district generally, to the district meeting, 
and to make such suggestions to it as they may think 
desirable. 
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This sub-<x)mmittee is further to act duriug the year 
as a district branch committee of the connexional 
Sunday School Union, in concert with the superin- 
tendendents of circuits in which meetings may be 
desired,, and in concert with the respective committees 
of any provincial centres, or circuit unions, which may 
exist, and whose interests may be affected; and to 
render such aid as may be advisable in competitive 
examinations of teachers and scholars. 

For regulations affecting provincial centres, see 
Minutes of Conference, 1875. 

The Conference authorises the observance of the 
third Sunday in October in each year as a day for 
special prayer on behalf of Sunday Schools and young 
people. 1878. 



SECTION X.— WEEK-DAY SCHOOLS. 

A " Committee on Education '* was first appointed 
in the year 1833, and from year to year the subject 
was considered by ministers and laymen. In 1840 a 
general plan .was submitted to the Conference, and 
cordially adopted. The scheme was printed in the 
minutes of that year ; and, with such modifications as 
experience has suggested, has been continued to the 
present time. In 1847 a site was acquired at West- 
minster for the erection of the premises named the 
" Wesleyan Normal Institution," so as to obviate the 
necessity of sending young persons for training to 
Glasgow. Owing to increasing calls for trained 
teachers, in 1871 the Minutes recorded, "The Con- 
ference approves of the proposal of the General 
Education Committee to establish a second training 
college, to be situated at Battersea, for the training of 
female students; and also of the proposal that the 
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existing college at Westminster be reserved henceforth 
for the training of male students." 

In 1872 the Conference appointed a large conmiittee 
of ministers and laymen to consider 'Hhe whole 
question of primary education," an abstract of the 
report of which is contained in the Minutes for 1873. 
In that year the " Plan of Wesleyan Education " was 
revised. It is as follows, with subsequent additions : — 

(I.) — Beligiotts Instruction and Worship. — Such 
schools shall be of a distinctively religious character ; 
and, as practical means to realise this important pur- 
pose, the following elementary arrangements are deemed 
indispensable, viz. : — 

1. The Bible, in the Authorised Version only, shall 
be the basis of all the religious mstruction; and a 
certain portion of every day, at least half-an-hour, shall 
be set apart for the devotional reading of the Holy 
Scriptures, with explanations by the teacher, minister, 
or duly appointed visitor, or for Catechetical instruction. 

2. The Authorised Wesleyan Catechisms shaU be 
used in all our schools, subject to such provisions of 
the Elementary Education Act of 1870, as are com- 
monly known collectively as " The Conscience Clause." 

3. Christian Psalmody — in which the Wesleyan 
Hymn Book, or other Hymn Book, published or approved 
by the Wesleyan Education Committee, shall be used — 
shall form a part of the daily exercises. 

4. The school duties of each day shall begin and 
end with Prayer. 

(II.) — Government. — Each Day-school shall be imder 
the immediate care and direction of a local committee, 
annually appointed, which shaU include the Wesleyan 
ministers of the circuit for the time being ; the officers 
of the school, such as the treasurer, secretaries, and 
visitors; and a suitable number of the friends of 
"lucation connected with our body, either as members 
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vf our society, or at least as worshippers in our 
chapels.* 

(III.) — Support, — The pecuniary support of each 
school shall be provided for by the local committee, 
from the weekly payments of the scholars, from local 
subscriptions and collections, and from any other avail- 
able sources. 

(IV.) — Teachers, — 1. Every teacher employed in the 
schools, or trained for them, shall be of a decidedly 
religious character, and in connection with the Wesley an- 
Methodist Society. — 2. Every such teacher shall be 
recommended by the superintendent minister of the 
circuit in which he or she resides ; and, previously to 
his or her actual nomination to a school by the Greneral 
Committee of Education, shall have been examined 
and approved by them or by persons deputed to ex- 
amine on their behalf. 

(V.) — School-houses, — All the School-rooms or 
houses built, or to be built, for Wesleyan Schools, 
shall be held in trust for the Connexion, in a manner 
similar to the settlement of chapel property among 
the Wesleyan-Methodists, and in accordajice with the 

^ In the case of Day-schools which are held in premises settled upon 
either of the School Model Deeds, the Ck>mmittee must be constitutea in 
detail as directed by the subjoined clause of the said Deeds : — 

" That the said school or schools shall be under the immediate care, 
direction, and control of a local committee of management, to be an- 
nually appointed as hereinafter mentioned, and which shall consist of the 
ministers of the said Connexion appointed and stationed for the time 
being by the said yearly Conference to, and in the circuit of, the said 
Connexion in whidi the said school or schools, and premises, shall, for 
the time being, be situate ; two trustees, for the time being, ox the said 
school-house or school-houses, or schoolroom or schoolrooms, and pre- 
mises, to be annually appointed by the trustees for the time being, from 
among themselves ; the society-steward or stewards, for the time being, 
<rf the Society of Wesleyan-Meuiodists, in immediate connection with the 
said school, or schools : and a suitable number (as circumstances may, 
from time to time, render expedient), being not less than six persons, to 
be elected and chosen at the Annual General Meeting of the subscribers 
to, and friends of, such school or schools, by the annual subscribers of 
not less than five shillings each, to the support thereof, of which suitable 
number two-thirds at least shall, at tiie time of their appointment, bo 
members of the said Wesleyan-Methodist Society." 
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provisions of the School Model Deed (fonnerly known 
as No. II.) adopted by the Conference in 1845. 

(VI.) — Statistics, — The secretary of each school shall 
be requested to furnish to the General Committee, 
through the superintendent of the circuit, an Annual 
Eeport of the state of the school, as provided for by 
Schedules and other forms of inquiry issued by the 
direction of the General Committee. 

(VII.) — General Connexional Aid and Co-operation. 
The Rules of the Conference are as follows : — 

1. The following questions shall be considered in 
each May District Meeting, during that portion of the 
business' of the District Committee when both minis- 
ters and laymen are present ; and the answers obtained 
shall be recorded in the minutes of each district, viz. : 
(1.) What is the number and state of the Wesleyan 
Sunday and Week-day schools in this district? (2.) 
Are all possible care and effort used to promote the 
formation and success of Week-day schools in connec- 
tion with our societies in this district ? (3.) Has any 
Wesleyan Day-school been discontinued, or transferred 
to other management, since the last May District 
Meeting; and, if so, have the directions of the Con- 
ference relating thereto been observed? Min. Conf,^ 
1874. 

2. Previously to the District Meeting, the superin- 
tendent in each circuit, or one of his colleagues appointed 
by him, shall make timely application to the school 
secretaries of each place in the circuit where a Sunday 
or Week-day school is established, for the information 
required for the filling-up of the Schedules provided by 
the General Committee; and after filling them up 
and laying them before the Quarterly Meeting, shall 
forward them as directed by the ConiEerence. (" The 
Conference directs that the Education Schedules, 
having been duly filled up and presented to the March 
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Quarterly Meeting, shall be sent by the superin- 
tendents to the District Education Secretary, not later 
than April 20th." Minutes, 1878.) 

3. The Education Secretary appointed by each Dis- 
trict Meeting in accordance with the Regulations of the 
Conference, shall collect the Schedules, summarise the 
statistics contained in them (see District Sunday School 
Sub-Committees), present to the District Committee 
in May a Report on the schools of the District, and 
transmit the Schedules, with any Resolutions of 
the District Committee relating to Education, to the 
Secretary of the General Education Committee. 

4. Arrangements shall be made upon each circuit 
plan for the regular visitation of each Day-school in 
the circuit, by one or more of the ministers of the 
circuit, for religious instruction and catechising during 
the time shown to be allotted for such purposes by the 
time-table of each school. 

5. It is earnestly urged upon all the Societies to 
promote the formation of Week-day schools in connec- 
tion with every principal chapel in each circuit, and to 
encourage the formation of school Libraries and Bible- 
classes, for the explanation, illustration, and religious 
application of the Scriptures, whenever practicable. 

6. The Conference directs that the statistics of the 
Day and Sunday Schools of the circuit be read in the 
March Quarterly Meeting ; but that if sufficient time 
be not then available for the discussion of the statistics 
and enquiry into the state of the schools, such dis- 
cussion and enquiry shall take place in the June 
Quarterly Meeting. 

7. The Conference directs all who are contem- 
plating the erection or alteration of premises for the 
establishment of new schools, to communicate with the 
Education Committee, for the purpose of receiving 
counsel as to the general eligibility of their projected 
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undertakings, and the adaptation of the premises to 
the system of instruction designed to be adopted. 

8. The Conference directs that in all ordinary cases 
of Day-schools conducted on Wesleyan Trust premises, 
no such schools shall be discontinued so long as there 
is a reasonable prospect of their being carried on with- 
out serious embarrassment. The same general prin- 
ciple shall apply to Wesleyan Day-schools conducted 
in premises rented for the purpose under the manage- 
ment of a recognised Wesleyan School Committee. 
When, however, the discontinuance of a Day-school is 
proposed, before such proposal is carried into effect 
the Superintendent shall consult the Trustees, the 
Managing Committee, and the Subscribers ; and if in 
any case there is a considerable division of opinion, 
the case shaU be submitted to the Quarterly Meeting 
of the circuit In all cases the general principle laid 
down by the Conference respecting the transfer of 
schools, namely, that the superintendents of the 
circuits, with the managers and trustees acting in 
concert, shall consult the Education Committee— shaU 
be adhered to. Minutes^ 1878. 

9. The Conference declares that it shall not be 
deemed to be within the power and option of a super- 
intendent to prevent the establishment or continuance 
of a Wesleyan Day-school, so long as responsible parties 
pledge themselves to bear all the financial cost and 
risk. MintOes, 1878. 

10. (t.) In view of the interpretation which is put 
upon Section XXIII. of the Elementary Education Act 
of 1870 by the Lords of the Conmiittee of Council, to 
the effect that any transfer of a school, settled upon 
our School Model Deed No. I., to a School Board, for 
any term whatever, for the purposes of such School 
BcMird, must be sanctioned not only by the signatures 
of the trustees, but by the Conference, testified by the 
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president in writing, the Conference directs that in 
every case in which the transfer of such a school is 
proposed, the superintendent, with the managers and 
trustees acting in concert, shall first consult the Educar 
tion Committee on the subject, and that if, for reasons- 
given, that committee recommends such a transfer,, 
the rules of the Conference in relation to the sale of 
trust property shall be applicable thereto — the Educa- 
tion Committee considering all questions affecting 
school management, and the chapel committee ques- 
tions affecting trust property, (it.) In respect to 
schools settled on the School Model Deed No. II., or 
on any other deed in which the consent of the Con- 
ference is rendered necessary for the alienation of the 
property, the Conference recommends the trustees to 
act upon the same principles as those laid down in the 
foregoing clause in relation to schools settled on the 
School Model Deed No. I. (m.) In all cases of 
transfer which may hereafter occur, the Conference 
recommends that provision be made in the instrument 
of transfer to secure the resumption of the premises by 
the trustees without their being required to reimburse 
any money laid out upon them by the School Board 
solely for its own purposes. MimUes, 1878. 

'* The Conference directs that the regulations appli- 
cable to the sale of Wesleyan-Methodist trust property 
shall also apply to the transfer of Wesleyan-Methodist 
school premises to school boards, under the 23rd section 
of the Elementary Education Act, 1870, in any cases 
in which it may be found that the consent of the Con- 
ference is necessary." 1873. 

" The Conference directs that the October examina- 
tion of pupil-teachers in religious knowledge be held 
on the last Saturday in October." 1877. 

" The Conference directs that any enlargement of a 
Schoolroom used as a Day-school, and not connected 
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with a chapel trust estate, the mcome of which may in 
the united judgment of the Education Committee and 
the Chapel Committee be available and sufficient for 
the payment of interest, as well as of any debt allowed, 
shall be subject to the regulations which apply to the 
enlargement of chapels." 1879. 

'^ The Conference directs that the District Sunday 
School Sub-Committees shall have charge also of the 
interests of the Day-schools in their respective 
Districts." 1880. 



Since 1874 several MiddU-dass Day-schools have 
been established in various parts of the Connexion. 
The sons and daughters of Wesleyan-Methodists may 
obtain in these schools a good education, associated 
with valuable Christian privileges. For General 
Regulations, see Minutes, 1875. 

The Wesleyan Colleges at Sheffield and Taunton have 
long maintained a high character. The more recently 
established Leys School, Cambridge, also provides a 
superior education. Resolutions of the Conference on 
one or more of these Institutions may be found in the 
Minutes for 1836, 1840, 1873, and 1875. 

For resolutions relating to the property at Wood- 
Tiouse Grove, see Minutes, 1882, page 239. 



SECTION XL— TRACT SOCIETIES. 

Jones' " Memorial of the Religious Tract Society " doea 
not mention the Tract Societies in existence among the 
Methodists. The institution which he extols, and 
which, indeed, has rendered invaluable service, was 
formed in 1799, seventeen years after Wesley and 
Coke had organised a Tract Society. Even so early as 
18th December, 1745, Wesley wrote in his Journal: 
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" We had, within a short time, given away some thou- 
sands of little tracts among the common people. And 
it pleased God hereby to provoke others to jealousy, 
insomuch that the lord mayor had ordered a large 
quantity of papers, dissuading from cursing and 
swearing, to be printed, and distributed to the Train- 
band. And this day,* "An Earnest Exhortation to 
Serious Repentance " was given at every church-door, 
in or near London, to every person who came out ; and 
one left at the house of every householder who was 
absent from church." 

The Wesleyan Book Boom publishes, under the 
direction of the General Tract Committees, a very 
large and constantly increasing number of Tracts, of 
which a catalogue is circulated for the convenience of 
local Tract Societies. Although the organisation of 
these societies is very simple, everything depends on 
regularity and punctuality on the part of secretaries 
and distributors. 



SECTION XII.— MINISTERS. 

1 . Candidates, — Candidates for the Wesleyan ministry 
must be nominated by the Superintendent in the March 
Quarterly Meeting, and every member of that meeting 
is under solemn obligation to vote according to his 
honest judgment of the fitness or imfitness of the 
persons so nominated. Candidates approved by their 
respective Quarterly Meetings are examined at the 
ensuing District Meeting, prior to which each one is 
heaxd pwach by three ministers, who sign a written 
report No one is eligible unless he has read Wesley's 
Notes on the New Testament, his four volumes of 
sermons, and the " Large Minutes." If he has resided 

* National Fast. 



64 A HANDT DIGEST. 

for a shorter period than two years in the circuit in 
which he is nominated, special enquiry must be made 
of his former Superintendent^ whose report is given to 
the District Meeting. In each case the Superintendent 
presents a written character, and is expected to inform 
the Committee whether the vote of the Quarterly 
Meeting was unanimous. No married candidate can 
be accepted without a written and properly attested 
engagement respecting ^e support of his wife and 
children, if any.* Whenever the vote of the District 
Meeting is a divided one, the numbers are recorded. 
An arrangement is also made for a minister in the 
District to hear the candidate preach, and his report is 
to be sent direct to the general secretaries of the 
Examination Conmiittee, prior to the meeting of that 
Committee in July. The opinion of that Committee 
is reported to the Conference when the names of the 
candidates are submitted. Of those received by the 
Conference some are entered for the Theological Insti- 
tution, some are placed on the President's List of 
Reserve, some are allocated for foreign service, and, if 
necessary, some are at once appointed to circuit work. 
See Minutes for 1882, page 203. Candidates appointed 
to circuits by the President before Christmas, are con- 
sidered at the ensuing Conference as having travelled 
one year. 1812. 

2. Probationers, — Candidates who remain three years 
at the Institution are regarded as having travelled one 
year, provided no objection is offered by the committee 
of discipline. The full period of probation is four 
year& In each year all probationers are examined in 
the month of April, and the report is communicated 

* "Let no preacher be reoeived ('married *) unleaa he can bring, in 
writing, such an aooount of his income, signed by the i^ssistant, as shall 
satisfy the Conference. If any person shall propooe to keep a preachex's 
wife, or children, he shall give a bcmd to the Conference for the tarn he 
is to allow." 1791. 
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to the District Committee, when the Book Lists are 
considered. If practicable, each probationer is to 
preach daring the District meeting. 1864. In his 
fourth year every candidate is examined in the District, 
meeting, and three ministers who have heard him 
preach give an oral report. Should that meeting 
recommend him, and his examinations at the Con- 
ference be satisfactory, he will be received into full 
connexion, and be ordained jto the full work of the 
ministry. — For details respecting examinations, see 
Minutes for 1882, page 197. The Conference directs 
that the following extract from the Minutes of 1815, 
pp. 122-23, shall be re-printed: "Those preachers on 
trial who do not already possess Mr. Wesley's works 
are required to procure them during the period of 
their probation ; and shall be allowed to pay for them 
to our book-steward by such instalments, if they desire 
it, as may best suit their convenience.'* 1882. 

3. Pastoral Duties. — These are stated comprehen- 
sively in the Minutes for 1820, 1821, 1835, 1847, and 
1875. Among them a prominent place is given to two 
good old ways — the children's meeting on a week-day 
afternoon, and the frequent meeting of the society on 
the Sunday evening, after public service, in towns; 
and on the week evening in country places not visited 
by ministers on Sundays. See Bules and Besolutions 
ut the end of this section. 

4. Marriage of Ministers, — The rules require, consul- 
tation with brethren, particularly the superintendent ; 
to marry only in the Lord; to marry none but a 
member of society, except under very peculiar circum- 
stances (1824) ; to obtain previously the consent of the 
parents. 1809. 

5. Return to Circuits. ^In 1866 the Conference 
resolved, "That the rule of 1807, that in future no 
preacher is to return to a circuit, where he has before 

£ 
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been stationed, till he has been absent from it eight 
years, be altered as far as Scotland is concerned, so as 
to mak^ the period three years instead of eight." And 
in 1873 the Conference resolved, "That the period 
at the end of which a minister may be allowed to 
return to a circuit shall be changed &om eight to six 
years." 

6. Attendance at Official Meetings, — "Mistakes having 
arisen on this subject, the Conference deems it proper 
and necessary to declare that all the ministers and 
preachers on trial appointed to a circuit have a consti- 
tutional right to take part as members in our leaders' 
meetings, and in all other official meetings of the 
circuits to which they are appointed." 1852. 

7. Trial of Accused Ministers, — Whenever a Chair- 
man receives a complaint against a minister or preacher 
on trial he must give full information to the accused 
in writing before any meeting is held. 1792. See also 
1807. To prevent unnecessary delay and expense, a 
Minor District Meeting may be convened, consisting of 
the Chairman and four other ministers in the District, 
two to be chosen by the accuser, and two by the 
accused. 1793. If either party refuses or declines to 
choose two ministers, the Chairman is empowered and 
directed to nominate them, so that the number re- 
quired by rule may be made up. 1844. " When the 
accused preacher's circuit is so distant from the locality 
in which the charges arise that, in the judgment of the 
Chairman of the District, sanctioned by the concur- 
rent opinion of the President, a serious hindrance 
vrould be caused to the attendance of witnesses, it is 
resolved that the case may be tried in a Minor or 
Regular District Meeting of that District from which 
the charges are preferred ; but the proceedings shall 
be fully reported to the Chairman of the District in 
which the preacher is stationed, to the May District 
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Meeting of that District, and to the President of the 
Conference." 1840. In all other cases the Minor 
District Meeting must be held in the District in which 
the accused party resides. 1870. The meeting has 
power to suspend a minister ; but an appeal may be 
made to the Annual District Meeting in May, and to 
the Conference. In either case notice of appeal must 
be given to the Chairman. 

The following resolution was passed in 1876 : "The 
Conference declares that if, in any cajse, it appears to 
the Chairman of a District that a demand for a Minor 
District Meeting rests upon charges which are frivolous 
or vexatious, it is deemed to be within his discretionary 
power to decline to summon such a meeting, subject, 
however, to an appeal to the District Committee, or to 
the Conference, on the part of any of the persons con- 
cerned." 

In 1835 the Conference deemed it expedient, on 
account of recent occurrences, to reassert, by declara- 
tory resolutions, certain rules and usages which indi- 
viduals had attempted to contradict and pervert, and 
therefore unanimously declared as follows ; namely — 

(1.) "That not only the Conference, but all its Dis- 
trict committees, whether ordinary or special, possess 
the undoubted right of instituting, in their official and 
collective character, any enquiry or investigation which 
they may deem expedient into the moral, Christian, or 
ministerial conduct of the preachers under their care, 
even although no formal or regular accusation may 
have been previously announced on the part of any 
individual; and that they have also the authority 
of coming to such decisions thereupon, as to them may 
seem most conformable to the laws of the New Testa- 
ment, and to the rules and usages of our Connexion. 
In the District meetings, especially, the Chairman has 
the official right of originating such enquiries, if he 
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think necessary ; because our rule declares, ' the Chair- 
man of each District, in conjunction with his brethren 
of the Committee, shall be responsible to the Conference 
for the execution of the laws, as far as his District is 
concerned.' " 

(2.) '' That all preachers who desire to remain in 
ministerial conuuunion with us are considered as 
retaining that commimion on the distinct condition 
that they hold themselves indiyiduallj pledged to 
submit, in a peaceable and Christian spirit, to the 
usual disciplinary investigations, not only of the Con- 
ference, but of all its District committees, whether 
ordinary or special, when summoned according to our 
rules and usages ; and that any preacher who refuses 
to submit to the friendly examination of the Chairman 
and of the other brethren, or to take his trial, regularly 
and formally, before the preachers either of an ordinaiy 
or of a special District committee, when duly required 
so to do, shall be considered as, ipso facto, incurring 
the penalty of suspension imtil the ensuing Conference; 
because no possible security can be found even against 
the worst forms of moral or ministerial delinquency, if 
persons charged with any misconduct, and summoned 
to trial, be allowed to evade, with impunity, our 
established modes of investigation." 

8. Home Missionary Ministers. — Ministers appointed 
to Home Mission work hold the same relation to 
District Committees and the Conference as other 
ministers. For regulations as to their special work, 
including the relation they hold to their superinten- 
dents, see Section XIX. 

9. SuperintenderUs. — As the chief pastor, the super- 
intendent is not only to see that his colleagues observe 
their duties, but is regularly to meet them for the 
purpose of consultation ; and is expected to treat those 
^ho are in full connexion as co-pastors, whose opinion 
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he should seek on all important affairs of administration 
in his circuit. To colleagues who are probationers 
he should act the part of a guide, giving them all 
possible help and encouragement in their studies. 
Without attempting to name every detail of the 
superintendent's duty, we may observe that he is to 
arrange for the public services, the sacraments, 
visitation of the classes, lovefeasts, and society meet- 
ings, in the several places in his circuit. He is 
responsible for the appointment and re-election of 
circuit and other stewards, and for the change of those 
who have been in office three years, except in extra- 
ordinary circumstances. He is to take care that 
tickets are not given to those who have ceased to meet 
in class, and that the return of the number of members 
be according to the tickets given, without abridgment 
or deduction. 1831. When a new leader takes his 
place in a leaders' meeting, the superintendent is to 
give an address on the work of a class leader. He has 
also duties in relation to the several trusts in his 
circuit, being responsible for the due auditing of the 
accounts, &c. 

10. Ministers^ Assistants. — In 1872 a regulation was 
made to the effect that ministers who had travelled 
forty years and upwards, and who must otherwise 
become supernumeraries, might have an assistant, 
whose support should be provided for — one-third by 
the minister or his circuit, one-third by the Auxiliary 
Fund, and one-third by the Home Mission and 
Contingent Fund, unless the Conference decide that 
the whole shall be paid out of that fund. In 1881 
the Conference resolved that the rule of 1872 should 
be repealed, and enacted instead : — 

" The Conference directs that in those cases in which 
assistants have already been given under the rule of 
1872 application may be made for their being continued 
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to such ministers during the period of their present 
appointments. 

" The Conference further directs that in any special 
case in which an assistant may be granted according 
to the custom in force before 1872, the case shall be 
previously sanctioned by a Committee consisting of 
the Lay Representatives of the District in which the 
Conference may be held, and of an equal number of 
ministers appointed by the Conference." 

1 1. Supernumerary Ministers. — Before a minister can 
become a supernumerary the recommendation of the 
District meeting is necessary ; but where the health of 
a minister fails between the time of the District meet- 
ing and the Conference, the application can be made 
direct to the Conference. Supernumeraries are mem- 
bers of the quarterly meeting of the circuit in which 
they reside. For regulations respecting those who 
have been in the ministry less than eighteen years, see 
Minutes, 1839. 

Special provision is made for the temporary retire- 
ment of ministers who prematurely lose their health, 
and who have travelled not more than twenty-nine 
years. The amount, in addition to other allowances, 
is not to exceed £80. See Section XVI., Miscellaneous. 

12. Attendance of Ministers al Conference, — "The 
District Committees respectively shall have the right of 
fixing upon the preachers who are to attend the Con- 
ference, subject, however, to the following limitations, viz. : 
1. The expense of going to and from the Conference 
shall be defrayed by the circuits or by the preachers 
themselves. 2. Let not all the preachers from any 
circuit ever come to the Conference, except, in very 
special cases, the District meeting shall decide that all 
the brethren in any circuit ought to attend. 3. Let 
those who have leave to attend set out as late, and 

^tum as soon, as possible. 4. The preachers on trial 
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shall not attend the Conference unless sent for. 5. 
Nothing in these rules shall be so construed as to 
prevent those preachers from attending the Conference 
against whom there lies any accusation or complaint. 
Every chairman is directed to present to the president, 
during the first week of the Conference, a list of any 
preachers in his district who shall have come to the 
Conference in violation of these rules, or without the 
consent of the District meeting." 1846. Minister^ 
engaging to provide for themselves are not to take 
what would otherwise be a " Conference home." Can- 
didates for ordination are not allowed to divide the 
time with other brethren. In 1878 Rule 2 of 1846 
was so far modified — more especially on behalf of 
ministers appointed to solitary stations — ^that any 
minister shall be eligible for permission to attend who 
shall satisfy the District meeting that due provision 
shall be made for the ministerial and pastoral work of 
the circuit during his absence. 

SCHOOLS FOR MINISTERS* CHILDREN. 

The first one established was for ministers' sons, at 
Kingswood, near Bristol, the site being purchased by 
Mr. Wesley, partly out of the income of his Fellow- 
ship, and partly with the contributions of friends. In 
the Minutes for 1746 there is an appeal to the Societies 
in behalf of the Institution, which is described as "one 
of the noblest charities that can be conceived." The 
question is raised, " But how can we keep out of debt, 
which never was done yet ? " Annual public collections 
were appointed. — The Conference of 1811 sanctioned 
the purchase of the Woodhouse Grove Estate, and 
directed its legal conveyance to twenty-thi'ee trustees. 
The Kingswood property having become very unsuit- 
able, the Conference of 1845 appointed a Committee 
to consider and report on the propriety of the removal 
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of the school; and the Conference of the following 
year sanctioned the purchase of land near Bath, and 
directed that the proposed building should be called 
"New Kingswood SchooL" The Schools are now 
under one Governing Body, annually appointed by the 
Conference. 

The question of better provision for the education 
of ministers' daughters received attention at the Con- 
ference of 1869, when a Committee was appointed for 
the purpose of considering what could be done. There 
are now two schools for Girls, one at Queenswood, 
London ; the other at Trinity Hall, Southport. They 
are under one Governing Body, with a small Executive 
Committee for each. 

For ministers* children who are not received into 
one of the schools there is an allowance of £12 each 
per year, for six years, towards the cost of their educa- 
tion. 

The boys' schools are concentrated ; and arrange- 
ments concerning Woodhouse Grove Estate, the 
management of the schools, and the fund for their 
support, are still tinder consideration. See Minutes 
for 1880, 1881, and 1882. 

THE TWELVE RULES OF A HELPER. 

1. Be diligent. Never be unemployed. Never be 
triflingly employed. Never while away time, nor spend 
more time at any place than is strictly necessary. 

2. Be serious. Let your motto be, "Holiness to 
the Lord." Avoid all lightness, jesting, and foolish 
talking. 

3. Converse sparingly and cautiously with women, 
particularly with young women. 

4. Take no step towards marriage without solemn 
prayer to God, and consulting with your brethren. 

6. Believe evil of no one, unless fully proved ; take 
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heed how you credit it. Put the best construction 
you can on everything. You know the judge is always 
supposed to be on the prisoner's side. 

6. Speak evil of no one ; else your word, especially, 
would eat as doth a canker. Keep your thoughts 
within your own breast till you come to the person 
concerned. 

7. Tell every one what you think wrong in bim, 
lovingly and plainly, and as soon as may be, else it 
will fester in your own heart. Make all haste to cast 
the fire out of your bosom. 

8. Do not affect the gentleman. A preacher of the 
gospel is the servant of all. 

9. Be ashamed of nothing but sin; no, not of cleaning 
your own shoes, when necessary. 

10. Be punctual. Do everything exactly at the 
time. And do not mend our rules, but keep them, 
and that for conscience' sake. 

11. You have nothing to do but to save souls. 
Therefore spend and be spent in this work. And go 
always, not only to those who want you, but to those 
who want you most. 

12. Act in all things, not according to your own 
will, but as a son in the Gospel, and in union with 
your brethren. As such it is your part to employ 
your time as our rules direct, partly in preaching and 
visiting from house to house, partly in reading, medita- 
tion, and prayer. Above all, if you labour with us in 
our Lord's vineyard, it is needful that you should do 
that part of the work which the Conference shall 
advise, at those times and places which they shall 
judge most for His glory. 

Observe : It is not your business to preach so many 
times, and to take care merely of this or that society; 
but to save as many souls as you can, to bring as many 
sinners as you possibly can to repentance, and with all 
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jour power to build them up in that holiness withont 
which they cannot see the Lord. And remember, a 
Methodist preacher is to mind every point, great and 
small, in the Methodist discipline. Therefore you will 
need all the grace and all the sense you have, and to 
have all your wits about you. 

The foregoing " Twelve Rules " are extracted from 
the " Large Minutes," or " Form of Discipline," which 
■every candidate is required to read, and a copy of which 
is given to every minister when received into full con- 
nexion, with the endorsement, under the signature of 
the President and Secretary. " As long as you freely 
consent to, and earnestly endeavour to walk by, these 
rules, we shall rejoice to acknowledge you as a fellow- 
labourer." 

LIVERPOOL RESOLUTIONS. 

Question, What measures can we adopt for the 
increase of spiritual religion among our societies and 
congregations, and for the extension of the work of 
God in our native country ? 

Answer, After long and deeply-serious deliberation, 
we have unanimously agreed to the following results: — 

1. We, on this solemn occasion, devote ourselves 
afresh to God ; and resolve, in humble dependence on 
His grace, to be more than ever attentive to personal 
religion, and to the Christian instruction and govern- 
ment of our own families. 

2. Let us endeavour, in our public ministry, to 
preach constantly all those leading and vital doctrines 
of the Gospel which peculiarly distinguished the origi- 
nal Methodist preachers, whose labours were so signally 
blessed by the Lord ; and to preach them in our primi- 
tive method, — evangelically, experimentally, zealously, 
and with great plainness and simplicity; giving to 
them a decided prominence in every sermon, and 
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labouring to apply them closely, affectionately, and 
energetically to the cdnsciences of the different classes 
of our hearers. 

3. Let us consecrate ourselves fully and entirely to 
our proper work, as servants of Christ and His church, 
giving ourselves " wholly " to it, both iu public and 
private, and guarding against all occupations of our 
time and thoughts, which have no direct connexion 
with our great calling, and which would injuriously 
divert our attention from the momentous task of saving 
souls, and taking care of the flock of Christ. 

4. Let us "covet earnestly the best gifts," to 
qualify us for an acceptable and useful ministry; let 
us seek them in prayer from Him who is the Father 
of Lights and Fountain of Wisdom ; let us " stir up," 
and improve by study and diligent cultivation, " the 
gift that is in us;" and strive in every way to be 
"workmen who need not to be ashamed, rightly divid- 
ing the Word of Truth;" taking care, however, that 
whatever other qualifications we may acquire and use, 
our ministry shall, at least, by the Divine blessing, be 
always characterised by sound, evangelical doctrine, by 
plainness of speech, and by a spirit of tender affection 
and burning zeal. 

5. Let us frequently read, and carefully study, Mr. 
Wesley's " Eules of a Helper, " and other parts of the 
Large Minutes which relate to the duties of a preacher 
and pastor. 

6. In order to promote an increase of the congrega- 
tions, and a revival of the work of God, let us have 
recourse, even in our old-established circuits, to the 
practice of preaching out of doors ; seeking, in order to 
save, that which is lost. 

7. In every circuit, let us try to open new places ; 
let us try again places which have not been recently 
visited ; let us be increasingly attentive to the supply 



76 A HANDY DIGEST. 

and superintendence of the country places already on 
the Plan ; let us not be satisfied till every town, village, 
and hamlet in our respective neighbourhoods shall be 
blessed, as far as we can possibly accomplish it, with 
the means of grace and salvation; in a word, let 
every Methodist preacher consider himself as called to 
be, in point of enterprise, zeal, and diligence, a Home- 
Missionary, and to enlarge and extend, as well as keej?, 
the circuit to which he is appointed. 

8. Let us, wherever it shall appear to be practicable, 
especially in the old and large societies, employ some 
active, zealous men, whose piety and general character 
shall be approved by the leaders' meetings, to attempt 
the formation of new classes in suitable neighbour- 
hoods, where we may hope by that method to gather 
into the fold of Christ some persons who are " not far 
from the kingdom of God," but who need special invi- 
tation, and are not likely to " give themselves " fully 
" to the Lord and to us by the will of God," without 
more than ordinary labour and spiritual attention. 

9. Let us speak plainly and pointedly in every 
place, both in those occasional meetings of the society 
at which strangers are allowed to be present, and in 
our sermons, on the duty and advantage of Christian 
communion ; and exhort all who are seeking salvation, 
to avail themselves, without delay, of the help of our 
more private means of grace. 

10. Let us encourage public Prayer Meetings, espe- 
cially those which are held at times which do not 
interfere with our general worship, in the houses of 
our friends, in different parts of a town or neighbour- 
hood ; such meetings having been long proved to be, 
when prudently conducted by persons of established 
piety and competent gifts, and duly superintended by 
the preachers, and by the leaders' meetings, valuable 
nurseries for our congregations and societies, and 
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means of salvation to many who could not have been 
reached at first in any other method. 

11. In country places, where a full supply of 
preaching cannot be obtained, either by travelling or 
local preachers, let suitable persons, belonging to the 
nearest societies, be encouraged to attend, under the 
direction of the superintendent, for the purpose of 
Public Prayer and Exhortation, and occasionally to 
read to the congregations a short and plain sermon on 
the first principles of the doctrine of Christ, until such 
places can be favoured with other and more regular 
opportunities of instruction in righteousness. 

12. Let us ourselves remember, and endeavour to 
impress on our people, that we, as a body, do not 
exist for the purpose of party ; and that we are espe- 
cially bound by the example of our founder, by the 
original principle on which our societies are formed, 
and by our constant professions before the world, to 
avoid a narrow, bigoted, and sectarian spirit, to abstain 
from needless and unprofitable disputes on minor 
subjects of theological controversy, and, as far as we 
innocently can, to " please all men for their good unto 
edification." Let us, therefore, maintain towards all 
denominations of Christians, who "hold the Head," 
the kind and catholic spirit of primitive Methodism ; 
and, according to the noble maxim of our fathers in the 
Gospel, " be the friends of all, the enemies of none." 

13. Let us, at least in every large town, establish 
weekly meetings for the children of our friends, accord- 
ing to our ancient custom ; and let us pay particular 
spiritual attention, in public and in private, to the 
young people of our societies and congregations. 

14. Let us meet the societies regularly on the Lord's- 
day; and frequently on the week-day evenings in 
country places, where we do not preach on the Lord's- 
day. Let the members be accustomed, on such 
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occasions, to show their society tickets; and let us 
endeavour to make these meetings interesting and 
appropriate to our members, as such, — ^by giving to our 
addresses an immediate reference to the state of the 
people, to the circumstances of each society, and to 
their peculiar duties both personal and domestic, as 
professors of religion and as Methodists, and by 
frequently explaining and enforcing our own rules. 

15. Let us revive, where it has been neglected, and 
promote in every place, the observance of those parts 
of our discipline which refer to Watch-Nights, Private 
and Public Bands, and Quarterly Days for solemn 
Fasting and Prayer. 

16. Let us, wherever we have access, and oppor- 
tunity, be diligent in pastoral visits to our people, at 
their own houses, especially to the sick, the careless, 
and the lukewarm. 

17. But as such private visits must, in many cases, 
from our plan of continual itinerancy and village 
preaching, and from the number of members in the 
larger societies, be greatly limited, let us endeavour so 
to arrange, in our several circuits, the Plans for the 
Quarterly Public Visitation of the Classes, as to allow 
full time for a more minute examination into the 
Christian knowledge, experience, and practice of the 
members, and for pastoral enquiries, instructions, and 
counsels respecting personal and family religion. 

18. Let us regularly meet the class leaders, and 
examine their class papers in town and country ; and 
do all we can to engage both them and our respected 
brethren, the local preachers, to co-operate with us, in 
their respective departments, in promoting vital godli- 
ness among our people, and extending the work of the 
Lord. 

19. As much depends, under the blessing of God, 
on the piety, knowledge, zeal, activity, and Christian 
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temper of our leaders, as well as on their firm attach- 
ment to the doctrines, discipline, and cause of Metho- 
dism, let us never nominate a new leader until we have 
conscientiously satisfied ourselves, by previous enquiry,, 
and personal examination, as to the character and 
qualifications of the person proposed ; and let us act 
-uniformly on the rule respecting the public examina-^ 
tion of leaders, which is found in our Minutes of 1811. 

20. Let us, whenever a new leader, nominated by 
us, and accepted by the leaders' meeting, shall be first 
introduced into the meeting, take that opportunity of 
stating the duties which belong to the ofl&ce, and of 
enforcing them on all present. 

21. Let us affectionately, but firmly, enforce on the 
leadera, as an essential article of our pastoral disci- 
pline, and one which, in consequence of our own con^ 
stant itinerancy, cannot be dispensed with, the rule of 
the society in which it is stated to be the duty of a 
leader " to see every member in his class once in every 
weeh.^^ 

22. Let us pay particular attention to backsliders,, 
and endeavour, in the spirit of meekness, to restore 
them that have been overtaken in a fault, and by 
private eflForts, as well as by our public ministrations, 
to recover the fallen out of the snare of the devil. 

23. Let us afresh enforce on all our people a con- 
scientious attendance on the Lord's Supper. 

24. Let us earnestly exhort our Societies to make 
the best and most religious use of the rest and leisure 
of the Lord's-day ; let us admonish any individuals who 
shall be found to neglect our public worship, under 
pretence of visiting the sick, or other similar engage- 
ments; let us show to our people the evil of wasting 
those portions of the Sabbath which are not spent in 
public worship, in visits, or in receiving company, to 
the neglect of private prayer, of the perusal of the 
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Scriptures, and of family duties, and often to the 
serious spiritual injury of servants, who are thus im- 
properly employed, and deprived of the public means 
of grax^e; let us set an example in this matter, by 
refusing, for ourselves and for our families, to spend in 
visits, when there is no call of duty or necessity, the 
sacred hours of the holy Sabbath ; — and let us never 
allow the Lord's-day to be secularised by meetings of 
mere business, when such business refers only to the 
temporal affairs of the Church of God. 

25. We earnestly recommend the uniform and regular 
practice of catechetical instruction in the families and 
schools of our Connexion, as being especially important 
in the present state of our body, and of the coimtry at 
large ; and we press upon our people the propriety of 
using our own Catechisms, in preference to all others. 

26. In conducting our leaders' and quarterly meet- 
ings, and all other official meetings among us, let us 
affectionately and steadily discountenance the spirit 
of strife and debate, and promote, in the management 
of all our aflFairs, both by our advice and example, the 
temper and manner of men who are acting for God in 
the service of His Church. Let the introduction of 
all topics of useless or irritating discussion, not legiti- 
mately connected with the proper business of such 
meetings, be prudently repressed. Let us remember 
that, in a large body, the only way to live in peace and 
comfort is, to walk ly rtUe, and (to use the language 
of Mr. Wesley) " not to mend our rules, but to keep 
them for conscience' sake." — And while we readily and 
cheerfully protect all our members, in meetings in 
which we preside, in the exercise of such functions 
as belong to them, according to our laws and 
general usages, let us not forget that we are under 
solemn obligations to conduct ourselves on such occa- 
sions, not as the mere Chairmen of public meetings, 
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but as the Pastors of Christian societies, put in trust 
by the ordinance of God, and by their own voluntary 
association with us, with the scriptural superintendence 
of their spiritual affairs, and responsible to the great 
Head of the Church for the faithful discharge of the 
duties of that trust. 

27. We affectionately exhort those of our own 
people, who are laudably active in various benevolent 
Institutions, while they persevere in every good word 
and work, to guard against the danger of expending 
all their leisure and influence on mere local and subor- 
dinate charities, so as to neglect God's own direct and 
immediate Institutions, such as the public preaching 
of the Gospel, or to deprive themselves of the oppor- 
tunity of regularly attending their classes, and of 
private prayer and reading of the Holy Scriptures. It 
should not be forgotten that the great spiritual toork 
of God depends, under the Divine blessing, on the 
general and conscientious use of His Institutions ; and 
that in the success of that work all other good under- 
takings among us had their origin, and must ever have 
their principal support. "These things ought ye to 
have done, and not to leave the other undone." 

28. In order that the state of the work may be 
constantly under the eye of the Preachers, we agree 
to revive uniformly the good old custom of keeping 
Quarterly Schedules in every circuit. 

29. — Every Superintendent is required to leave for 
his successor in the circuit-book, not only a list of the 
town and circuit stewards, and of the annual subscribers 
to our several funds, d:c., but especially an exact list of 
the names of all the members in his circuit, arranged 
in their several classes and societies, as found at the 
preceding Midsummer Visitation. 

30. But as we are deeply sensible that the great 
thing to be desired, in order to a Revival and Exten- 
p 
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sion of the Work of Giod, without which qo resolations^ 
or labours, or r^olations will avail, is a nsw and 

MOBB ABUNDANT KFFUSION OF THE HOLT SPIRIT OQ 

otirselyes, on our societies, and on our congr^ations, 
we solemnly agree to seek that blessing in humble 
and earnest prayer. 

31. The Yarious articles included in this Minute 
shall be read by every Chairman at the r^ular annual 
Meeting of his District ; and shall then be made the 
subject of serious conversation among the Brethren, 
with a view to their particular bearing on the spiritual 
state and circumstances of each District respectively. 

These resolutions are also to be read ^' at the weekly 
meeting of the ministers in each circuit, next following 
the September Quarterly Meeting, or instead thereof^ 
the Resolutions on the Work of God, and on Pastoral 
Duties, adopted in the years 1835 and 1847." 1881. 

RESOLUTIONS, 1836. 

The present peculiar circumstances of the Connexion 
having directed the preachers assembled in this 
Conference to a careful and solemn consideration of the 
great work in which they are engaged, they feel it 
their duty to pledge themselves anew to the principles 
laid down in certain important Resolutions of the 
Conference held at Liverpool in 1820 ; but as upwards 
of three hundred and fifty preachers have been 
admitted into the Connexion since that period, they 
deem it proper further to express their views and 
purposes on points of even more vital consequence than 
general disciplinary regulations ; and therefore resolve, 
unanimouslyi 

1. That we do again most solemnly and heartily 
recognise the original purpose of Methodism, ^'to 
spread Scriptural holiness through the land/' as the 
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first and great calling of the whole body, &nd especially 
of the preachers ; and determine, in the strength of 
God, to make this the great rule of all oar other 
designs, and to renounce or subordinate all other plans 
or pursuits to this our special calling. 

2. That since the spread and increase of true 
godliness in our societies and through the world, as far 
as it may be connected with our instrumentality, 
depends so greatly upon our maintaining the principles 
and spirit of our fathers in the ministry, we resolve 
more than ever to study their character and lives, and 
to be followers of their faith and conversation ; that 
we may be more thoroughly imbued with the spirit of 
true Christianity, and more conformed to the scriptural 
standard of personal holiness, so that by our living, as 
well as by our preaching, we may hold forth the word 
of life, and rejoice in the day of Christ that we have 
not run in vain, neither laboured in vain. 

3. That as the spirit of the times exposes us, in 
common with our people, to peculiar excitements and 
temptations in reference to matters foreign to the 
exclusive calling of Methodist ministers, we resolve, in 
dependence upon the grace of God, to keep aloof from 
all merely party purposes, and from party spirit ; and 
to caution and warn our people against these evils. 

4. That we will use our best endeavours to convince 
of their errors, by reason and by Scripture, any of our 
people who may be deluded by the various arts of those 
who oppose us; and that by every consistent means 
we will seek the recovery of such as we believe to be 
deceived, rather than the deceivers, especially when 
there is reason to hope that they have not, by their 
general spirit and conduct, rendered themselves 
unworthy of Christian communion with us. 

5. That our conviction is more decided than ever 
that those doctrines of Christianity which we coup' ' 
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it our peculiar calling to publish, enforce, and defend, 
have always been acknowledged of God as His truth, 
and are the great means of slving sinners, and bringing 
them into connection with His church. We are, 
therefore, resolved to be explicit and careful in stating 
them, and faithful and urgent in their application to 
the consciences of our hearers. And being aware that 
the prominence which among us has always been 
properly given to the doctrine of a present salvation is 
ever liable to antinomian abuses, and that under 
present circumstances we are peculiarly exposed to 
certain dangers of that description, we will diligently 
and evangelically preach the precepts as well as the 
privileges of the Gospel, endeavouring to build up our 
people in knowledge and in holiness, and urging them 
especially to fidelity in family duties, to the religious 
care of children, and to the cultivation of peace and of 
things whereby one may edify another. 

6. That under a deep persuasion that the unity, 
order, purity, edification, and good feeling of our 
societies may be greatly promoted by our pastoral 
intercourse with them, and regretting that that inter- 
course has not been more sedulously and extensively 
cultivated, we resolve to give ourselves more fully to 
this branch of our work ; and more especially that we 
will care for the sick and poor, and will endeavour to 
obtain the help of our brethren in order to secure to 
our people of every class that affectionate and Christian 
oversight of their spiritual interests which is so desirable 
and beneficial. 

7. That as we are fully persuaded, from our whole 
history and experience, that the doctrines we hold 
cannot be preserved and transmitted in their purity, 
nor the practical efficiency of Methodism in acccom- 
plishing its original design be maintained, without the 
most careful adherence to its whole economy, as left to 
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US, in all its essential features, by our venerable founder, 
and since modified only according to the urgency of 
new circumstances; we deliberately resolve that we 
will continue to walk by the same rule, and to mind 
the same thing; that we will ourselves cheerfully 
submit to those rules and usages which more especially 
concern ourselves ; and that we will conscientiously 
attend to the faithful administration of that godly 
discipline which is necessary to purify the church, to 
protect the weak, and to edify the body of Christ. 

Lastly, That we determine, by God's gracious assist- 
ance, to be more fervent and importunate in suppli- 
cating upon ourselves, and upon our ofl&cers, societies, 
and congregations, that rich effusion of the Holy Spirit 
which is always necessary to the success of the labours 
of Christian ministers and pastors, and which is 
peculiarly needed at the present time to prepare both 
ourselves and our people for the duties, trials, and 
temptations of the coming year. 

RESOLUTIONS, 1847. 

PASTORAL VISITATION. 

The Conference approves and adopts the following 
Report of the Committee appointed by the Conference 
of 1846, to consider and present a "General Plan for 
securing in every circuit a more regular and systematic 
visitation of our people," who met in the Centenary 
Hall, London, on February 9th, 1847, and following 
days; viz. : — 

I. That this Committee recognises the absolute 
obligation which is laid upon all the ministers of our 
circuits to secure, by mutual consultation and arrange- 
ment, such a general, stated, and efficient visitation of 
our people at their own dwellings as is involved, as 
well in the scriptural command to " feed the flock of 
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Crod," as in those other statements of the sacred 
volume, which in varied language represent Christian 
ministers as the under-shepherds of Christ ; that this 
obligation has been solemnly confessed, both at the 
time when we received ordination, and also when on 
subsequent occasions our approval of the minutes of 
1820, in which this duty is detailed, has been acknow- 
ledged ; and that thus recognising the obligation, 
this committee suggests that the general ministerial 
duties of circuits should, in given cases, be so allotted 
and arranged as that families, especially among the 
working classes, which cannot be collected or fbund 
during the day, may be visited in the evening. 

II. That notwithstanding the obvious benefits which 
accrue to our Connexion generally fix)m our peculiar 
fifystem of itinerancy, and of stated and extensive 
village ministrations, its disadvantages as affecting 
this part of the pastoral care must not be overlooked. 
Joining this circumstance to the facts that since 
Methodism arose, the habits of society are greatly 
altered, and that even now the disproportion between 
the number of members and piastors, comparing ours 
with other churches, is exceedingly great, this com- 
mittee is agreed that it would be unreasonable to 
expect that personal visits of the minister could, under 
existing arrangements, be made to oZZ ^ extent that 
is desired, especially when it is further considered that 
many of our members, fix)m various causes, are not 
individually accessible; that numbers are employed 
in manufactories, and can only be visited at times 
when the minister is unavoidably engaged in other 
duties; and that, in large towns especially, our 
ministers have their time much occupied by claims 
from public and religious institutions, in addition to 
their own indispensable ministerial duties and engage- 
ments. On all these accounts it is incumbent on our 
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people themselves to render us their aid in removing 
difficulties out of the way, and in affording facilities 
for the accomplishment of this object. 

III. That the difficulties arising from the causes 
just mentioned have been greatly increased by the 
calls which have been made almost perpetually upon 
many of our ministers for such labours as take them 
away from their own circuits — the preaching of 
Sunday school and chapel anniversazy sermons, and 
the like — involving the necessity of taking long jour- 
neys, occasioning frequent absences from home, and 
thereby subtracting from the time which such ministers 
would otherwise have at their disposal for the visitation 
and special oversight of their own people. 

lY. That it is painfrdly evident to this committee 
that, in consequence of the ever-multiplying cares 
which now devolve upon our pastorate, both of a 
spiritual and economical nature, and because of the 
great number of persons who statedly worship with 
us — and yet have not joined our societies — who justly 
claim our attention, and yet are not reached by our 
usual quarterly visitation of the classes, — no such full 
accomplishment of the object as the Conference desires 
can be realised without an increcue of ministers ; and 
the committee suggests that our circuit stewards and 
lay friends generally should consider the best and 
most prudent means of procuring and supporting such 
an increase in their several localities. 

v. That, notwithstanding all the difficulties which 
have been stated, this committee is however convinced 
that, by a wise economy of time, by a carefully 
arranged systeniy and by perseverance and energy, much 
Tnore may be accomplished ; and that in the present 
day the increased temporal cares and dangers of our 
own people, and their increased exposure to the mani- 
fold seductions of worldliness and error, make this 
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additional zeal and energy on our part to be a matter 
of absolute necessity. 

YI. That this committee therefore respectfully sug- 
gests to the Conference the propriety of enjoining as 
follows : — 

1. That the attention of the class leaders shall be 
again particularly directed to that original rule of our 
societies which requires them to give stated information 
to the minister of those members who are sick, or who 
require to be specially visited. 

2. That the conscientious and increased attention of 
our ministers be directed to the minute of the Con- 
ference in 1836, Q. xxvii., in reference to the "Occa- 
sional Visits of Preachers to other Circuits ;" especially 
to that clause which enjoins our ministers to restrict 
their engagements of this nature '' vrUhin such hounds 
as will consist unth their paramount and indispensable 
obligations to their own circuits" 

3. That every minister be required to see that the 
Glass Books are properly filled up and kept, especially 
with reference to the insertion of the names and 
residences of the members ; and to make such use of 
these books as he may deem necessary for the purpose 
of pastoral visitation. 

4. That the ministers be exhorted frequently to 
direct their attention to Mr. Wesley's Advices on the 
subject contained in the minutes of 1766, in which the 
objects to be attained by pastoral visitation are dis- 
tinctly set forth, and the spirit in which it ought to be 
conducted is admirably inculcated. 

5. That in the devotional exercises connected with 
their pastoral visits the ministers should introduce the 
reading of a suitable portion of the Holy Scriptures as 
constantly as possible. 

6. That each lazge circuit be divided into sections, 
according to a mutual arrangement to be made by the 
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ministers at their weekly meetings; and that each 
minister be held responsible for the visitation of his 
own section. 

7. That, in harmony with the design of these regu- 
lations, the quarterly visitation of the classes be made 
as impressive as possible, and used as the occasion of 
special admonition and instruction ; and that no person 
shall be entered upon the society schedule as a 
" backslider " upon slight or insufficient grounds, nor 
without particular enquiry into the case, — nor even, 
whenever it may be practicable, without a personal 
visitation on the part of one of the ministers of the 
circuit. 

8. That this important department of ministerial 
duty be statedly made the subject of direct and 
specific enquiry and conversation, both by the superin- 
tendents of circuits in their weekly meetings with their 
respective colleagues, and by the chairmen of Districts 
in their several District meetings. 



SECTION XIII.— DISTRICTS AND DISTRICT 

MEETINGS. 

At the Conference of 1791 — ^the first Conference 
following the death of the Rev. John Wesley — ^the 
question was proposed, ''What regulations are necessary 
for the preservation of our whole economy as the Rev. 
Mr. Wesley left iti" Answer: "Let the three king- 
doms be divided into Districts : England into nineteen 
Districts, Scotland into two, and Ireland into six." At 
the same Conference, directions were given for the 
management of the Districts, and the election of 
Chairmen. Between one Conference and another, the 
District meeting has authority to maintain the laws 
and usages of the body, and, if need be, to suspend 
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auy preacher until the ensuing Conference. This 
authority was called into question in 1835 by a 
suspended minister, who applied to the Court of 
Chancery for an injunction against the Chairman of 
the District, and the Trustees of Oldham Street Chapel, 
Manchester, all of whom concurred in the minister's 
exclusion from the pulpit. The Vice-chancellor 
delivered a very carefully-prepared judgment, con- 
cluding, ''The Conference will put an end to this 
dispute in the course of a short time. All I can say 
is, that it does not appear to me at present that, as 
a Judge, I ought to interfere." An injunction was 
refused. 

The suspended minister being dissatisfied, the case 
was taken by appeal before the Lord Chancellor,, who 
in his judgment declared that the District meeting had 
acted legally, and who afi&rmed the judgment of the 
Vice-Chancellor — thus attesting the authority of the 
District Committee as above stated. 

1. The Annual District Meeting in May, — The 
business of this meeting includes questions purely 
ministerial and spiritual, which are considered when 
ministers alone are present; and questions of a 
financial and statistical kind, which are considered 
when circuit stewards and other laymen are present. 
All the funds pass under review, and everything 
relating to chapel affairs is brought forward. Day and 
Sunday schools, circuit arrangements, including the 
increase or decrease of ministers, temperance work, and 
suggestions to the Conference are considered. The 
meeting also decides what ministers and laymen shall 
attend the ensuing Conference, according to the 
number allocated. 

2. The Financial District Meeting in September. — 
The first meeting was held in 1820, as an extraordinary 
one j and in the following year the Conference resolved 
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that the meeting should be held annually in the month 
of September. It consists of such ministers in the 
District as can conveniently attend, of circuit stewards 
and other laymen, representing different departments 
of connexional work. Though the old name is retained, 
the business of the meeting is by no means limited to 
that which is "financial." District Sub-Committees 
are elected, and treasurers and other officers for various 
departments are appointed. Arrangements are made 
for meetings and services on behalf of home and 
foreign missions, chapel cases are recommended to 
the Chapel Committee, expenses incurred in holding 
Missionary Anniversaries are examined; and not 
uufrequently a conversation is held concerning spiritual 
work. 

3. The Special District Meeting, — Convened only 
under extraordinary circumstances, as, for instance, if 
a superintendent or other minister is signally unfaithful, 
and is furthering strife and faction in the societies ; or 
if there be such a state of things in any circuit that 
the ordinary church courts cannot be relied upon for 
the administration of discipline. The meeting consists 
of all the ministers in full connexion in the District, 
and, if deemed necessary, four superintendents or 
other ministers may be called in from any other District^ 
two to be chosen by each of the two parties concerned 
in the affairs to be settled by the meeting. The 
Chairman of the District, or a majority ef the Super- 
intendents of the District, may request the President of 
the Conference to attend, and preside. All parties have 
the right of appeal to the Conference. 1797, 1835, 
1852. 

4. The Minor District Meeting, — This meeting may 
be convened when a minister has an accusation brought 
against his character, or when there is a difference 
between preachers in a District. The meeting may 



92 A HANDY DIGEST. 

also be required by any person expelled from the 
society, and who appeals against the act of the 
superintendent. 1835. The Chairman has a casting 
YOte. 1793. For rules as to the constitution of the 
meeting, see Section XL, 6. 

Laymen (being members of Society) who are, ex-officio, 
members of the Financial District Meeting, and of the 
District Meeting in May, when financial and statistical 
affairs are under consideration. 

Circuit Stewards. [As to the May District Meeting 
each circuit steward is required to state at the circuit 
quarterly meeting in March whether he shall be able 
to attend ; and if he cannot, the meeting is to choose 
a substitute.] 

District Treasurer of the Children's Fund. 

District Treasurer of Worn-out Ministers' and Minis- 
ters' Widows' Fund. 

District Treasurer of the Foreign Missionary Society. 

Treasurer of the District Sustentation Fund. 

Members of the District Chapel Sub-Committee. 

Members of the District Sunday School Sub- 
Committee. 

Members of the District Home Mission Sub- 
Committee, not being otherwise members of the 
District Committee. 

And, in the Manchester District, the Treasurer of 
the Manchester and Salford Lay Mission. 

CHAIRMAN OF A DISTRICT. 

The Chairman is chosen by the votes of all the 
ministers in full connexion, ^iven in the Conference. 

1. Duties, — He is responsible to the Conference, in 
conjunction with his brethren of the Committee, for 
the execution of the laws, as far as his District is con- 
cerned. 1797. 



DISTRICT HEETIKOB. 93 

" The Conference recommends it to the Bupermten- 
dents of the circuits to invite, on all important occBr- 
siona, the Chairman of their respective District to be 
present at their quarterly meetings." 1797, 

" The Chairmen are directed to visit each circuit in 
their respective Districts to which only one minister 
is appointed, at leaat twice in each year, wherever it 
is at all practicable, and, if poeaible, at the time of 
holding a quarterly meeting," 1842. 

" Each Chairman is authorized to visit, officially, 
any circuit in his District to which he shall be invited 
by the superintendent ; or respecting which, aE^ 
consultation with the superintendent, be shall be satis- 
fied that bis timely assistance or intervention may be 
necessary or salutary for the preservation of Christian 
peace and order, or for the faithful and judicious 
execution of our entire connezional economy and dis- 
cipline." 1844. This arrangement does not in any 
way diminish the responsibility of the superintendent, 
nor affect his right to preside over meetings in his 
own circuit. See 1872. 

He is to preside at a special circuit meeting when 
one is necessary ; or, if nnable to do so, to appoint 
some other minister in the District to preside in his 
place. 1852. 

"In the case of any station that may be continued 
without a number, or any such station hereinafter 
constituted, in reference to which it is provided that 
the minister appointed to it shall act under the direc- 
tion of the Chairman of the District, the Chairman shall 
act as the superintendent of that station." 1878. 

Hois entrusted with the direction of the District 
Missionary, if one be appointed to his District. 1878, 
1879. 

Before any application be made to the President for 
& circuit supply, counsel must be taken with the Cliair- 
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man, who is to satisfy himself, by personal enquiry, 
that a local supply cannot be obtained. 1880. 

2. Vacancy. — " In case the Chair of any District be 
rendered vacant by the death or incapacity of the 
Chairman, or otherwise, the duties and responsibilities 
of the chairman shall, pro tempore, devolve upon the 
President of the Conference for the time being, who 
shall take steps, either by convening the ministers of 
the District, or by correspondence with them, to obtain 
their suffrages for the minister among themselves who 
is deemed by them best qualified to fill the vacant 
office ; and shall then declare and appoint the minister 
thus selected to be Chairman of that District till the 
ensuing Conference." 1863. 

3. Complaint against a Chairman, — " In case of any 
complaint arising against the Chairman of a District, 
in reference either to his personal or his official conduct, 
the accuser, after duly apprising the Chairman of his 
intention, shall place his complaint in the hands of the 
President of the Conference for the time being, who 
shall have authority (if he deem such a course necessary 
or expedient) to summon a meeting of such preachers 
in the District as are in full connexion with the 
Conference, and to place, the Chairman on his trial 
before them ; when, if the guilt of the accused be 
proved, the meeting, in conjunction with the President, 
shall have power to suspend him till the ensuing 
Conference, or to depose him from the Chair, and to 
elect another Chairman in his place.'' 1863. 

DISTRICT SECBETABT. 

1. The Financial Secretary is appointed at the 
Conference, on the nomination of the Chairman. 

2. The secretary to the District Meeting in May is 
chosen by ballot at that meeting. As many of his 
duties have necessarily been anticipated by the Finan- 
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cial Secretary, in nearly every instance that minister 
is elected by the May meeting. 

His office is a laborious one, involving much com- 
munication with the Departments, and at the time of 
the Conference settlements with them and with the 
Superintendents in the District. 1831. 



SECTION XIV.— THE STATIONING 

COMMITTEE. 

Every district sends a representative, chosen by the 
united votes of ministers and laymen. In addition 
to these there are the president and secretary of the 
Conference, one of the secretaries of the home mission 
fund, one of the secretaries of the missionary society, 
and a representative from each branch of the theo- 
logical institution. The retiring president and secre- 
tary are entitled to attend the subsequent meetings. 

The business of this committee, is to make provisional 
arrangements for the stationing of the ministers, and 
it usually meets about a week prior to the assembling 
of the Conference — ^the " first draft " being issued as 
soon as the committee has concluded its sitting. 
During the Conference the committee meets again, 
from time to time, for the revision of the first draft, 
preparatory to the consideration of the stations by the 
Conference. 

In 1874 a very important change was made as to 
correspondence prior to the assembling of the com- 
mittee, viz. : " The Conference resolves that, in future, 
the representative of each district shall send to th& 
secretary of the Conference, not later than the 5th day 
of July in each year, upon a schedule to be provided 
by him, complete lists of (1) the arrangements pro- 
visionally made for the stationing of ministers in his 
district ; (2) the invitations accepted by ministers in 
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his district to circuits in other districts ; and (3) all 
ministers in his district for whom no arrangement has 
been made ; that from these lists the secretary of the 
Conference shall compile, and cause to be printed in a 
eonvenient form for use in the stationing committee, 
one complete list of all arrangements thus provisionallj 
made, and a separate list of all ministers for whom 
provisional arrangements have not been made; and 
that a copy of these lists shall be sent to each member 
of the stationing committee at least seven days before 
the meeting of that conunittee. 



SECTION XV.— THE CONFERENCE. 

Exclusive churchmen, who are either ignorant or 
dishonest, frequently afi&rm that to the very last the 
Rev. John Wesley required aU the people connected 
with him to belong to the Established Church. 
Whatever might have been his original desire, he, as a 
practical man, observed that events were tending in 
a contrary direction, and he considered the Christian 
societies under the name of Methodism far too -impor- 
tant to be treated as though their existence would be 
but temporary. The question how to provide for the 
cohesion of the work, and for the permanent adminis- 
tration of all its affairs, was one on which he carefully 
deliberated, and on which he took legal counseL The 
result was the execution of a Deed Poll, bearing date 
28th February, 1784, defining the constitution of the 
Conference, declaring its powers, and prescribing the 
manner of filling up vacancies. The number of the 
legal Conference is one hundred, all ministers; and one 
of their first acts in 1791, on assembling after the 
death of Mr. Wesley, was the passing of a unanimous 
resolution '^ that all the preachers who are in full con- 
nexion with them shall enjoy every privilege that the 
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members of the Conference enjoy." They thus gave 
fall effect to the desire of Mr. Wesley, expressed in a 
letter, of which the following is a copy : — 

"Chester, April 7th, 1785. 
" To the Methodist Conference. 

"My dear brethren, — Some of our travelling preachers 
have expressed a fear that, after my decease, you would 
exclude them either from preaching in connexion with 
you, or from some other privileges which they now 
enjoy. I know no other way to prevent any such 
inconvenience than to leave these, my last words, 
with you. 

"I beseech you, by the mercies of God, that you 
never avail yourselves of the Deed of Declaration, to 
assume any superiority over your brethren ; but let all 
things go on, among those itinerants who choose to 
remain together, exactly in the same manner as when 
I was with you, so far as circumstances will permit 

" In particular, I beseech you, if you ever loved me, 
and if you now love Grod and your brethren, to have 
no respect of persons in stationing the preachers, in 
choosing children for Eingswood School, in disposing 
of the Yearly Contribution and the Preachers' Fund, 
or any other public money. But do all things with a 
single eye, as I have done from the beginning. Qo on 
thus, doing all things without prejudice or partiality, 
and God will be with you even to the end. 

"John Wbslbt." 

From 1791 to the present, the Legal Conference has 
given effect to all the acts and resolutions of the whole 
body of ministers assembled in Conference. By the 
Deed of Declaration, the annual sittings of that body 
must extend to not less than five days, nor more than 
twenty-one days ; and not less than forty members of 
the legal hundred must be present to give validity to 
the acts of the Conference. 
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For many years, until 1877, ''Committees of 
Beyiew/' consisting of ministers and laymen, met 
several days prior to the assembling of the Conference. 
The Committees considered all connexional questions 
other than those specially imder the direction of 
ministers. No one in former years did more to promote 
the official recognition of laymen in the management 
of all financial and statistical affairs than the Bey. 
Dr. Bunting; and there is no church in which the 
laity have a greater degree of legitimate influence than 
in Wesleyan-Methodism. Many ministers being of 
opinion that there might be an improvement in the 
mode of associating laymen with the ministry, after 
long-<sontinued deliberation, the Conference of 1877 
adopted a scheme of Lay Bepresentation, to be brought 
into operation in the following year. By that scheme 
the Bepresentative Conference consists of the President 
of the Conference and of 240 ministers and 240 
laymen« Of the 240 ministers, some belong to the 
Departments, and are designated by the Bepresentative 
Conference: the remainder are elected by their 
brethren at the May District meetings. One-eighth of 
the laymen are elected annually by the Bepresentative 
Conference, and the remainder are chosen by the votes 
of laymen at the May District meetings. No layman 
is eligible unless he be a member of society of five 
years' continuous standing, and at the time of his 
election a holder of office as a trustee of connexional 
property, a member of a circuit quarterly meeting, or 
a member of a District committee. Any layman 
nominated in a District committee must be a member 
of society in some circuit within that District. 

" The business to be transacted by the Conference, 
when consisting of ministers only, shall be completed 
before that which is to be transacted by ministers and 
laymen conjointly is entered upon. The deliberations 
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of the Conference, when consisting of ministers and 

. laymen, shall be confined to the duly-appointed mem- 

• bers of that Conference." Other ministers and laymen 

who have permission to attend will be provided with 

seats apart firom the Representative Conference. 

" No new law on any subject within the province of 
the Conference when composed of ministers only, 
proposed during any Conference, shall come into force 
until it shall have been submitted to the district com- 
mittees when ministers only are present, and until 
their reports, if any, shall have been considered, and 
such law shall have been confirmed by the next Con- 
ference when so composed; and no new law on any 
subject within the province of the Conference when 
composed both of ministers and lay representatives, 
proposed during any Conference, shall come into force 
until it shall have been submitted to the district com- 
mittees when laymen are present, and imtil their 
reports, if any, shall have been considered, and such 
law shsJl have been confirmed by the next Conference 
when so composed. N.B. — Nothing in this resolution 
shall be so construed as to interfere with the rights of 
the circuit quarterly meetings as set forth in the 
Minutes of Conference, 1797, vol. I., New Edition, 
p, 393; and 1852, vol XXL, p. 117." 1877. 

The Minutes of Conference give a Plan, showing 
how the business of the Conference may be so arranged 
as to be transacted within the specified time, of which 
the following is a copy : — 

THE CONFERENCE WHEN CONSISTING OF 

MINISTERS ONLY. 

PRELIMINARY. 

Wednesday, — Stationing Committee to meet (or 
earlier, if deemed desirable). 
Thunday. — Ditto. 



100 A HANDT DIGEST. 

Friday, — Ditto, and to issue copies of Stations. 

Saturday and Monday, — ^At disposal for correspon- 
dence on Stations, kc. (The Assistant-Secretaries of 
the Conference and the Secretaries of the several Con- 
nezional Funds to compile from the District Minutes 
such Lists, &C., as will facilitate the business of Con- 
ference). N.B. — The Femley Lecture might be 
delivered on the evening of this Monday. 

Sessions of the Conference : First Week. 

Tuesday, — Morning: Formal constitution of the 
Legal Conference, (i) 

Thanks to the Retiring President and Secretary, and 
to other Officers of the Conference, (ii) 

Appointment of Assistant-Secretaries, and official 
Letter-writers, (iii) 

Appointment of Hours of Conference Sessions, (iv) 

The Conference Prayer-Meeting. 

Evening: Reception of Representatives; reading of 
Addresses; and appointment of Committees to draft 
Replies, (v) 

Wednesday, — Morning : Presentation of Memorials ; 
reading Suggestions &om District Committees ; . and 
appointment of a Committee to draft Replies, (vi) 

Appoint Committees : — (1) On Appends and other 
Cases. (2) On Chapel cases which ajQfect Discipline. 
(3) On Pastoral Address, (vii) 

Presentation of documents legally required to be 
forthcoming, (viii) 

Time and Place for holding the next Conference, (ix) 

Appointment of the Conference Allocation Com- 
mittee, (x) 

Notices of Motion, (xi) 

Deaths of Ministers, (xii) 

Evening: Special Meeting of the Book Committee. 
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Thursday J Friday j and Saturday, — Morning: Ques- 
tions affecting the character of Ministers and Preachers 
on Trial (xiii) 

Supernumeraries, (xiv) 

List of Preachers to be admitted into Full Con- 
nexion, (xv) 

Probationers, (xvi) 

Candidates for the Ministry, (xvii) 

Alterations and Divisions of Circuits against which 
there is no Appeal ; and Proposals for the increase or 
diminution of Ministers in any Circuit which have 
received the sanction of the Home-Missionary Com- 
mittee, (xviii) 

Alterations and Divisions of Districts against which 
there is no Appeal, (xix) 

Appointment of Ministers to Departmental offices. 

Thursday Evening: Committee on Memorials and 
Suggestions to meet. 

Friday Evening: Meetings of adjourned and other 
Committees. 

Saturday Evening : (a) Second Sittings of Stationing 
Committee, (h) Conference Lovefeast. 

Second Week, Conference Sunday, Ex-Presiden^s 

Sermon, 

Monday, — Morning: (No Session of Conference). 
Second Sittings of Stationing Committee. Meeting of 
Committee on Appeals. Meeting of other Committees. 

Evening : Second Sittings of Stationing Committee. 
Meeting of other Committees. Public Examination of 
Candidates. 

Tuesday. — Morning: Such Reports of Committees 
as are necessary for the Stationing Committee, includ- 
ing that of the Committee on appeals and other Cases, 
(xxi) 
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Report of iiie Candidmtea^ AHixmHon Cammittee. 

(™) 

Number of Membera in Sodetj. (xziii) 
€SQiLTeE8ati0ii on the State of iifto Wod^ of CSod. 

(xxiT) 

Reading and AdoptMm of die Butoial Address, 
(xxy) 

Theological Examinatioii of CandidateB fiv Oidinar 
ticm, and thdr Admission into FaQ Connexion, 
(xxvi) 

Evemimg : Second Sittings of Stationing Committee. 
Beoognition of letnmed Mimioiiaries, 

Wednesday. — Mondng : Considention of Stations. 
(zxYii) 

Evening : Meeting of the Annnitant Society; 

ThMTtday. — Morning^ d-30. Ordination Service. 

Eneming Session of Conference (4 o'clock) : Election 
of Chairmen of Districts and Financial SecretarieB. 
(nil) 

Beport of the Committee on Memorials and Sngges- 
tioDSL (xzx) 

Beport of Book Committee^ and Siqtervision of 
Connexional Literature, (xxxi) 

Pastoral Beports : Schools, (ixdi) 

General Beport upon the Examination of Preachers 
on Trial, and Examination Arrangements, (xxxiii) 

Arrangements for the Examination of Candidates 
for the Ministry, (xxxiv) 

Consideration and Adoption of Beplies to the 
Addresses of other Conferences, (xxxr) 

Appointment of Missionaiy Depntations : (1) Home ; 
(2) Foreign, (xxxvi) 

Ofl&cial Appointments; Depntations and Del^a- 
tiona (xxxrrii) 

Beport of the Conference Allocation Committee* 
(xxxviii) 
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Appointment of Ministers to attend tlie next 
Conference when composed of Ministers and Lay 
Representatives, (xxxix) 

Friday, — Morning: Reyision and Confirmation of 
Stations of Ministers and Preacliers on Trial, (xl) 

Reports of Special Committees appointed by the 
previous Conference, (xli) 

Consideration of Motions, of which notice has been 
given, and which have not been previously disposed 
of: (xHi) 

Presentation and recording of the acts of the 
Delegate in Ireland, (xliii) 

Saturday. — Morning : Miscellaneous business. 
Reading and Confirmation of the Conference JoumaL 
(xliv) 

Third Week. 

Sunday, — President's Sermon, a.m. Administra- 
tion of the Lord's Supper to Ministers and Laymen 
attending the Conference, at Three p.m. 

THE CONFERENCE WHEN CONSISTING OP 
MINISTERS AND LAYMEN. 

Syllabus and Order of the business of the Conference 
when composed of Ministers and Laymen (as defined 
in the Minutes of the last Conference) ; so arranged 
aj9 to show the Order of Time in which its several 
subjects may be considered. The Order of Business 
proposed will be subject to such modifications as may, 
from time to time, be found necessary. N.B. — The 
Committees of the several Departments shall present 
Reports of their proceedings during the year, with 
such Statistical and Financial statements as may be 
required; and shall also prepare for the Conference 
the business of their respective Departments. 

Monday, — Morning : 1. Calling of the Roll of 
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Attendanoey as ooa^led ftom flie Distziefc MmiitieB. 
2. Addren bj tlie Piesident of tlie CanfiaeneeL 5. 
Appoinlment of Horns of SesaiaiiSL 4. BeeepCiaa of 
llemoiialfl^ and Saggestiaiis of IHstzict Commitlees; 
and appcxbitiiient of a Comiiiittee to leport tliereoii. 
5. Notices of MotimiL (Socli Xotices maj be gnren 
subseqneiitl J, if oocasum arise. No motioa on ai^ 
subject not belbte tbe Gonfieienoe in the ordinary 
eooiae of its bosinesB can be considered nntil an inter- 
Tal of at least twenty-foor horns has elapsed since the 
giring of Notice thereof) 6u Appcmtment of a Ckun- 
mittee to nominate Connexional Mixed CcHumittees. 
This Committee vill consider nominations of Lay 
Members presented by the Committees of Departments^ 
7. Appointment of a Conunittee to report, year by 
year, the nnmber of Laymen from each IKstcict who 
may attend the Conference when composed of Minis- 
ters and Lajmen. & The Home-Mission and Contin- 
gent Fnnd Committee : (a) General Fond; (h) Army 
and Xsvy Committee; (c) Thames Mission; (dj Metro- 
politan Methodist Lay Mission; (e) Manchester and 
Salfiyrd, and any simflar Lay Mission. 9. Proposals 
for the division or slteration of Circnits or Districts 
against whidi there is an Appeal: and requests for 
additional Ministers not recommended by the Home- 
Mission Conunittee. 

Evtmng: — ^Meeting of the Committee on Memorisls 
and Suggestions. Meeting of the Nomination Com- 
mittea Meeting of Tmstees fox Chapel Porposes. 

Tuaday: — 10. Appointment of the Committee of 
the Home-MisBion and Contingent Fond. 11. District 
Snstentation Funds. 12. Chapel Affiurs: (a) General 
Fund; (h) South Wales District Chi^l Fnnd; {e) 
North Wales District Chapel Fund; \d) The Belief 
and Extension Fund for Methodism in Scotland ; and 
(e) The Metropolitan Chapel Building Fund. 13u 
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Extension of Methodism in Great Britain. 14. Con- 
versation on tlie State of the Work of God. 

Wednesday: — 15. The Wesley an Theological Insti- 
tution: Meeting of Trustees of Institution Houses. 
16. Schools : Kingswood and Woodhouse Grove, Clap- 
ton, Southport. 17. The Children's Fund. 18. Com- 
mittees of Privileges and Exigency. 19. The Worn-out 
Ministers' and Ministers' Widows' Auxiliary Fund. 

Thursday: — 20. Education: (a) Grenend Committee; 
(h) Connexional Sunday School Union; (c) Children's 
Home. 21. Higher Education. 22. Temperance. 23. 
Beligious Observance of the Lord's Day. 

Friday: — 24. Foreign Missions. . 25. Consideration 
of Report of the Committee on Memorials and Sugges- 
tions; and of Notices of Motion on subjects not already 
disposed of. 26. Miscellaneous Business. 

Saturday: — Reading and Confirmation of the Con- 
ference Journal. . 

THB PRESIDENT. 

He is elected in the following manner: Each 
minister present at the Conference, who has travelled 
ten years, writes on a slip of paper the name of the 
minister he wishes to be raised to that honour, such 
minister being one of the Legal Conference. After the 
numbers have been read out, the members of the 
Legal Conference who are present in the same manner 
say "Aye," or "No," to the one nominated by the 
highest number of votes. If the Legal Conference 
were to vote "No," a second nomination would be 
necessary ; but such a decision has never been given. 
Eight years must pass before a minister is eligible for 
re-election. 1792. Votes by proxy are not allowed. 
1793. 

The duties of the President during the year are 
numerous and important. Besides visiting Scotland, 
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and attending the Irish Conference, be has to take 
part in a largQ number of official meetings. He bas a 
''ligbt^ if written to by any wbo are concerned, to 
▼isit any drcoit, and to enquire into their affiurs with 
respect to MsTHODisMy and, in union with the district 
committee, redress any grievance." 1797. 

He has authority ''to sanction any cbange of 
preachers which it may be necessary to make in the 
inteirals of the Conference ; " and if vacancies arise, 
by death or otherwise, he has authority to send 
a supply. 1797. ''Jbstances having occurred in 
which superintendents and other mimsters needing 
circuit supplies, on occasion of sickness and various 
casualties, have applied to the President of the Con* 
ference without ^r<^ taking counsel with the chairman 
of the district^ the Conference directs the brethren to 
return to the old plan of first communicating with the 
chairman in every such case." 1857. 
See Section XIIL, Chairman. 

If a President is removed by death during his year 
of office, the last surviving President takes the office so 
vacated to the end of the year. ^'And in case of the 
protracted illness of a President, the same regulation 
shall be applied, according to the extent and duration 
of the exigency." 1840. 

The Secretary. — ^He is chosen in the same manner 
as the President^ but there is no law agunst the 
re-election of the same person from year to year. His 
office is a very onerous one, and after the Conference 
is closed the Secretary has responsibility relating to 
the '' Minutes " and other connexional documents. 

OONFBBBNCE TOWNS. 

The first Conference was held in London, in the year 
1744 : and from that time to 1804 the Conference met 
at Bristol, Manchester, Leeds, and London. In 1805 
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the Conference was held for the first tune at Sheffield ; 
in 1807 at Liyerpool ; in 1836 at Birmingham ; in 
1840 at Newcastle-on-Tyne ; in 1848 at Hull ; in 1853 
at Bradford ; in 1862 at Camborne ; in 1870 at Burs- 
lem; in 1876 at Nottingham. 

It will thus be seen that there are thirteen places in 
which the Conference has assembled. 

In 1873 the Conference adopted the following recom> 
mendations of a Committee which had considered the 
subject during the year : — 

'^ 1. That haying respect to the peculiar circum- 
stances of London, in regard to its extent, the number 
of our members, and the facilities of communication 
with all the suburbs, it is desirable that the Conference 
should more frequently hold its sessions thera 

** 2. That the following plan of rotation, mbject to 
such modifications as may he hereafter rendered necessary^ 
be approved; viz., Newcastle-upon-Tyne, Camborne, 
Sheffield, Bristol, Bradford, Birmingham, London, 
Liverpool, Leeds, Manchester, Hull, Burslem, London." 

As shown above, since this plan was adopted Not- 
tingham has been added to the number of Conference 
towns, and followed Sheffield. 

THE IRISH OONFEBENGE. 

The Rev. J. Wesley held the first Conference in 
Ireland in the year 1752, and afterwards he held one 
about once in two years. By the Deed of Declaration 
he made provision for a Conference in Ireland as often 
as the British Conference might deem it expedient : 

''And, for the convenience of the chapels and 
premises already, or which may hereafter be given or 
conveyed upon the trusts aforesaid, sitaate in Ireland, 
or other parts out of the kingdom of Great Britain, 
the Conference shall and may, when, and as often as 
it shall seem expedient, but not otherwise, appoint and 
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delegate any member or members of tbe Conference^ 
with all or any of the powers, privileges, and advan- 
tages hereinbefore contained or vested in the Con- 
ference; and all and eveiy the acts and admissions, 
expulsions and appointments whatsoever of such 
member or members of the Conference so appointed 
and delegated as aforesaid, the same being put into 
writing, and signed by such delegate or delegates, and 
entered in the Journals or Minutes of the Conference, 
and subscribed, as after-mentioned, shall be deemed, 
taken, and be, the acts, admissions, expulsions, and 
appointments of the Conference, to all intents, con- 
structions, and purposes whatsoever, from the respective 
times when the same shall be done by such delegate 
or delegates, notwithstanding anything herein contained 
to the contrary." 

In accordance with this provision, every year the 
British Conference makes an appointment for a Con- 
ference in Ireland, to be held in the ensuing year. 
The name of the Delegate, the place where the Con- 
ference is to meet, and the day on which it is to 
commence, are all inserted in the printed " Minutes. " 

AFFIUATBD OONFEBENOBS. 

All the churches raised up through the blessing 
of God on the work of Methodist Missionaries are 
instructed in the duty of contributing towards their 
own support, and towards the establishment of Gospel 
ordinances among others. In general they have 
liberally responded ; and, for the sake of consolidation 
and extension, it has been found expedient, time after 
time, to constitute certain Districts into an Affiliated 
Conference. 

1. In 1847 the Methodist Church in Western Canada 
was re-united to the British Conference. 
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2. The Affiliated Church of France and Switzerland 
was constituted in 1852. 

3. The Australian Affiliated Conference was consti- 
tuted in 1854. 

4. The Affiliated Conference of Eastern British 
America was constituted in the year 1854, of which a 
record may be found in the Minutes for 1855. 

5. The S(yu;th African Conference was constituted in 
1882. 

In the Minutes for the years named above full 
information is given. Persons who take note of the 
progress of the Foreign Missions will observe a 
considerable difference in the reported number of 
Missionaries and other workers, and church members. 
Many of the stations formerly under the care of the 
British Conference are now under Affiliated Conferences, 
although some of them still receive grants from the 
parent society. This will, of course, be continued only 
so long as there shall be necessity. 

COMMITTEE OF FBIVILEGES. 

At the Conference of 1803 the enquiry was made, 
" How may we guard our religious privileges in these 
critical times? Ans. A committee of ten shall be 
formed to attend to this important business." Ten 
gentlemen, ministers and laymen, were accordingly 
appointed; and the Conference further resolved that 
the committee should be appointed annually, and that 
no lawsuit in any part of the Connexion should be 
commenced without the approval of this committee. 

In 1843 an ''acting sub-committee " was appointed, 
''for cases of exigency requiring prompt communica- 
tion with the Government or with Parliament." 

The functions of these committees will be best 
explained by an extract from the "Minutes" for 
1882: 
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* 

'' What are the committees for gaaiding our privi- 
leges during the ensuing yearl 

^^ Am. 1. The obdinabt coHHrrnsBy which shall 
have fiiU power to take action in all cases affecting 
our connexional interests, unless in its judgment^ or 
in the judgment of the President of the Conference, it 
is deemed expedient to refer any case to the extra- 
ordinary committee named below. The ordinary 
committee shall meet wheneyer it is convened either 
by direction of the President of the Conference or 
by its secretaries." [This committee consists of 51 
ministers and laymen, eight of whom are appointed to 
act as a sub-committee, and who are. to meet once a 
quarter, or oftener if necessary, in order to consider 
any cases of alleged grievance, or other matters of 
exigency which may arise.] 

''2. The BXTBAORDINABY COMMITTEE, which shall 

have full power to take action in all cases affecting 
our connexional interests, and shall meet whenever 
the ordinary committee or the President of the Con- 
ference shall convene it" [This committee consists of 
all the members of the ordinary committee, the Chair- 
men of Districts, the lay treasurers of connexional 
funds who are not members of the ordinary committee, 
and 34 gentlemen selected from the Lay Representar 
tives to the Conference elected by the several District 
committees.] ^ 

Two Secretaries are appointed by the Conference. 



SECTION XVI.— COMPENDIUM OF HOME- 
MISSION REGULATIONS. 

The following Regulations were adopted by the Con- 
ference of 1878. Sections IV., VIL, and IX., which 
involved new legislation, were submitted to the Dis- 
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trict meetings in May, 1879 ; and the recommenda- 
tions of the several District committees thereupon 
having been considered, the Compendium was con- 
firmed in the following form : — 

I. — TITLE OP THE FUND. 

The Title of the Fund shall be ''The Wedeyan Home- 
Mission and Contingent Fund," 

IL — THE HOME-MISSION COMMITTEE. 

1. [The General Committee shall consist of — (».) ex- 
officio members, namely, the President and the Secre- 
tary of the Conference ; the ex-president ; the treasurers 
and the secretaries of the fund ; the treasurers and the 
secretary of the fund for the extension of Methodism 
in Great Britain; the secretary of the Foreign Mis- 
sionary Society, (ii.) Twelve ministers and fifteen 
laymen residing in the London Districts, to be recom- 
mended for nomination to the Conference by the 
general committee. (Hi.) The Chairman of each Dis- 
trict in Great Britain ; one layman from each District 
in Great Britain, to be nominated by the District Com- 
mittee at its meeting in May; with eight ministers 
and eight laymen residing in other than the London 
districts, to be recommended for nomination to the 
Conference by the General Committee. 

The names of the laymen nominated by the District 
Committee shall be sent to the secretaries of the 
General Committee, who shall report them at its meet- 
ing next before the Conference, and at that meeting 
the twelve ministers and fifteen laymen named in 
Section ii. above, and the eight ministers and eight 
laymen named in Section Hi, above, to be recom- 
mended for nomination, shall be chosen. 

Army and Navy Stib-Committee, and 27ie Seam^s 
Mission JStih-Committee. See Minutes, 1881. As early 
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as possible after the meeting of the General Committee 
next before the Conference, and not later than ten days 
before the opening of the next Kepresentative Session 
of the Conference, the secretaries of the committee 
shall forward to the secretaries of the nomination com- 
mittee a list of all persons (together with a list of ex- 
officio members) who are recommended for nomination 
to the Conference for the General Committee, the 
Army and Navy Sub-Committee, and the Seamen's 
Mission Sub-Committee respectively. 1881.] 

2. One-fifth of the members of the committee shaU. 
retire annually, by rotation, the same persons being 
ineligible for immediate re-election, except in special 
cases. 

3. The committee shall meet once a month for the 
transaction of the ordinaiy business of the Fund, 
usually on the forenoon of the third Thursday. 

4. Special meetings of the committee shall be sum- 
moned as soon as possible after the May district 
meeting, and at such other times as may be deemed 
necessary. 

6. The Home Mission committee is permitted to 
invite ministers for Army and Navy work, and for 
Home-Mission work, on stations where there are no 
quarterly meetings, in the same way as circuits now 
invite circuit ministers, and as Home-Mission sub- 
committees may invite District Missionaries in accord- 
ance with the regulations adopted by the Conference. 

IIL — SOURCES OF THE FUND. 

1. The sources of income for the Home Mission 
Fund shall be as follows :—(»!) The Yearly Collection 
made in the classes at the March quarterly visitation, 
(w.) Congregational collections, which shall be made 
yearly in every chapel, on some Lord's Day, and, if 
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possible, before the May District Meeting, (m.) Public 
meetings, which shall be held annually in every circuit, 
and, as far as practicable, in every chapel, (iv,) Circuit 
and Juvenile Associations. The sums collected by 
Juvenile Associations shall be divided between the 
Home and Foreign Missionary Funds ; but in circuits 
where definite home-missionary operations are being 
carried on, the subjoined allocation shall be allowed : 
One-third of the sums received by Juvenile Home and 
Foreign Missionary Associations to be paid to the 
foreign missionary society; one-third to the home- 
mission fund : one-third to ^e circuit, to be expended 
in support of local movements of a directly Home Mis- 
nonary character, under the direction of the superin- 
tendent and the quarterly meeting, or of a committee 
appointed by the December quarterly meeting. 

fv,) Private subscriptions. (vL) Donations and legacies. 
vii.) Annual subscriptions, to be requested from the 
trust funds of chapels, (viii.) Contributions from 
charitable trusts, from the Book Boom, and from such 
other sources as may be available. 

2. The amount of collections and subscriptions 
received for this fund, in each circuit, shall be imme- 
diately remitted to the Financial Secretary of the 
Home-Mission Fund, and shall be reported by the 
superintendent at the May district meeting. Should 
any considerable deficiency appear, the Chairman shall 
make strict enquiry into the case. 

3. The district financial secretary shall obtain and 
forward the circuit lists, together with all unremitted 
balances due to the fund, and shall account for the 
same to the financial secretary of the fund. 

4. The Financial District Meeting shall make 
arrangements for holding as many meetings as possible 
in the several circuits, and shall appoint suitable 
deputations to attend them. 
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IV. — ^DISTRICT ADMINISTRATION. 

1. With a view to encourage and stimulate exertion 
for the extension of Methodism in particular localities, 
to maintain and increase the general resources of the 
fund for the country at large, and to avoid the multi- 
plication of local fiinds, it is desirable that each District 
Meeting should have an enlarged control over the 
money obtained by it for home-mission purposes. It 
is therefore agreed that each District, whilst receiving, 
at least, its present ordinary grant, shall be allowed to 
retain and expend three-fourths of the entire increase 
upon its present contributions to the fund, — such con- 
tributions being actually paid in at the May District 
Meeting. N.B. — As the May District Committee 
cannot apportion its available increase unless the 
amount of that increase be then known, or guaranteed, 
it is most desirable that arrangements shocQd be made 
in circuits for closing their home-mission accounts in 
time for the May district meeting. 

2. In the expenditure of the increased sums thus 
placed at the disposal of the districts, special regard 
shall be had to the following objects: The employ- 
ment of District missionaries, and of additional Home- 
Missionary Ministers in circuits. The employment 
of Lay Agents, in accordance with the regulations 
of the Conference. The increase of allowances to 
ministers, in feeble circuits, to such amounts as 
may be in accordance with the regulations of the 
Conference. N.B. — The fund will meet all existing 
obligations, or any obligation which may be sanctioned 
by the Conference, but must not be expected to 
meet any increased expenditure which may arise 
from the calling out of additional ministers through 
the administration of this surplus, or from the failure 
of circuits to fulfil the pledges hereafter entered into by 
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them to make due provision for married ministers, to 
replax^e the unmarried ministers thus called into the 
work. 

3. To carry out more efficiently the objects of the 
fund, and especially to ensure the successful working 
of the scheme for the employment of lay agents, a Dis- 
trict Home-Mission Sub-Committee shedl be appointed 
by the Financial district meeting in each district. 
This district home-mission sub-committee shall consist 
of the chairman and the financial secretaiy of the 
district, and not more than four other ministers, and 
six laymen, of whom one-half at least shall be circuit 
stewards at the time of their appointment At least 
one lay member shall retire annually by rotation* 
Any member of this sub-committee not being other- 
wise a member of the district committee shall become 
such by this appointment. 

4. The district home-mission sub-committee shall be 
responsible for making the necessary financial arrange- 
ments for the support of any District Missionary who 
may be employed in the district, and may invite any 
minister as circuits invite circuit ministers. 

V. — GRANTS TO ASSISTED CIRCUITS. 

1. Payments from the home-mission fund, to assist 
circuits to meet the ordinary tlaims of their ministers, 
shall be remitted to the superintendents in four equal 
instalments, viz., in September, December, March, and 
June. 

2. Special grants shall be paid through tbe financial 
secretaries of the respective districts at the time of 
the annual settlement. 

Grants to increase Allowances, — Temporary grants, 
for a period to be agreed upon between the circuit and 
home-missionary committee, may be made to any 
circuit with the approval of the district committee to 
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which it belongs, to bring the allowances of its married 
ministers up to £130. These grants are not to exceed, 
in the proportion of £1 from the fund for £1 raised in 
the circuit, and are to be made on the condition that 
the allowances shall not afterwards be reduced below 
£130. 

OranU towards Removal Expenses, — 1. If any minister 
be appointed by the Conference to a circuit after an 
invitation sent by that circuit to the minister, every 
expense incurred by his removal, beyond what the 
circuit he is leaving may provide, shall be borne by his 
new circuit 

2. A grant towards the removal expenses of any 
minister may be made by the home-mission committee, 
so soon as it has been certified by the district home- 
mission sub-committee that the claim is reasonable, 
that it has been duly submitted to the quarterly meet- 
ing of the circuit from which the removal has taken 
place, and that the circuit is unable to meet the whole 
expense. 

Grants for Afflictions, — ^No grant for affliction shall 
be paid until the claim has first been presented to the 
quarterly meeting of the circuit from which the appli- 
cation comes, and has been approved by the district 
meeting to which the circuit belongs. 

Grants towards Circuit Travelling. — ^All applications 
for grants on account of circuit travelling, before being 
paid, must be approved by the May district meeting. 

Grants towards Sttpplies, — Any minister needing a 
supply must take counsel with the chairman of the 
district before applying to the President of the Con- 
ference. Any preacher sent to supply by the President 
shall be paid at the rate of thirty guineas per annum 
for the time he is in the circuit. This allowance shall 
not include the board and lodging of the preacher thus 
sent. N.B. — A practice having grown up for preachers 
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on trial to apply to the home-mission and contingent 
fund for grants for afflictions, supplies, &a, in the same 
manner as ministers in full connexion, the Conference 
declares that for the futurp it be imderstood that 
preachers on trial have no claim on the fund for any 
extraordinary expenses. 

Promdon for Married Ministers, — 1. Any circuit 
maJking application for an additional ibinister shall 
furnish a house not later than at the end of four years, 
and at the end of three years wherever practicable ; 
and the superintendent and circuit stewards, acting by 
the direction of the quarterly meeting, shall sign a 
pledge to this e£fect, and satisfy the district committee 
that there is a reasonable probability that such pledge 
will be duly redeemed. This pledge shall be in the 
keeping of the financial secretary of the home-mission 
fund, and a copy of it shall be inserted in the district 
minutes. 

2. The additional allowance from this fund to a 
married minister in full connexion with the Conference, 
for whom no house is provided, and who would other- 
wise receive only the allowance of a single minister, 
shall be, for ministers who have travelled four years, 
at the rate of £40 per aunum ; and, for ministers who 
have travelled five years or upwards, if a house be 
nowhere available, £50 per annum. These amounts 
shall be paid in quarterly instalments. 

3. Whenever a married minister is appointed to a 
circuit which has failed to fulfil its obligation to pro- 
vide for a family, the additional amoimt paid to him 
shall be entered as a grant to the circuit ; and, so long 
as the pledge remains unfulfilled, it shall be considered 
annually, first in the May district committee, and 
then, on the report of that committee, by the 
Conference, whether the appointment shotdd be longer 
continued. 
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4. In all arrangements for the support of married 
ministers for whom houses are not provided, ministers 
stationed in circuits and home-missionary ministers 
shall have the same grants. 

5. Any circuit providing a house at the end of four 
years may receive a grant of £40 towards furniture ; 
if at the end of three years, it may receive £50 ; if at 
the end of two years, £60; if at the end of one year, 
jB70 ; or, if a house be provided when the additional 
minister is appointed, £80 ; but no circuit shall receive 
more than £40 so long as any previous obligation to 
provide for a family remains unfulfilled. 

VI. — ^REGULATIONS FOR THE EMPLOYMENT OP A 

HOME-MISSIONARY. 

The object proposed in the appointment of additional 
ministers to aggressive or missionary work in our own 
coimtry is that specific attention may be given to the 
neglected and careless portion of the poptdation of our 
large towns and the rural districts. Their appalling 
moral and social condition demands a much larger 
share of the practical sympathy of our Connexion. 
An increased concern for the religious welfare of our 
countrymen is already manifested by augmented con- 
tributions to the Wesleyan home-mission and contingent 
fund ; and while anxious to give full support to existing 
circuits, to render them stiU more effective, the Con- 
ference desires to see a well-organised effort to extend 
the work of God in destitute parts of the kingdom. 

Ifome- Mission Work not to he involved or absorbed in 
the present rcgvXar working of circuits. — Any new enter- 
prise of an aggressive character, although conducted in 
harmony with the working of our circuits, requires 
separate arrangements, until the prosperity of the 
Mission shall make its incorporation practicable and 
desirable. 
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When any circuit requests the appointment of a 
home-missionary minister, an engagement shall be 
entered into that his labours shall be devoted to a 
separate district or neighbourhood; and that such 
evangelical labours shall not be diverted from their 
proper object, even by the supplying of vacancies 
occasioned by temporary absence or inability of other 
ministers. A change of appointments with the other 
ministers of the circuit (in the forenoon, where practi- 
cable) is however desirable. Such a chcmge will bring 
the missionary minister into desirable communion with 
the established congregations, beneficially exercise his 
preaching talents, and secure general sympathy. With 
this exception, it is manifestly important, in order to 
the concentration both of labour and responsibility, 
that the minister so employed should give himself 
wholly to his distinctive and proper work. 

Duties of a Home-Missionary Minister, — He should 
daily visit from house to house in his district, until all 
have been visited ; avoiding, however, the usual hours 
for meals, when the poor naturally object to be intruded 
upon by strangers. He should read the Scriptures 
and oflfer prayer, if practicable, in every case ; and 
where this is not practicable, he should introduce as 
much of the Scriptures as possible in conversation, 
giving prominence to the great doctrines which concern 
the sinfulness of man, and his salvation from sin, and 
from its consequences, through the one perfect sacrifice 
of Christ, and by the grace of the Holy Spirit. He 
should urge the duties of prayer, reading the Scrip- 
tures, and habitual attendance on the public worship of 
Almighty Grod; earnestly inviting the people to any 
of our regular or occasional services in the neighbour- 
hood. In these visitations suitable tracts should, if 
possible, be distributed in every house. He should 
inculcate on parents the duty of training up their 
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children religiously, and the importance of sending 
them to Week-day and Simday schools. He should 
faithfully, but prudently and afifectionately, reprove 
sin; especially profaneness, intemperance, and Sabbath- 
breaking. Care shotdd be taken to avoid all unneces- 
sary controversy, or the introduction of subjects 
calculated to produce irritation ; and to create, by a 
truly Christian spirit and demeanour, an affectionate 
sympathy and confidence between the minister and 
those who are visited by him. Without such visitation 
from house to house, and this individual dealing with 
the people, there can be no reasonable hope of their 
being gathered into the church of Christ. 

The sick and dying imperatively demand the care 
of the minister. He will often find affliction aggra- 
vated by deep poverty ; and while it is not presumed 
that he will be able to relieve all such cases, he may, 
with advantage to his work, refer them to our various 
Benevolent Institutions; or, by application to the 
affluent, obtain means for their partial relief 

He ^ould preach out of doors, at every suitable 
opportunity, in a simple, earnest, and cdSectionate 
manner, especially in the thickly-populated and desti- 
tute parts of our towns, and sJso in villages not at 
present visited by our ministers. 

It would often be practicable, in addition to regular 
public worship, to obtain a room for a short service in 
the evening; and sometimes two services might be 
held, in different localities, on the same evening. 
These services would be extemporised and informiJ, 
consisting, in the main, of that simple and faithful 
preaching of Christ crucified, which, applied by the 
Holy Spirit, is the power of God unto salvation. 

It is of the utmost importance that the minister 
should not attempt to embrace too large a sphere of 
action, either as regards population or district. The 
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effect of repeated visits will be to secure greater mutual 
sympathy, to make his efforts more impressive, to 
enable him to mark the effect upon the minds and 
lives of the people, and more certainly to secure the 
spiritual harvest 

In most places pious and earnest members of society 
will be ready to accompany the minister, and to help 
him in various departments of his work; and such 
training will eminently fit them for extensive useful- 
ness in the church* 

Mimonary MirdsteT^s Journal and Reports, — Each 
home missionary minister is to keep a journal, speci- 
fying the number of visits paid and of religious services 
held by him ; the number of persons who have been 
prevailed upon to attend the house of God ; of tliose 
who have been gathered into fellowship with the 
church; and of children obtained for our schools. 
The journal should note remarkable instances of igno- 
rance, and social and moral degradation; and the 
strictest accuracy must be observed, and great pains 
bestowed, in reporting the results of the work imder- 
taken. The supporters of our home-mission movement 
are entitled to a fiill and particular account of the 
proceeding of the ministers employed as home mis- 
sionaries ; and such records will often exhibit plans of 
aggressive and successful labour. It must also be 
remembered that the friends of this work will look less 
at the rrure number of visits and services, than at the 
religious efficiency of each mission. 

Each minister thus employed will be supplied with 
two journals. One of these he will use for three 
monllis, at the expiration of which it must be sent to 
the secretary for the inspection of the committea He 
will then use the other for three months, and at 
the end of each quarter the journals will be inter- 
changed. 
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The missionaiy minister must also furnish an annual 
report to the committee of management, not later than 
the end of June. This is to be an independent docu- 
ment, and not a copy of the journal This report 
may include statements of great spiritual destitution, 
and instances of permanent religious good. A few 
well-selected cases, given in detaU. and with fulness, 
will best serve the purpose. The report should ako 
contain a summary of the work done (vurits, services, 
&c.), as detailed in the joumaL 

Each home missionary minister is directed to forward 
to the general secretary, for the information of the 
committee, a copy of the circuit plan, and a quarterly 
statement of the number of fiill and accredited church 
members, and of persons on trial, in connection with 
the place or places assigned to him as his mission 
district 

RdaUon of Home Missionaries to their SuperitUen- 
dents. — ^The superintendents under whose care such 
ministers are placed will be responsible for their 
proper employment, as before defined, and must not 
allow them to be diverted from it. If in any case it 
be judged expedient to make an existing place of 
worship the centre of missionary operations, such an 
arrangement must not interfere with the preceding 
regulations. The superintendent will be expected to 
peruse the journal of the missionary, to give the com- 
mittee of management regular information of the 
spiritual and financial condition of the work, and to 
present annually to the district committee a report of 
the operation of these missions. 

Appointment of Ministers as Home Missumaries. — Ab 

a general rule, additional ministers can only be 

appointed as home missionaries to neighbourhoods where 

looed contributions are offered to defray part of the 

xpense; and grants will be made from the home- 
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mission and contingent fund towards the support of 
the ministers, to supplement and encourage local 
liberality. For the present, when one-half or more 
than one-half of what may be required to meet the 
claims of a minister shall be provided, such oJSers will, 
all other things being equal, receive the first attention 
of the committee in their recommendations to the 
Conference. It may be desirable, in some cases, not to 
make the appointment of a minister absolutely de- 
pendent on such proportion; but these must be 
exceptions, admitted only upon proved great necessity 
and reasonable prospects of success. AU applications 
for the appointment of home missionary ministers ai*e 
to be sanctioned by the quarterly meetings and by the 
district committees. 

Employment of Married Ministefrs in Home-Mission 
work, — 1. As soon as practicable the spheres of labour 
now occupied by home missionary ministers shall be 
incorporated with the general work of circuits ; and in 
every case in which a married minister shall be 
appointed to a circuit, in connection with such an 
arrangement, the sum of £50 shall be granted by the 
committee, if requested by the circuit, towards 
famishing the additional minister's house. 

2. If necessary, a home-mission grant may be made, 
for a period not exceeding three years, to the circuit in 
which such an arrangement is effected, provided that 
the amount of ministerial labour in the locality to 
which the home missionary minister was originally 
appointed be not diminished. 

3. Should any circuit in which such an arrangement 
has been made require aid from the home-mission and 
contingent fund beyond the period of three years, the 
amount of the grant shall be determined in the usual 
way, and be charged among " Ordinary Deficiencies." 

4. Whenever, in the judgment of the committee, a 
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home-misdon station should have permanently the 
services of a married minister, a house shall be 
provided, either in the usual way by the circuit to 
which the station belongs, aided by the committee's 
grant, or, if the mission is not connected with any 
circuit, by the committee only. In the latter case, 
howeyer, the furniture shall remain the property of the 
committee (who are hereby made responsible for its 
insurance), until, by a special agreement, it has been 
transferred to a dtdy constituted circuit. 

VII. — ^BEGULATIONS FOB THB EMFLOTMENT OF A 

DISTRICT MISSIONABY. 

1. He shall act under the direction of the chainnan 
of the district, and with the concurrence of the 
superintendents of circuits where he may occasionally 
labour. 

2. Should he work in places not included in any 
circuit, he shall be directed in his operation by the 
chairman of the district, in connection with the district 
home-mission subcommittee. 

3. He shall not take the work of any circuit 
minister, except on special occasions, and liien only 
with the written consent of the chairman of the 
district, and on condition that a circuit minister shall 
supply for him. 

4. He shall labour where he can be most serviceable 
in the evangelization of the people ; and especially in 
rural neighbourhoods where no organized Methodism 
now exists, and where, if the mission work be success- 
ful, the places can be afterwards attached to adjacent 
circuits. 

5. He shall pay earnest attention to places where 
Eomanizing practices, infidelity, and inmiorality pre- 
vail, and in which there is no yigorous evangelizing 
agency. 
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6. A monthly report shall be sent by the missionary 
through the chairman of the district, to the general 
secretary of the home-mission fund. 

7. No district missionary shall make collections at 
the services which he may conduct in the district, 
except for the benefit of the mission, and with the 
consent of the district home-mission sub-committee. 

VIII. — ^ARMY AND NAVY 8UB-00MMITTKB. 

1. This sub-committee, for counsel and direction 
relative to Wesleyan-Methodists in the Army and 
Royal Navy, shall consist of the officers of the home- 
mission fund and of the Wesleyan missionary society, 
with an equal number of the members of tiie home- 
mission committee and of the committee of the 
Wesleyan missionary society, and other ministers and 
laymen interested in Methodist work in the Army and 
Royal Navy, who shall be appointed by the Conference. 
An assistant secretary shall be appointed to this 
sub-committee, for the purpose of conducting cor- 
respondence, and advising generally on Nav^ and 
Mihtary matters. The Minutes of such sub-committee 
shall be submitted to the home-mission committee, 
and to the committee of the Wesleyan missionary 
society. 

2. A circular shall be sent to all superintendent 
ministers stationed in garrison towns, or where Depot 
centres are established, informing them of the standing 
Regulations of the Army and Royal Navy, which 
require all troops, not on duty, to be paraded and 
marched every Simday morning to the public religious 
services of their own denominations, and requesting 
those ministers to take suitable measures for gathering 
into our congregations and societies such officers, non- 
commissioned officers, and soldiers, as declare them- 
selves Wesleyan-Methodists, and those children in 
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Government schools whose parents are Wesleyan- 
Methodists. 

3. Ministers appointed for the benefit of Wesleyan- 
Methodists in the Army or Royal Navy, or both, and 
supported by the home-mission committee, shall con- 
duct all special parade services. 

4. Generally, it is desirable that ministers designated 
to Army work should be appointed to circuits in the 
ordinary way, and that arrangements shotdd be made 
between the home-mission committee and the circuit 
authorities with reference to details of work and pay- 
ment. 

* 

5. The quarterly meetings of circuits, to which Army 
ministers are designated, shall, when such appoint- 
ments are proposed, be invited to send representatives 
to meet the committee to arrange such details. In. 
cases where more than one circuit is concerned, the 
authorities of each circuit shall be consulted. 

6. The Army and Navy sub-committee shall have 
authority, from time to time, with the concurrence of 
the home-mission committee, to issue circulars of 
information for the instruction of Army and Navy 
ministers, but only in accordance with the regulations 
of the Conference. 

IX. — THE EMPLOYMENT OP LAY AGENTS. 

General Basis. — 1. That the time has arrived when 
it is desirable to employ lay agents on a larger scale, 
and in a more systematic way, than heretofore ; and 
that our district organization affords special facilities 
which may be rendered available in framing a general 
scheme for the employment of such agents. 2. That, 
by the imion of district central influence with circuit 
enterprise and responsibility, a plan may be devised 
which will meet ^e exigencies of the present time. 
3. That, in any such plan, it must be a governing 
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principle that no interference can be allowed with the 
responsibility of the superintendent minister, or with 
the constitutional rights and authority of the quarterly 
meeting. 4. That, while it is not desirable for the 
general home-mission committee to have any responsi- 
bility in regard to the selection or support of lay 
agents employed according to any such plan, that 
committee shotdd keep a register of all such agents, 
and in this way be able to facilitate the transfer of 
agents from one district to another. 5. That such a 
plan for the employment of lay agents shall not have 
any authority or any necessary application in cases 
where such agents are entirely supported by funds 
obtained within the circuit or circuits immediately 
concerned. 

General Outline of Plan for the Employment of Lay 
Agents. — In conformity with the foregoing resolutions, 
the following Plan is submitted : — 

1. (t.) The district home-mission sub-committee 
shall approve only such lay agents as may be recom- 
mended by the quarterly meeting of any circuit, 
(u.) They shall superintend, in harmony with the 
circuit quarterly meetings, or the circuit home-mission 
committees, the transfer from circuit to circuit, within 
the district, of duly accredited lay agents, (m.) They 
may provide, if they think fit, lay agents to labour 
within the district in any sphere not now included in 
any circuit or home-mission station. (tV.) They shall 
determine, in conjunction with the quarterly meetings, 
or with committees duly appointed by quarterly meet- 
ings, of the circuits concerned, the limits of the sphere 
of labour of any lay agent ; and they shall require and 
receive a quarterly report of his labours, (v.) They 
shall receive applications from circuits desiring to 
employ lay agents, and shall negotiate the amount 
which the circuits shall respectively contribute towards 
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the support of the agents, and shall correspond with 
the quarterly meeting, or the circuit home-mission 
committee, as to their selection, appointment, and 
duties, (vi.) It shall be the duty of the secretary of 
each district home-mission sub- committee to send to 
the general secretary of home-missions the names of all 
agents approved by such sub-committee, and to com- 
municate with him if it be deemed desirable to transfer 
an agent from one district to another, (vii.) The dis- 
trict home-mission sub-committee shall present to the 
May district meeting a Report of the work done within 
the district by the lay agents ; and, with a view to the 
complete representation of all Wesleyan-Methodist 
home-missionary agencies, of whatever kind, shall also 
transmit a Report, through the district meeting, to the 
connexional home-mission committee, that it may fur- 
nish, in its annual Report, a suitable summary of the 
work done in all the districts. 

2. No such lay agent shall be employed in any 
circuit except on the resolution of the quarterly meet- 
ing; and every such agent shall act under the 
immediate direction of a committee appointed by the 
quarterly meeting. The quarterly meeting, or its 
committee, shall have power to engage, remove, or 
dismiss him, giving due notice thereof to the district 
home-mission sub-committee. 

3. All lay agents shall be engaged subject to the 
following regulations, the violation or neglect of which 
shall invalidate all claims to pecuniary help from the 
district : (t.) Every such agent must have been recom- 
mended for employment as a lay agent, in the first 
instance, by the quarterly meeting or the superin- 
tendent of the circuit in which he was at the time a 
resident member of the Society, (u.) He must be 
approved by the district home-mission sub-committee, 
(ttt.) No lay agent shall be engaged for more than one 
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year at a time, subject to not less than one month's 
notice or salary in case of dismissal, the same notice 
being required should he wish to resign ; and no lay 
agent shall remain at the same mission station for a 
longer period than four years, (iv,) Every lay agent 
shall be required to keep a Journal, which shall be 
submitted to the superintendent minister, or, if he 
labour in any sphere not now included in any circuit 
or home-mission station, to the chairman of the district, 
at least once a month ; he shall also furnish a report 
of visits paid and services held to the quarterly meet- 
ing, or to the committee appointed by it (v.) The 
means for the support of such lay agency shall not be 
derived from the ordinary income of the quarterly 
meeting, but from subscriptions and collections con- 
tributed expressly for such lay agency. 

4. While observing the foregoing resolutions and 
regulations, two or more circuits may combine for the 
employment of one or more lay agents. N.B. — In the 
foregoing scheme, the term lay agents is intended to 
include both men and women, who must be members 
of the Wesleyan-Methodist Society. 

MBTBOPOLITAN LAY MISSION. 

1. The members of the district home-mission sub- 
committee for the two London districts, who are resi- 
dent in the metropolitan circuits, shall constitute a 
joint home-mission committee for the metropolis. 

2. The metropolitan Lay Mission shall be maintained 
on its present basis, with the provision that the mem- 
bers of this joint home-mission committee for London 
shall be members of the committee of the lay mission, 
the constitution of that committee remaining other- 
wise the same as at present 

X. — ^MISCELLANEOUS. 

1. Ministers who have travelled not more than 
I 
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twenty-one years, and have lost their health, may be 
allowed to retire for one year, and may, if in necessitous 
circumstances, receive, in addition to the allowances 
payable from the Annuitant Society and Connexional 
Funds, a sum not exceeding £80, of which one-half 
shall be provided by the Home-Mission and Contingent 
Fund, the 'other half being paid by the Auxiliary Fund. 
Each case shall be considered by a mixed committee 
of seven members^ who shall be appointed by the 
Conference, namely, — ^the ex-president, three ministers, 
and three laymen. Should the Conference deem it 
indispensable, a second year's grant may be allowed. 

2. When the Conference, in order to retain in the 
full work a minister who has travelled forty years and 
upwards, and who must otherwise become a super- 
numerary, allows him an assistant, his support, except 
in those cases in which the Conference shall decide 
that the whole expense shall be paid out of the Home- 
Mission and Contingent Fund, shall be provided as 
follows, viz., one-third by the minister so assisted, or 
by the circuit to which he is appointed; one-third 
from the Auxiliary Fund; and one-third from the 
Home-Mission and Contingent Fund. The expense 
shall be calculated so as to include the amount which 
it may be necessary to reserve to meet prospective 
charges on connexional funds. 

3. Having regard to the arrangement made with the 
full concurrence of the Connexion in 1852 and 1853, by 
which the allowance made for furniture should be paid 
to ministers on their retirement from the full work of 
the ministry, and to the widows of such as die in the 
work, without bringing any charge on the Worn-out 
Ministers' and Ministers' Widows' Fund; the Con- 
ference is of opinion that, on grounds of fairness and 
equity, that arrangement should be continued^ and 
'^nfirmed. 
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SECTION XVII.— THE BOOK ROOM. 

The Rev. John Wesley was the fouader and proprietor 
of the book establishment, and the superintendents 
were associated with him in the distribution of the 
books and tracts, the profits of which were at Mr. 
Wesley's disposal By his last will and testament, all 
his books, stock-in-trade, <fec., were left, in trust, for 
carrying on the work of God in connection with the 
Conference of the people called Methodists, according 
to the Deed of Declaration, filed in Chancery, in 1784, 
after providing for the liabilities specified in the Will. 

At the Conference of 1806, the Rev. Robert Lomas 
presented, in manuscript, "A Brief Account of the 
Book Concerns of the Conference, with the Rules and 
Management of the same." This document was read, 
and carefully considered ; and was adopted by a unani- 
mous resolution. The Conference also directed that it 
should be printed and circtdated among the preachers. 
See Minutes, 1806. 

For the due management of this book and tract 
concern, growing every year, there is a Book Steward 
and an Editor, both of whom are ministers. The 
Conference also appoints a committee, which meets 
monthly; and every year, during the Conference, about 
sixty otiier ministers meet with the ordinary committee, 
for the piupose of deliberating on the affairs of the 
establishment. The profits are, year by year, devoted 
to the maintenance of the Work of God. 

The Tract Committee is appointed by the Book 
Committee, and meets once a month. The Secretary 
is annually appointed by the Conference. 



SECTION XVIIL— THE CHAPEL COMMITTEE. 

DuRiNa the lifetime of Mr. Wesley much difficulty 
arose through faulty settlement of chapels and other 
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troBt property, and a variefj of measoies were devised 
for the purpose of obtaming a safe and mufonn setUe- 
ment of the property aoquired by the Tolnntary gifts 
of the Methodist people Help was also needed for 
many chapels heavily burdened with debt An exam- 
ination of the old Mmutes will show, year after year, a 
long list in answer to the question, " What collections 
for chapels are allowed to be made during the coming 
yearl" 

In 1817 the Conference recorded the opinion that it 
was desirable to deyise a plan which should be " less 
incouTenient to the circuits, and more productive to 
the trustees ; " and the President and Secretaiy were 
authorized to convene a meeting of trustees and 
preachers at Leeds, on the Saturday immediately pre- 
ceding the next Conference, to prepare a plan for the 
consideration of the Conference. The I^sident and 
Secretary were also authorized to call a meeting of 
preachers and trustees in London, in April or May, aa 
a preparatory Committee, to examine and arrange pro- 
posals and suggestions relative to a General Chapel 
Fund. For the ensuing year five preachers were 
appointed as a Committee, to whom all proposals 
were to be sent for new erections or purchases. These 
measures resulted in the establishment, at the Con- 
ference of 1818, of the General Chapel Fund, under 
the control of an equal number of preachers and 
laymen. 

From the Centenary Fund, originated in 1839, a 
grant was made to the Chapel Committee, enabling 
them to commence a system of loans, repayable with- 
out interest in a term of years. In 1854 (help to the 
Loan Fund having been given from the '' Belief and 
Extension Fund **) further regulations were passed by 
the Conference, through which the beneficial action of 
Committee was greatly extended. In 1866 the 
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connexional rules relating to chapel affairs were revised, 
and a ^'Compendium'' was prepared and authorized. 
It is here given entire, with regulations which have 
been made since that time. 

The Conference, having carefully considered the 
Compendium of Regulations respecting Weslejan- 
Methodist Trust Property, which has been revised by 
several committees, now directs that the following 
rules shall, in future, be observed : — 

CHAPEL COMMITTEE. 

1. [The Chapel Committee shall consist of — (i.)€X' 
officio members, namely, the president and the secretary 
of the Conference, the ex-president, the treasurers of 
the fund, the secretaries of the committee, the chairman 
of the Manchester district, the secretary and lay 
treasurers of th« Metropolitan Chapel Building Com- 
mittee, and the secretary of the fund for the extension 
of Methodism in Great Britain, with — (w.) twenty-three 
ministers and twenty-seven laymen, who shall be 
recommended by the chapel committee for nomination 
to the Conference, chiefly from among members resident 
in the Manchester, Bolton, and adjacent districts. A 
list of the ministers and laymen recommended by the 
chapel committee for nomination to the Conference 
(together with a list of ex^ffido members) shall be sent 
by the secretaries of the chapel committee to the 
secretaries of the nomination committee not later than 
ten days before the opening of the next Representative 
session of the Conference. 1881.] 

2. The Conference refers to this committee the 
administration of its regulations relating to all existing 
and proposed cliapels, schools, and other property held, 
or to be held, in trust for the Connexion in Great 
Britain, except property placed under any other com- 
mittee appointed by the Conference. 
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3. This committee shall determine on all erections^ 
enlargements, purchases, and sales of trust property, 
and on the erection of organs; shall dispose of all loans 
and grants ; and, when requested, may afford advice 
on difficult cases. 

4. The committee shall meet once a month, usually 
on the first Wednesday ; and offcener, if necessary. 

5. All communications intended for the committee 
must reach the secretaries not later than the Saturday 
preceding the day of the usual monthly meeting. 

6. A general Report of the proceedings of the Com* 
mittee shall be annually forwarded for the consideration 
of the Conference. 

CHAPEL FUND. 

1. The supplies for the General Chapel Fund shall 
be raised — ^by private subscriptions ; by public col- 
lections, to be made yearly in every chapel ; by annual 
subscriptions, to be requested from the trust fund of 
each chapel ; by donations, and by legacies. 

2. The amount of subscriptions and collections 
received for this fund, in each circuit, shall be reported 
by the superintendent at the May district meeting, 
and, where any considerable deficiency shall appear, the 
Chairman shall make strict enquiry into the cause. 

3. The income of the Fund shall, after defraying 
expenses, be applied, by the chapel conmiittee, in 
grants toward the relief of chapels, and either in 
grants or loans in aid of new chapels in such propor- 
tions as the committee shall from time to time deem 
expedient. 

4. In addition to the fund thus raised annually, the 
sum appropriated to chapel relief and extension, from 
the Connexional Relief and Extension Fund raised in 
1853, and placed at the disposal of the committee, 
shall be applied in the way of Loan withotjt Interest. 
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One-fourth of this sum may be lent in -aid of new 
chapels, and a larger proportion if the Conference shall 
judge it expedient. 

[^^ See Eegulations under the heads of ** Aid to 
existing chapels " and *^ Aid to proposed chapels." 

ERECTIONS, ENLABGEMENTS, AND PURCHASES. 

(I.) Consent of Superintendent — The consent of the 
superintendent shall be necessary to every erection, 
enlargement, alteration, or purchase. 

[In the year 1872 the following definition of an 
'' enlargement '* was given. ^' The Conference declares 
that not only every addition to the area of a chapel, 
but the erection of a gallery, or of any adjoining room, 
shall, as heretofore, be considered an enlargement 
within the meaning of the Kule No. IV., 1, Vol. XVI., 
8vo, page 564, Minutes 1866. Further, the Conference 
recommends Trustees to confer with the Chapel Com- 
mittee before commencing important alterations of 
their trust premises, though they may not, in the first 
instance, intend to incur debt."] 

(II.) Conaent of Quarterly Meeting. — No chapel, 
school, or dwelling-house shall be erected, enlarged, 
or purchased, without the previous consent of the 
quarterly meeting of the circuit. 

(III.) Consent of District Oommittee, — 1. Every ordi- 
nary application for permission to erect, enlarge, or 
purchase a chapel, school, or dwelling-house, or to 
introduce an organ into a chapel, or for the purchase 
or sale of any trust property, must be presented to the 
district committee on a proper Schedcde, signed by the 
superintendent, and at least three of the acting or 
proposed trustees. The approbation of that com- 
mittee must be obtained before any such case can be 
sanctioned by the chapel conmiittee. 

2. A District Chapel Sub-Committee shall be 
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appointed yearly at the September meeting of the 
district committee, and shall consist of the Chairman 
and Financial Secretary of the District, two other 
ministers, and four laymen ; one of the ministers to 
be chapel Secretary for the District [One of the lay 
members may also be a Secretary. 1879.] One lay 
member shall retire annually by rotation. The lay 
members shall be members of the District Committee 
when chapel afifairs are under consideration. 

3. Cases of Urgency. — In any case of uigency, rela- 
ting to the erection, enlargement, purchase, or sale of 
any chapel, school, or other trust property, where it 
would be seriously detrimental to defer the considera- 
tion of the case till the meeting of the May or the 
September District Committee, the Chapel Sub-Com- 
mittee of the District may consider such case ; and, on 
receiving from that sub-committee a Schedule properly 
filled up and signed, the chapel committee are autho- 
rised to deal with the case as though it had passed the 
District Committee. All such cases, however, with the 
circumstances which rendered this mode of procedure 
necessary, must be reported to the ensuing District 
Committee by the chairman or the secretary of the 
sub-committee. Any expenses incurred by the sub- 
committees for such purposes most be defrayed by the 
parties on whose behalf the Meetings are held. 

4. No case shall be approved by a district com- 
mittee, or district sub-committee, except in conformity 
with the regulations of the Conference. 

[" The Conference resolves that, in future, the Chapel 
Committee shall be authorised to consider applications 
for Grants towards the removal of debts on chapel 
trusts, on the recommendation of District Chapel Sub- 
Committees." 1876.] 

(rV.) Consent of Chapel Committee. — 1. The obliga- 
tion to obtain the sanction of the chapel committee 
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extends to all cases of erection, purchase, or enlarge- 
ment, whether debt be incurred or not, and also to 
cases of alteration in which it is proposed to incur 
debt. 

2. The committee shall be satisfied, before giving 
their sanction to any case, that all land required for 
the purpose is, or will be, legally secured for the 
intended object. Drafts of all deeds shall be forwarded 
to the committee for examination. 

3. Subject to the provisions hereinafter mentioned, 
no chapel or other property shall be erected, purchased, 
or enlarged, imless the committee are satisfied, either 
that the entire outlay will be defrayed within twelve 
months after the opening, or that at least three-fourths 
of such outlay will be defrayed within such period of 
twelve months, and the remainder within a definite 
time to be agreed upon with the conmiittee. 

(1.) In the case, however, of the erection, purchase, 
or acquisition, by trustees, of property (other than 
chapels or schools) yielding a fixed revenue, and which 
can be shown to be a permanent advantage to the 
trust, the committee shall have power, at their dis- 
cretion, to relax the preceding rule. 

(2.) In the case of an enlargement or alteration of 
a chapel already free from debt, or of a chapel the 
income of which is large in proportion to the debt, the 
amount of temporary debt to be allowed on such 
enlargement or alteration may be fixed with a due 
regard to the ability of the trust to discharge it out of 
surplus income within a time to be agreed upon with 
the committee. 

(3.) In any case in which money is lent to trustees 
to be repaid without interest, and an adequate 
guarantee is given that no interest shall be charged 
for such money during a period of time to be specified, 
the amount of interest that would have been payable 
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at £5 per cent., if the sum so lent had been subject to 
interest, may be taken into consideration in estimating 
the amount of debt which may be allowed to remain 
for a time on the trust. 

(4.) In the case of money given on annuity, the 
Talue of the annuity shall be estimated as a debt, or 
deduction, equal to the sum for which a Goyemxnent 
annuity of the same amount, for a person of the same 
age, may be purchased. 

(5.) Any sum which trustees of any other chapel 
may engage to vote out of their surplus trust income, 
year by year for a definite time, in aid of a new chapel, 
may be estimated as equivalent to a present sub- 
scription if it is to be paid within four years ; but if it 
is to be paid during a longer term, then as equivalent 
to a subscription not exceeding its present money 
value. 

(6.) K any trust property be subject to gronnd 
rent or other incumbrance, the capitalized value 
thereof shall be estimated as part of the outlay. 

(7.) Any schoolroom connected with a chapel trust 
estate, the income of which may be available for the 
payment of interest, shall be subject to the regulations 
which apply to the erection and enlargement of chapels. 

(8.) No other schoolroom shall be erected, purchased, 
or enlarged, unless the committee are satisfied that the 
entire outlay will be defrayed within twelve months 
after the opening, or re-opening, of such schoolroom. 

4. Superintendents of circuits, and promoters of day 
schools, are to communicate, first, willi the Education 
Committee, according to its rules, and, secondly, with 
the Chapel Committee, in accordance with the pre- 
ceding rules. 

N.B. — (t.) The twelve months mentioned in the 
preceding regulations shall be considered as ending at 
the May district meeting next following the expiration 
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to that period, (it.) The preceding regulations do not 
apply to the purchase of sites, when by such purchase 
no debt is brought upon any existing trust estate. 

5. The committee may require that plans and 
estimates of any chapel, school, or house proposed to be 
built or enlarged shall be laid before them ; and, if aid 
toward any chapel be solicited, the committee may 
consult an architect if they deem it necessary. 

6. When it is proposed to deviate from the arrange- 
ments sanctioned by the committee, so as to increase 
the debt beyond the sum allowed, the proposed 
departure from the original plans or terms shall be 
fuUy stated in a letter signed by the superintendent 
and at least three of the trustees, and the consent of 
the committee obtained. 

7. A copy of the conditions on which the conmiittee 
may sanction any erection, purchase, enlargement, or 
alteration shall be sent to the trustees for insertion in 
their trust book. 

8. Superintendents are directed, in every case, to 
give all the particulars requested in the schedules 
issued by the conmiittee. Applications for modificcUions 
may be made by letter only. 

9. Organs. — Every application for permission to 
introduce an organ into a chapel shall be made, on the 
schedule provided for the purpose, to the district 
committee, or district chapel sub-committee ; and, if 
it obtain their approval, shsdl then be submitted to the 
chapel committee. The entire cost of an organ shall 
be defrayed at or before the opening. 

10. In all cases of erection, alteration, enlargement, 
purchase, or acquisition of trust property, the following 
directions shall apply: (1.) The committee shall, 
from time to time, call for proof of the fulfilment of 
the prescribed conditions. (2.) All violations of rule 
shall be reported by the secretaries to the respective 
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district committeeBy and to the Conference. (3.) When 
a superintendent, on entering a circuit, shall find the 
building or enlargement of a chapel, school, or 
dwelling-house commenced, or about to be commenced, 
v^ithout the consent of the chapel committee, he shall 
forthwith give to them all the information in his power 
respecting it. 

INVBSTIGATION B7 DISTRICT COMMITTEES. 

1. The Chairmen of districts are required to make 
a full examination, in the May District meetings, of 
the returns relating to every new chapel, school, house, 
or organ, and all enlargements and purchases; and 
district chapel secretaries are required to forward 
immediately to the chapel committee all minutes and 
schedules relating to such cases. 

2. Chairmen of districts are also required to 
examine into all cases specially remitted to them, on 
account of the trustees having failed, in former years, 
to observe the prescribed conditions, and cause a record 
of the particulars to be made in the district minutes. 
In order to give effect to this regulation, the district 
minutes relating to such cases shall be read at the 
September district meetings, that superintendents may 
be prepared to produce, at the ensuing May district 
meetings, schedules duly filled up, showing the actual 
state of such Trusts. 

3. The attention of district committees is also 
directed to the following particulars : (1.) All chapels, 
previously to their being opened, shall be duly regis- 
tered as places of public worship, and the certificate of 
such registration shall be publicly read at the opening 
service. (2.) Before the occupation, for connexional 
purposes, of any property affected by our rules, super- 
intendents shall apply for the consent of the chapel 
^mmittee. (3.) Applications for pecuniary assistance 
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towards chapels or schools shall not be made beyond 
the limits of the circuits in which such chapels or 
schools are, or are intended to be, erected, imless such 
applications shall have been expressly sanctioned by the 
Conference. (4.) Trustees violating any of our rule* 
relating to chapel affairs shall not receive assistance 
from the chapel fund, unless the Conference, upon a 
representation of the case by the chapel committee, 
shall authorize such assistance. 

DEEDS. 

1. All sites acquired for new chapels shall, whenever 
practicable, be settled upon the trusts of the chapel 
Model Deed, sanctioned by the Conference in 1832 ; 
and sites acquired for new Schools, if distinct from 
chapel sites and management, shall be settled upon one 
of the school Model Deeds. Sites for schools con- 
tiguous to chapels, when the schools are not intended 
for day-schools, may be most conveniently settled 
upon the same trust as the chapels. 

2. Superintendent ministers shall take immediate 
steps to secure the due settlement of chapels and 
schools already built if not yet legally settled. 

3. Appointments of new trustees shall be duly made, 
as prescribed by the respective trust deeds. 

N.B. — (1.) All deeds creating charitable trust must 
be executed by the conveying parties in the presence of 
two witnesses, and be enrolled in Chancery within six 
months after the land has been conveyed [or registered 
by the chapel committea 1868.1 Additional land ac- 
quired for the same objects must be settled on the same 
trusts, and the deeds are subject to the same regula- 
tions respecting attestation and enrolment (2.) No 
alteration of existing trusts can be made, except by 
the Charity Commissioners or the Court of Chancery. 

4 Suitable provison shall be made in every circuit 
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for the safe custody of trust deeds, and a proper record 
of them entered in a book, to be preserved by the 
superintendent minister. 

MANAGEMENT OF TRUST PBOPEBTT. 

1. Suitable cash and minute books shall be provided 
by the trustees of each chapel or other trust property; 
and a meeting shall be held, once in every year, at 
which the annual accounts of the trust shall be audited. 
Minutes of trustees' meetings shall be taken and pre- 
served. 

2. Superintendents are required to examine, once a 
year, the accounts of each trust within their respective 
circuits. Chairmen of districts shall institute particu- 
lar inquiry, in the May district meetings, as to the 
■observance of this direction. 

3. A united meeting of the treasurers and trustees 
of the several trust estates shall be annually held in 
«veiy circuit, on some day to be fixed at the December 
quarterly meeting; at which trustees' meeting an 
abstract of the several treasurers' accounts shidl be 
'examined and entered in a circuit book, to be carefully 
kept by a secretary appointed for the purpose at the 
same quarterly meeting. 

4. A Schedule, duly filled up from this circuit book, 
shall be forwarded every year, not later than the 20th 
of April, by each superintendent, to the secretary of 
the district chapel sub-committee. 

5. This sub-committee shall meet prior to, or in con- 
nection with, the May district meeting, to examine the 
schedules; and shall bring before the district committee 
any inquiries or suggestions arising out of such exami- 
nation. 

6. Ccntrtbutians to Circuits. — Superintendents shall 
request trustees of chapels to vote to the circuit funds 
stA much as can be afforded out of their trust income. 
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Insurance. — ^The duty of insuring trust property is 
strongly urged upon all our trustees. 

Annuities. — Trustees are advised not to grant 
annuities, except on very easy terms ; and consultation 
with the chapel committee is recommended. 

LEGAL PBOCEEDINGfi, 

1. No lawsuit relating to chapels, schools, or other 
trust property shall be commenced without the consent 
of the chapel committee, except by the direction of the 
Conference. And, unless such consent or direction be 
first obtained, the parties proceeding shall be alone 
responsible for all expenses incurred by such lawsuit. 

2. No application shall be made to the Charity Com- 
missioners by any of our ministers or trustees for any 
Order affecting Wesleyan-Methodist trust property, 
unless the President for the time being be a consenting 
party thereto ; and the Conference empowers the Pre- 
sident for the time being to affix his signature to any 
petition or application to the Charity Commissioners 
for the exercise of their powers, provided that it be 
first certified and recommended to him by the chapel 
committee. 

SALES. 

. 1. Every application for the permission of Conference 
for the sale of a chapel, or other trust property, shall 
be approved by the district committee, or district 
chapel sub-committee, and by the chapel committee, 
who shall report to the Conference. 

2. If the sale of a chapel or other trust property 
should be deemed expedient in the interval between 
one Conference and another, the President for the time 
being is authorized, on behalf of the Conference, to 
affix his signature to the document giving permission 
to sell, provided that each case be first certified to him 
as approved by the chapel committee. 
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3. All sales of trust property which shall be duly 
sanctioned shall be entered in the Journal of the Con* 
ference. 

AID TO EXISTING CHAPELS. 

(I.) Relief hy Loans vdthout Interest, — 1. One half of 
the amount of debt which the trustees of any chapel, 
or number of chapels united, propose to extinguish, 
may be advanced as a loan without interest ; the other 
half being previously paid oflP by the applicants. 

2. All loans shall be repaid by half-yearly instal- 
ments ; such repayment to extend over a period to be 
agreed upon, but never exceeding ten years. The 
whole amount remaining unpaid to be immediately 
recoverable, in default of the due payment of any 
instalment 

3. Satisfactory security shall be given for the due 
repayment of the loans, and for the fulfilment of the 
conditions which the committee may require. 

4. Applicants shall produce their trust deeds, if 
required by the committee. 

5. Applicants shall engage to maintain a reasonable 
system of seat rents, to contribute annually from their 
trust income to the chapel fund, and to appropriate 
the surplus proceeds of their trust property to the sap- 
port and extension of the work of God in their circuits, 
or in aid of Connexional Institutions. 

(II.) Relief hy Grants, — 1. Applications for relief by 
grants must be submitted to the May district com* 
mitteesj but cases of special exigency may be con- 
sidered, if they pass the September district committees. 
All such applications must be made upon the authorized 
schedules. Any additional statement which trustees 
may deem it necessary to lay before the committee 
must be presented in writing. 

2. No application for relief shall be recommended by 
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a district committee unless the trustees make anniver- 
sary collections in aid of their funds, or show sufficient 
cause to the contrary ; nor until they engage to contri- 
bute an annual subscription from their trust estate to 
the chapel fund the amount to be agreed upon with 
the committee. 

3. No case shall be considered by the chapel com- 
mittee unless the deeds be produced, if required. 

4. In the case of any application for the relief of a 
chapel, if any part of the trust premises be occupied 
as a Sunday school, a reasonable rent must be paid to 
the trustees. 

5. In all cases of grants towards the reduction of 
debts, the chapel committee shall see that securities to 
the whole amount of the sum liquidated be cancelled, 
and a record of them preserved by the committee. 

AID TO PROPOSED CHAPELS. 

The following are the rules for the administration 
of the Erections' Fund, instituted by the Conference in 
1859, and of that portion of the chapel fund which 
may be available for the new erections : — 

1. Assistance shall be confined to chapels respecting 
which it can be shown that special reasons exist for 
connexional aid. 

2. Such a proportion of the annual income of the 
fund arising from collections and subscriptions, as the 
committee may frx)m time to time deem expedient, 
shall be employed in grants or loans to aid the building 
of chapels, under such regulations as the committee 
shall deem proper. 

3. One-fourth of the loan fund raised in 1853 may 
be appropriated, at the discretion of the committee, in 
loans towards new erections. 

4. No case shall be considered eligible for assistance 

K 
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in which our established regulations are not complied 
with, by securing at least three-fourths of the proposed 
outlay apart from any loan by the oommittee. But 
the committee may, if they see fit, in any very special 
case, make a small grant towards securing that propor- 
tion. ' 

5. In the case of chapels costing less than £200, 
assistance shall be rendered only by the way of Grant 

6. In all cases to which aid shall be promised, it 
shall be an indispensable condition that any temporary 
debt which may be allowed to remain on the chapel, 
shall be paid ofiP within a definite time to be agreed 
upon with the committee. 

7. Trustees of chapels assisted from this fund shall 
subscribe annually out of their trust income to the 
chapel fund. 

N.B. — ^When it is intended to seek assistance from 
this fuud, the superintendent is recommended, in order 
to prevent the disappointment which might otherwise 
be occasioned, to make preliminary enquiry of the 
chapel committee, whether the case is one which, if 
approved by the district committee, or district chapel 
sub-committee, will be likely to receive such assistance. 

SCHEDULES, CIRCULARS, ETC. 

1. A schedule shall be sent every year by the secre- 
taries of the committee to each district chapel secretary, 
containing the conditions on which permission to build 
or enlarge chapels, schools, or houses, to introduce 
organs, or to purchase property, has been given, and 
respecting which returns have not been made. This 
schedule shall be returned to the committee imme- 
diately after the district meeting, that they may be 
prepared to report to the Conference how far the pre- 
scribed conditions have been observed. 
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2. The annual circait schednleSy with the minutes 
of district committees on chapel affairs, and all other 
chapel documents, shall be forwarded immediately 
after the May district meetings to the secretaries of the 
chapel committee. 

3. The committee may send, when they deem it 
expedient, suitable circulars and schedules to superin- 
tendents, chairmen, and district chapel secretaries, 
as cases may require; and such schedules, properly 
filled up and signed, shall be duly returned to the 
committee. 

ADDITIONAL, CONCERNING GRANTS AND LOANS. 

The Conference directs that if, in any case to which 
a connexional committee has paid a Grant or Loan 
towards the cost of erecting a chapel on condition that 
no debt shall be left except a Loan or Loans repayable 
without interest, any other debt be contracted without 
the sanction of the committee advancing the Loan, and 
of the general chapel committee, the particulars of 
fiuch debt and the circumstances which occasioned it 
shall be reported to the ensuing annual meeting of the 
district in which such chapel is situated, and a record 
of the action taken thereon by the said district meet- 
ing shall be presented to the ensuing Conference. 
1874. 

MISSION CHAPELS. 

''On the recommendation of the committee appointed 
under the direction of the last Conference, to consider 
the legal position of iron chapels, mission rooms, and 
other temporary or experimental places of worship, the 
Conference adopts the following resolutions : — 

"1. That the Chapel Committee be directed to 
prepare a short and simple form of agreement suitable 
for signature by persons in whose names premises are 
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acquired for temporary occapation as mission rooms, 
defining the purposes for which the property is to be 
held. . 

**2. That the financial arrangements relating to 
such premises shall be nnder the direction of the 
quarterly meeting of the circuit in which sudi premises 
are situated, or of a conunittee appointed thereby, and 
that the consent of other connexional authorities shall 
not be required to such arrangements. 

" 3. That the preceding arraogements, namely, the 
use of the short form of agreement and the exemption 
from the necessity of obtaining the consent of the 
connexional authorities, other than the quarterly 
meeting of the circuit, shall not be held to apply to 
premises taken for terms of fourteen years or upwaurds^ 
or to premises taken on leases, which are renewable 
from time to time, or beyond the period of fourteen 
years." 1879. 

For recent legidcUion as to school property, tee latter 
peat of Section X. 

The following Chapel Funds are accomplishing an 
important work — ^but, as they are local, it is not 
necessary to give detailed information as to their 
management. 

The Metropolitan Wedeyan Chapel Building Fund 
was founded about twenty years ago, and has hoea 
instrumental in promoting the erection of a great 
number of chapels in London and the suburbs. See 
Minutes for 1862 and 1881. 

The N&rth Wales District Chapd Fund was foimded 
in 1867. See Minutes for 1867 and 1881. 

The Relief and Extension Fund for Methodism in 
Scotland was also originated in 1 867. See Minutes for 
1867 and 1881. 

The South Wales District Chapel Fund was established 
in 1873. See Minutes for 1873 and 1881. 



THEOLOGICAL INSTITUTION. 149 

SECTION XIX.— THE THEOLOGICAL 

INSTITUTION. 

Onb of Mr. Wesley's disappointments was, inability 
to make provision for the training of the men who were 
called to labour with him in preaching the gospel of 
the Lord Jesus ; and for many years after his death the 
Conference was anxious respecting this matter — not to 
try to make preachers, but to afford competent help to 
those who were accepted candidates on the belief that 
they werel divinely called to the work. In 1835, the 
Conference sanctioned the plan on which a great 
amount of care had been bestowed by a Committee 
appointed for the purpose ; and in that year a com- 
mencement was made at H oxto n, in hired premises. 
The accommodation being found insufficient, Abney 
House, Stoke Newington, was rented. Both arrange- 
ments were temporary. Hoxton was vacated, and 
Didsbury College was opened in 1842 ; Abney House 
was relinquished, and Richmond College was occupied 
in 1843 ; Headingley College in 1868 ; and Birmingham 
CoUege in 1881. For some years the Richmond 
branch has been appropriated exclusively to candidates 
for the foreign work. 

There is a general committee, composed of ministers 
and laymen ; and for each branch an executive com- 
mittee is annually appointed. See Minutes, 1881. 
The missionary committee is the executive committee 
for the Richmond branch, and the local treasurers of 
that branch are ex-officio members of the missionary 
committee. 

The students frequently preach in circuits surround- 
ing their place of residence. The third year spent by 
a student in the Institution is counted as the first of 
his probation, provided that he has conducted himself 
to the satisfjGUition of the officers and the committee. 
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SECTION XX.— TEMPERANCE. 

After receiying the report of a committee of enquiry-^, 
the Conference of 1874 passed the following resolutions; 

1. ** That the influence of Weslejan-Methodism in 
opposition to the ctiIs of intemperance should be 
consolidated and further developed ; and that this may 
be done in harmony with the acknowledged discipline 
of the Connexion, and specially with the functions of 
the committee of Privileges and Exigency. 

2. " That any connexional organization which may 
be attempted should rest upon a basis which would 
admit of the hearty co-operation of all persons, whether 
they be abstainers or non-abstainers. 

3. ** That the following ministers and gentlemen be 
appointed a committee for the fuller consideration of 
the details of such an organization, and with instructions 
to report to the Conference of 1876." [Thirty-five 
were appointed.] 

In 1875, the Conference sanctioned the formation of 
Bands of Hope in connection with Sunday schools, and 
under the supervision of the ministers of the circuit 
and the local Sunday school committees. 

In the year 1877, the Conference resolved : — 

*' Considering the magnitude of the evil of intemper- 
ance, and the repeated declarations of previous 
Conferences that the temperance work of Methodism 
ought to be further organized and developed, the 
Conference adopts the schemes for Bands of Hope and 
Circuit Temperance Organizations which have been 
under the care^l consideration of the temperance 
committee for the last two years, and directs that 
these schemes be printed in the Minutes. The 
Conference further expresses an earnest hope that in 
the working of these regulations the spirit of generous 
conciliation in which they have been prepared will be 

^xstantly observed by all classes of our people." 
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SCHEMES FOR BANDS OF HOPE AND CIRCUIT 
TEMPERANCE ORGANIZATIONS. 

I. — BANDS OP HOPE. 

Oljects, Bands of bope are intended to educate the 
young in the principles and practice of sobriety. 

It is a generally recognised fact that many scholars 
on leaving the Sunday school, do not unite themselves 
with the Christian church, or even become members 
of religious congregations ; and it is believed that this 
lamentable defection from Christian ordinances is 
largely owing to prevalent drinking customs. It is 
proposed, therefore, to raise a barrier against the influ- 
ence which those customs exert, by the establishment 
of " Bands of Hope," the specific object of which shall 
be to train our youth in habits of abstinence from all 
intoxicating liquors. 

Among the kindred objects designed to be secured 
by Bands of Hope are : The regular attendance of our 
yoimg people upon public worship ; the inculcation of 
the moral duties of industry, honesty, truthfulness, 
cleanliness, kindness ; the discouragement of the prac- 
tice of smoking ; and the creation of disgust for all 
bad or offensive habits— Sabbath breaking, swearing, 
gambling, and such lika Basing all moral duties upon 
the authority of Holy Scripture, the Band of Hope, 
with its special organization and appliances, is adapted 
to be an important auxiliary to the Sunday school and 
the church, and thus to supply a need which has long 
been felt and acknowledged. 

Frdiminary Steps informing a Band of Hope. — The 
Conference has sanctioned *' the formation of Bands of 
Hope in connection with Sunday schools, under the 
supervision of the ministers of the circuit and the 
local Sunday school committees;" and has directed 
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that 'Hhe number of soch Bands of Hope shall be 
annually Tepc»ted to the Conferenca" (See MinuteSy 
1875.) It is therefore the duty of the promoters of 
this moYement^ first — ^To obtain the sanction of the 
saperintendent of the circnit Seoondlr — ^To bring 
the proposal to establish a Band of Hope before the 
teachers' meeting and before the committee of the 
school ; so that it may be worked in harmony with 
the other arrangements of the school, and that its 
efficiency and nsefhlness may be secured. Thirdly — 
To make application through the superintendent 
minister, for liie use of a room in which the meetings 
of the Band of Hope may be held. 

General Rules, — ^The following Regulations are pro- 
posed as the basis of management for each Band of 
Hope: — 

L It shall be conducted in distinct and ayowed 
connection with the Wesleyan-Methodist society, the 
increase and welfiire of which it shall seek to promote 
in eyeiy practicable way. 

II. The general management shall be entrusted to 
a committee, consisting of (1) all the ministers of the 
circuit, (2) a treasurer, (3) a conductor, secretary, and 
registrar, who shall be members of society, and, by 
preference, officers or teachers in the Sunday schooL 
(4) Six or more persons of whom it is desirable that 
one-half, at least, should be abstainers. The Officers 
and Committee to be elected annually by the Sunday 
school committee. (The Committee to meet once a 
quarter, or oftener if necessary, for the transaction of 
business.) 

IIL The Band of Hope meeting shall be held 
regularly, and begin and end promptly at the time 
announced, always with singing and prayer. No 
ordinaiy meeting should be prolonged beyond an hour 
and a quarter. 
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lY. The speakers at such meeting shall be connected 
with our own or some other branch of the Christian 
church. 

y. The following shall be the form of Declaration 
adopted: "I agree to abstain from all intoxicating 
liquors, as beverages.'' 

VI. Children aboye the age of seren years shall be 
eligible as members 3 children under that age may be 
enrolled as candidates, without making the Declaration. 

Officer 8. — 1. President : The superintendent of the 
circuit, or one of his colleagues, shall be ex-officio 
President; but it may be desirable to elect a Conductor, 
whose duty it shall be to attend every meeting, arrange 
the progranmie, receive the speakers, and in other 
ways see that the business of each meeting is properly 
carried out. N.B. — It is understood that the arrange- 
ment of the programme and all the other details of 
every meeting are under the control of the superin- 
tendent of the circuit and the committee. 

2. Secretary : The Secretary shall take minutes at 
committee meetings, prepare reports, conduct corres- 
pondence, and make arrangements for meetings. 

3. Eegistrar: The Registrar shall keep account of 
officers and members of the Band of Hope, register 
admissions and attendance, record reasons for absence 
and withdrawal, fill up the declaration cards, and 
supply tickets of membership. In many places it may 
be necessary that the offices of secretary and registrar 
should be held by the same person. 

MeTiibership^ dec. — Any child above seven years of 
age desiring to become a member, whose parents do 
not object, shall write his or her name imder the fol- 
lowing declaration: ''I agree to abstain from all 
intoxicating liquors as beverages." 

A declaration book shall be provided and kept for 
that purpose. 
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When the declaration has been kept for three 
monthsy the jonng person will be an acknowledged 
member^ and should purchase the card of membership. 

Especial care should be exercised in the adnnssion 
of members. The greatest pains should be taken to 
ascertain that the child imderstands the nature of 
the engagement into which it desires to enter. The 
plan of visiting the child's parents or guardians should 
be adopted in every case where application is made for 
admission. 

The Candttct of the Band of Hope. — ^Every meeting 
should be commenced with devotional exercises. There 
should be two or three short addresses. Singing should 
be regarded as an important feature in every meeting. 
If any recitations be introduced, nothing vulgar or 
theatrical should be allowed. 

In conducting Bands of Hope it should ever be 
remembered that the sentiments and music introduced 
will linger in the memory and influence the feelings 
and character throughout subsequent years; hence 
they should always be pure, refining, elevating. The 
singing should be lively; the speakers should seek, 
not only to interest and amuse, but also to instruct, 
and thus build up character on the basis of Christian 
principle, ever bearing in mind that <<the harvest 
answereth to the seed." 

N.B. — No sale of literature shall be permitted on 
the Lord's day. 

Auxiliary Agencies, — The efficiency of Bands of Hope 
may be greatly promoted by the introduction of care- 
fully selected literature, by the formation of a singing 
class, by the discreet supervision of all festival arrange- 
ments, by the collection of small subscriptions from 
those who are able to become paying members, and, in 
many cases, by the establishment of a penny bank. 

delation to the Sunday School. — ^As the religious 
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character and harmonious working of the Bands of 
Hope will depend largely upon their close connection 
with the Sunday school, it is very desirable that they 
should, as far as possible, be countenanced and pro- 
moted by the superintendents, officers, and teachers of 
the several schools with which they are associated. 

The Chief Aim, — In order to secure the blessing of 
Almighty God, the Band of Hope should be carried on 
in the spirit of faith and prayer ; the children should 
be clearly taught that total abstinence is no substitute 
for Scriptural conversion ; and the whole organization 
should be constantly regarded as only a means to the 
great end of winning souls for Christ, and of retaining 
them within the fold of His Church. 

II. — CIRCUIT ORGANIZATIONS FOR THB FROMOTION OF 

TSMFBRANCB. 

Title, — Every such organization shall be called a 
" Wesleyan-Methodist Temperance Society." 

Principles. — 1. Every Wesleyan-Methodist Temper- 
ance Society must recognise the principle, already 
sanctioned by the Conference, of the co-operation of 
abstainers and non-abstainers. 2. In the formation of 
such societies the superintendent minister shall be first 
consulted, and his concurrence obtained. 3. Every 
such society shall use the forms of Declaration herein- 
after contained. 

Objects. — To promote temperance, and to remove 
the causes which lead to intemperance. The following 
are the special objects which these societies should 
seek to secure : 1. The diminution of the number of 
licensed houses for the sale of intoxicating liquors, and 
the shortening of the time during which they may be 
open each day. 2. The suppression of beerhouses 
throughout the country. 3. The closing of public- 
houses during the whole of the Lord's day, except for 
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the accommodation of bond fide travellers. 4. The 
curtailment, by appeals to the licensing authorities, of 
facilities for the sale of intoxicating liquors. 5. The 
refusal of dancing and music licences to houses licensed 
for the sale of intoxicating liquors. 6. The removal 
from public-houses of Benefit, Friendly, and Burial 
Clubs, and the discontinuance of the payment of wages 
at such houses. 7. The discouragement of the use of 
intoxicants in ^' toasts " and " drinking of healths ;" in 
social calls and ^' treating '" in business and commercial 
transactions ; and in " footing " and similar customs. 
8. The encouragement of Refreshment Houses and 
Reading Rooms in which strong drink shall not be 
supplied. 9. The entire disuse of intoxicating liquors 
in connection with Sunday school festivals and excur- 
sions, and on similar occasions. 10. The reclaiming 
of those who have "erred through strong drink." 
11. The educating of public opinion on the foregoing 
objects; and the sending of Petitions to Parliament^ 
when deemed desirable by the Connexional Committee 
on Temperance. 12. The encouragement of special 
prayer for the Divine blessing upon the temperance 
movement. 

■ Management. — 1. The superintendent of the Circuit 
shall be ex-officio chairman of the committee of manage- 
ment ; but may, when he shall see fit, appoint one of his 
colleagues to act in his place. 2. The committee of 
management shall, if practicable, be composed of 
abstainers and non-abstainers. Two-thirds at least of 
this committee shall be members of the Wesleyan- 
Methodist Society, and the remainderregular attendants 
on the Wesleyan-Methodist ministry. 3. The ministers 
of the circuit shall be ex-officio members of the com- 
mittee ; the other members of the committee shall be 
elected by the members of such society at their 
annual meeting. 4. The committee shall at its first 
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meeting elect a treasurer and a secretary. The 
committee shall meet as frequently as circumstances 
may require, and, if no minister be present, shall elect 
some other member to preside. 

Membership. — 1. All persons who shall sign and 
observe either of the following Declarations shall be* 
regarded as members : — 

Abstaining Members, — I hereby agree to abstain, 
from all intoxicating liquors, as beverages ; and will 
endeavour to promote the objects of this society. 

Ifon-Abstaining Members. — I hereby agree to exert 
myself for the suppression of intemperance, and will 
endeavour to promote the objects of this society. 2. 
Members shall be requested to contribute towards the 
expenses of the circuit organization. 

further legislation. 

** For increasing the efficiency of the Temperance 
Schemes already sanctioned, and of bringing their 
operation into closer agreement with our general 
system, the Conference approves the following addi- 
tional regulations for circuit and district action:. 
(i) The Wesleyan-Methodist temperance societies and 
bands of hope in any circuit may be formed into a 
Circuit Temperance Union, (ii) Every such Unioa 
shall be managed by a committee, annually elected, 
consisting equiJly, if possible, of abstainers and non- 
abstainers, and comprising all the ministers of the 
circuit, together with twelve or more persons, one half 
of whom shall be elected by the band or bands of hope 
in the circuit in such proportions as may be locally 
determined ; and the other half shall, in like manner, 
be elected by the temperance society or societies of 
the circuit. The elective body of each band of hope 
or temperance society shall be, for this purpose, its 
own committee. (Hi) The circuit union committee 
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«hall app6int firam among themaelTes a treasurer and 
secretaries, (tv) The secretaries shall oonvene and 
^tnke minates of meetings of the conmiittee; keep a 
record of returns receiyed fix>m the temperance societies 
and bands of hope ; furnish, in due time, the returns 
required tor the district temperance secretaEy's report ; 
and attend generailj to the affairs of the circuit 
i^mperance union, (v) The superintendent of the 
circuit shall be ex<^ffiao chairman of the committee ; 
but may, when he shall see fit, appoint one of his 
colleagues, or some other member of the committee, 
to act in his place. (o») At the September district 
meeting a ministerial district temperance secretazy 
shall be appointed, to whom shall be sent all returns 
and reports from the circuit unions, bands of hope, 
and temperance societies. It shall be the duty of this 
secretary to prepare a report on the temperance work 
in the (Ustrict, and to submit the same to the district 
meeting in May, and afterwards forward it, with any 
resolutions of the district meeting thereupon, to the 
secretaries of the general temperance committee." 
1879. 

^' The Conference recommends that on the second 
Sunday in December in each year special reference 
shall be made in all Wesleyan-Methodist places of 
worship, and in all Wesleyan Sunday schools, to the 
appalling extent and dire results of intemperance in 
Great Britain." 1882. 



SECTION XXI.— CONNEXIONAL FUNDS. 

1. Circuit Fund for the support of the miniskry, — 
This fund comprises contributions of members in the 
classes ; public collections, usually once a quarter, but 
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-oftener in some circuits; private contributions of 
persons not in society, occasional, and a few quarterly; 
:and, in some places, contributions from the income of 
•chapel trusts. 

2. The CMldrefrCa Fundy towards the support of 
ministers' childrea Each circuit contributes to this 
fund according to the number of members reported in 
March. 

The Conference of 1882 resolved that ''in conse- 
quence of important connexional changes since the 
establishment of the Children's Fund in 1819, it has 
become necessary to find a more equitable basis of 
assessment for the purposes of this fund than the 
number of enrolled members only, so that the pressure 
now unfairly resting on many circuits may be removed." 
The Conference therefore appointed a large committee 
of finance, to which '' the consideration of the memo- 
rials and suggestions relating to this subject" is 
referred. 

3. The ^chooU Fund, for the education of ministers' 
children. Sustained by annual public collections and 
subscriptions. In some years aid has also been received 
from the Children's Fund. For resolutions respecting 
the schools, see Minutes for 1881. 

4. The Worfir<mt Mimsteri and Minister^ Widowi 
Fund, — ^This is maintained by contributions in the 
classes, in the month of October, and by annual public 
collections. Private subscriptions are also received in 
May or June. These constitute one fund for the bene- 
fit of supernumerary ministers and ministers' widows, 
in aid of the Annuitant Society, to which most of the 
ministers in full work contribute not less than six 
pounds yearly : hence the name. The Auxiliary Fund, 
The scale of allowances is regulated by the income. 

5. The Home-Mission and Contingent Fund, estab- 
lished by Mr. Wesley, at the Conference of 1749. 
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Full information is given respecting this fund in 
Section XVI. 

6. The Foreign Mission Fund, — ^Missions to the 
heathen were begun by the Methodist Society in the 
year 17B6. Their Tast extension in subsequent years, 
and the innumerable gifts by which they have been 
and are sustained, need not be stated here. 

7. The General Chapel Fund realises about nine 
thousand pounds annually, from public collections and 
subscriptions. See Section XVIII. 

8. The Theological Institution Fund is supported 
by public collections and subscriptions. The branches 
at Didsbury, Headingley and Birmingham, are entirely 
dependent on these sources of income and other volun^ 
tary gifts of friends. 

9. The WtsUyan Education Fund is still an important 
ona From it grants are made to local committees in 
aid of outfit — ^and, in a few very needy cases, towards 
maintenance. But the chief items of expenditure are 
in connection with the training of Teachers, who, on 
the whole, are inferior to none in the country, while 
the'care that is taken with regard to their Christian 
character is a matter of the highest consequence to all 
the schools in which they are employed. The total 
yearly income of the fund is under seven thousand 
pounds. 

10. The Children's Home and Orphanage Fund is a 
precious boon to hundreds upon hundreds of the forlorn 
little ones. Besides the large institution in London, 
there are branches in Lancashire, Kent, Birmingham, 
the Isle of Man, and in Canada* Children are received 
from any part of the country. 

1 1. The Wesleyan SeamerCs Mission Fund is sustained 
by contributions in London and in several parts of the 
country. 

1 2. The Fund for the Extension of Methodism in Great 
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Britain was established in 1874, and has given much 
aid in the erection of chapels where the need was 
pressing, and in the enlargement of others. The fund 
is under the control of a committee appointed yearly 
by the Conference. The Relief and Extension Fund for 
Methodism in Scotland is affording similar help in that 
part of the kingdom. See Minutes, 1881. 

13. District Sustentation Fund, — Proposals made for 
the establishment in each District of a fund for the 
purpose of aiding aud encouraging circuits to increase, 
where necessaiy, the allowances to their ministers 
induced the Conference of 1873 to refer the subject to 
the consideration of the District Meetings. The reports 
returned were such as to lead the Home-Mission 

' Committee unanimously to recommend certain Resolu- 
tions, which were adopted by the Conference of 1874. 
The Committees are appointed at the Financial Dis- 
trict Meetings, and Districts having a surplus remit 
the same for the assistance of necessitous Districts. 
The Conference recommends the continuance of such 
efforts " until the Circuits shall have raised the 
allowances to an amount which shall satisfy the 
requirements of the several District Meetings respec- 
tively." 1874. 

14. Minister^ Rest Fund, — See Minutes, 1882. 

15. Necessitous Local Preachers* Fund, — A. grant 
having been made from the Thanksgiving Fund for the 
benefit of necessitous Local Preachers, the Conference 
of 1881 resolved : (1.) That a Trust be formed, con- 
sisting of seven pei*sons, three of whom shall be 
ministers, and four laymen, to hold, invest, and apply 
the grant from the Thanksgiving Fund for the benefit 
of necessitous local preachers, according to such rules 
and regulations as the Conference may, from time to 
time, direct. (2.) That the same trustees shall be 
empowered, by a provision of the trust deed^ to hold, 

L 



162 A HANDY DIOEST. 

investy and apply, under the direction of the Con- 
ference, any other sums of money which may be 
hereafter given or bequeathed for the benefit of 
necessitous local preachers. (3.) That the trust-deed 
shall provide for the filling up of any vacancy which 
may occur by death, or by any cause which to the 
Conference may seem fit or necessary as a cause to be 
inserted in the trust-deed, disqualifying any trustee 
from continuing in the trust. (4.) That the prepara- 
tion of the deed be referred to the Committee 
appointed to suggest a clause empowering the Con- 
ference to modify trusts in the future settlement of 
connexional property. (See p. 294 of Minutes for 
1881.) (5.) That with the view of giving immediate 
effect to the grant from the Thanksgiving Fund, the 
Conference empowers the Committee appointed . by 
Resolution V. to frame a scheme for payments to 
necessitous local preachers, which shall be presented 
to the next Conference for approval, and in the mean- 
time to make payments in accordance with that 
scheme. 

The first Trustees are the Rev. G. 0. Bate, D. J. 
Waller, and S. Lees, with Messrs. Jn. Beauchamp, G. 
Lidgett, H. A. Smith, and S. D. Waddy, Q.C. 

Sp£OIal Funds have given invaluable help to the 
work of God at home and abroad. The Centenary 
Fund, in 1839: receipts, £222,221 8s. 5d.— The 
Relief and Extension Fund, in 1853 : receipts, 
£81,969 19s. 6d.— The Missionary Jubilee Fund, in 
1863: receipts, £188,925 10s. lid— The Thanks- 
giving Fund is not yet (December, 1882) completed : 
the promises now amount to £303,705 17a lid. 

Lay Missions, on an extensive scale, are supported 
by our societies in London, Manchester, and Liverpool 
Reports are annually presented to the district meetings 
and the Conference. 
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SECTION XXII.— ADDENDA. 

PLAN OP PACIFICATION. 

This document is contained in the Minutes for 1795, 
in which year it was prepared and issued, for the 
purpose of allaying excitement in different parts of the 
Connexion. The subjects mentioned are — service in 
'^ church hours," the administration of the sacraments 
in our chapels, and points of discipline affecting trustees 
and ministers — questions which have not caused any 
disquiet for many years. 

ELECTION OP mixed COMMITTEES OP DEPARTMENTS. 

I. — In the judgment of the Conference it is neither 
desirable nor practicable to conform all committees of 
departments to one model, either with respect to con- 
siderations governing the appointment of individual 
members, or with respect to the number of members of 
which each committee should consist. As to the latter 
point, the Conference is of opinion — That the number 
of members constituting departmental committees may 
vary with the nature and range of the work entrusted 
to each committee; but that, while the number of 
persons appointed to serve on any departmental com- 
mittee should, on the one hand, be adequate for the 
efficient discharge of all its duties, and for securing the 
confidence of the Connexion in its administration, it 
should not, on the other hand, be larger than may be 
necessary for these purposes. 

II. — The Conference adopts the following Resolutions 
respecting mixed committees of connexional depart- 
ments : 1. That members of Society, whether they are 
members of the Conference in its representative section 
or not, shall be eligible for appointment upon depart- 
mental committees. 2. That the President of the 
Conference, the Ex-President, and the Secretary of the 
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Conference, shall be ex-officio members of every 
committee of a connexional department. 3. That 
although exceptions may be occasionally admitted, 
erery committee of a connexional department shall 
ordinarily consist of an eqoal number of ministers (in 
addition to the President) and of laymen. 4. That no 
minister who is not an officer of a d<^partmental com- 
mittee shall remain upon that committee as a member 
more than six consecutive years, unless he shall have 
been nominated for a further appointment thereon by 
the vote of four-fifths of the members of the committee 
present. 5. That the Standing Order (No. 16) of the 
Conference (Minutes, 1880, p. 264) be amended so as 
to read as follows: That a certain number of lay 
gentlemen, being at least one-sixth of the number of 
lay members of each departmental conunittee, shall 
annually retire from each committee by rotation, the 
same persons being ineligible for immediate reappoint- 
ment, except in special cases, and after nomination for 
such re-appointment by the vote of four-fifths of the 
committee present. 1881. 

N.B. — The foregoing Resolutions apply to all 
Connexional Mixed Committeea For an example, see 
Section XVIII. 

COHHITTEE ON APPEALS AND OTHER CASES. 

At each Conference the President shall nominate, 
not later than the second day, a committee of twenty- 
one members of the Conference, to whom shall be 
referred, without discussion, all cases requiring further 
enquiry touching the character of ministers or preachers 
on trial, immediately after the reading of the minutes 
of district committees thereupon, or of any notice of 
charge or appeal relating thereto, or for any reason 
which the Conference may deem sufficient. 

Any complainant or appellant, or any person under 
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enquiry, may object to one in three of the members of 
the said committee sitting on his case ; and the Presi- 
dent shall then appoint some other member of the 
Conference to act instead of the member so objected to. 
Special cases to be decided upon by the Conference 
may be referred to the whole committee ; but it shall, 
for ordinary purposes, be divided into three sections, 
for each of which a convener shall be appointed, who 
shall be responsible for preparing the business of the 
committee. 1873. 

CONFEBBNCB PLAN. 

The superintendents of those circuits in which the 
Conference may, from year to year, assemble, shall, 
with the previous approbation of the President (as 
already required by rule), complete and print, not later 
than the 15th day of June in each year, a Plan of the 
order of preaching in the principal chapels during the 
session of the Coiderence ; and shall also, on or before 
the above date, inform every person whom they have 
appointed to preach in those chapels, of the time and 
place of such appointment. Aiid in order that the 
Plan thus prepared may not be violated, to the 
disappointment of our friends, and to the great 
inconvenience of other parties concerned, no minister 
who attends the Conference shall be at liberty to make 
an engagement to preach in any other circuit, either 
on the Sabbath or on any other day, during the period 
appointed for the meeting of the Conference, at the 
time for which his name shall be inserted on the 
Conference Plan. 1827. 

THE PASTORAL ADDRESS. 

The superintendents are directed to appoint special 
society meetings, to be held at the principal chapels 
in the circuits, for the purpose of hearing the pastoral 
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addrew read and made the aabject of suitable remarks 
and exhortations. (Standing Order.) The superin- 
tendents are directed gratuitouslj to funmh every 
steward, local preacher, and leader in their respective 
circuits, with a copy of the pastoral address of the 
Conference to the societies. 1821. 

MINISTEBS' MONTHLY MEETINGS. 

The preachers of different circuits, when resident in 
the same town, are advised to meet at least once in 
every month, for the purposes of mutual conference and 
prayer, in order to promote brotherly love, and to 
afford frequent and regular opportunities for friendly 
consultation on subjects of common concern in their 
respective circuits. 1827. 

SFEOIAL SERVICES. 

In accordance with suggestions from certain large 
district committees, the Conference deems it expedient 
to direct superintendents not to sanction the occupation 
of any of our chapels for continuous service by persons 
who are not amenable to our regular discipline. The 
object of this record is not to discourage efforts to 
promote revivals of religion (for these we have ever 
sought to encourage by such means as consist with 
sound doctrine and godly order), but to prevent 
irregularities which tend to impair the tnie and lasting 
prosperity of the church. 1862. Also 1807. 

EXAMINATION OF PUPIL-TEACHERS. 

The Conference directs that the annual examination 
of pupil-teaohers in religious knowledge shall be held 
on the last Saturday in October and on the first 
Saturday in March ; that the questions shall be pre- 
pared by the general committee ; that the examination 
shall be held, either in the several circuits by the 
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superintendent ministers or their colleagues, or at 
suitable places for central district examinations, as may 
be determined by the September district meetings, and 
agreed to by the respective school committees; and 
that the written answers shall be forwarded to the 
general secretary, and shall be valued by a Central 
Board of Examiners to be elected by the general 
committee. The Conference further recommends that, 
in connection with central examinations, meetings of 
teachers and pupil-teachers be held under the direction 
of the chairman of the district and the district educa- 
tional secretary. 1873. 1878. 

SACRAMENTAL WINE. 

1. The Conference cannot sanction the use of any- 
thing which is not the "fruit of the vine" in the 
administration of the Lord^s Supper. 2. The Con- 
ference cannot sanction any usage in the administration 
of that ordinance which is the expression of Christian 
unity, which would tend to divide members into two 
classes. 3. It believes that the use of Rota Tent 
Wine, so extensively used among professing Christians 
at the Supper of the Lord, would avoid all reasonable 
cause of offence, either to abstainers or non-abstainers. 
1877. 

MINISTERS IN DEPARTMENTAL OFFIOES. 

The Conference having received the report of the 
committee appointed to consider the relation to their 
respective district committees of ministers set apart to 
departmental offices, resolves : 1 . That it is expedient 
when ministers are appointed to work together as 
colleagues in any department, they should be members 
of the same district committee ; but that any minister 
appointed to a department who has not a colleague 
should be a member of the committee of the district 
in which he resides. 2. That as regards disciplinary 
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and pastoral questknis there is no ressoii for jJtering 
the anangement at present existing by which the 
officers of the Weslejan Missionary Society, the Home 
Mission Fund, and the Conference office, are attached 
to the First London District ; hot that the secretaries 
of the Metropolitan Chapel Building Fnnd, and the 
Fund for the Fxtension of Methodism, neither of whom 
has a colleague, shall be attached to the district in 
which they reside. 1882. 

FIBE INSURANCE. 

The desirableness of a Company for the Insurance 
of connexional property against loss by Fire was felt 
as early as in 1818, when the Con&rence invited 
the attention of preachers and trustees to a scheme 
suggested by gentlemen in Leeds and Wakefield. In 
1823 and 1824 the Conference again noticed with 
fsLvowc proposals for the same object; and in 1845 it 
directed the Chapel Committee to "consider the 
practicability and expediency of adopting some general 
principle of insurance from fire." In 1861 the subject 
was once more raised, but without any practical result. 
Nothing daunted by the past, the Conference of 1870 
appointed a select committee to " review the several 
plans which had been proposed, and to report to the 
next Conference." Two years afterwards a Limited 
Liability Company was formed, and was recommended 
by the Conference to the hearty support of ministers 
and trustees. After paying expenses (the dividend to 
shareholders not to exceed five per cent) the profits 
are to be applied (1) To the increase of the Worn-out 
Ministers, and Ministers' Widows' Fund, and (2) For 
the benefit of the Chapel Trusts insuring with the 
Company. About 85 per cent of all the trust pro- 
perties in Great Britain are now (1882) insured with 
this Company. 110, King Street, Manchester. 
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We may fairly hope that those trustees who have 
property under their care not yet insured will avail 
themselves of the advantages offered by this Company. 

REGULATIONS AS TO THE TIME OF OBTAINING 
GONNEXIONAL FUNDS. 

Womrot^Ministers^ Fund. — Donations in the classes, 
in October : private subscriptions, in May : public col- 
lections, in July. 

Home Mission and Contingent Fund, — Public 
collections, in October, or (if the Foreign Missionary 
Anniversary be in the Autumn) in April; private 
subscriptions, in December; donations in classes, in 
ApriL Bemit the portion from Juvenile Associations 
in October, January, April, and July. 

Schools^ Fund. — Public collections and private sub- 
scriptions in November. 

Theological Institution, — Public collections, in Decem- 
ber ; private subscriptions, in January. 

Chapel Fund, — Public collections and private sub- 
scriptions, in Februaiy. 

Education Fund. — Public collections, in March; 
private subscriptions, in April. 

Foreign Missions, — Public collections, at the time of 
holding the missionary meeting ; where no meeting is 
held, collections to be made in May : private subscrip- 
tions, weekly, monthly, quarterly, or annually, as most 
convenient to subscribers. Early remittances are very 
desirable. The portion from Juvenile Associations, to 
be remitted quarterly. 1882. ^ 
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Affiliated Conferences, 108. 

Affliction of ministers, grants towards, 116. 

Allowances, ministerial, increase of, 115. 

Amusements, worldly, 21. 

Anthems, rule concerning, 35. 

Annuities on cliapels or other trust property, 138, 143. 

Appeals from members under discipline, 24. 

Appeals, Conference committee on, 164. 

Army and Navy sub-committee, 111, 125. 

Assistants to ministers, 130. 

Auxiliary fund, 159. 

Backsliders, care for, 79. 83, 89. 

Band meetings, 18. 

Bands of hope, rules for, 151. 

Bankruptcies, rule concerning, 26. 

Baptism, 19. 

Birmingham college, 149. 

Book-room, origin of, 131 ; management of, 131. 

Boundaries of circuits, 89. 

Bribery at elections, 22. 

Bunting, Rev. Dr., 98. 

Canada, Western, Conference, 108. 

Candidates for the ministry, 63. 

Catechisms, 47 ; examination in, 50. 

Centenaiy fund, 162. 

Chairman of a district^ 92 ; duties of, 92 ; incapacity or death 
of, 94 ; trial of accused, 94. 

Chapels, erection or enlargement of, 41 ; to be sanctioned by 
quarterly meeting, 41 ; by district committee, 42 ; by 
ohapel committee, 135 ; modification of terms, 42 ; return 
of completed cases, 42, 140 ; irregular cases, 42 ; sale of, 
143 ; reduction of debts on, 43, 144 ; opening or re-opening 
of, 41, 140 ; marriages in, 43. 

Chapel cases, suggestions respecting, 41. 

Chapel committee, origin of, 182 ; constitution of, 133 ; com- 
pendium of rules of, 133 ; income of, 134, 160. 

Chapel stewards. 32. 

Charity commissioners, applicaUons to, 41, 143. ^ 

Children's fund, 159. 

Children's meetings. 77. 
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Children, ministers*, support of, 159 ; schools for, 71, 159 ; 
educational allowance for, 72. 

Children's home and orphanage. 160. 

Church, Christian, 9. 

Circuits, boundaries of, 39 ; division of, 39 ; with only one 
minister, 37, 93 ; without a number, 93. 

Circuit memorials, 37. 

Circuit chapel secretary, 37, 41. 

Circuit quarterly meeting, 36. 

Cbxjuit meeting, special, 24. 

Circuit stewards, 81, 92. 

Circuit Sunday school union, 51. 

Circuit temperance societies, 155 ; temperance union, 157. 

Circuit trayelling, grants to ministers for, 116. 

Class leaders. See leaders. 

Class meetings, 10, 17. 

Commercial failures, 26 

Committee on appeals, 164. 

Committees, departmental, constitution of, 163. 

Committee of privileges, 109. 

Committees of review, 98. 

Conference, 96, 97 ; ministerial, 98, 99 ; representative, 98 ; 
Rev. J. Wesley's letter to, 97. 

Conference, Irish, 107. 

Conferences, affiliated, 108. 

Conference, lay representation in, 98. 

Conference pastoral address, 165. 

Conference plan, 165. 

Conference towns, 107. 

Connexional funds, 158; time of obtaining, 169; special funds, 162. 

Contingent fund. See home mission fund. 

Country places, care for, 76. 

Covenant service, 16. 

Dancing, 21. 

Day-schools, 55 ; discontinuance of, 60 ; transfer to school- 
boards, 60. 

Day-schools, middle class, 62. 

December quarterly meeting, 37. 

Deeds, enrolment or registration of, 141 ; care of, 141 ; inter- 
pretation of, 43 ; may be required by committee, 145. 

Deed of Declaration, or Deed Poll, 96. 

Departments, mixed committees of, 163. 

Departmental offices, ministers in, 167. 

Didsbury college, 149. 

Discipline, to be observed, 84. 

Districts, origin of, 89 ; authority of committee, 89. 
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Butzicfc metiHng, May, 90; September, 90; minor, 66, 91; 

•peeul« 9L 
Dutrict mfeetang, Uy members of, 92. 
Districfc mJMionarii*, 114, 124. 
Dirtrict aecretoiy, 94, 
District aub-committees — diapel, 135, 143 ; home misfiUMi, 115 ; 

SundAy-flchool, 54, 62, 
District diapel secretuy, 136, 142 ; edacation, 54, 59 ; tern- 

peranoe, 158. 
District sustentation fond, 161. 
Division of circuits, 39. 
Eastern British Ameri««., Conference in, 109. 
Education Committee, 55 ; to be consulted prior to the erection 

of day-schools, 133 ; education fund, 160. 
Education secretary, district, 54, 59. 
EnUtfgement of chapels, definition of, 135. 
Enrolment of trust deeds, 41, 14L 
Examination of candidates for ministry, 63. 
Examination of probationers, 64. 
Examination of pupU-teachers, 61, 166. 
Exhorters, 34. 

Exigency, committee o^ 109. 
Expulsion of members, 23. 
Failures, commercial, 26. 
Family religion, 21, 79. 
Fast, quarterly, 16, 78 ; duty of fasting. 16. 
FeUowship, Christian, 9. 

Financial district meeting, 90 ; secretary, 94, 113. 
Fire, insurance against, 143, 168. 
France, affiliated conference of, 108. 
Funds, statement of, 158 ; special, 162. 
Funds, time to obtahi connexional, 169. 
Furniture, circuit, grants for, 118. 
Furniture, supernumeraries*, grants for, 130. 
Grants, to new chapels, 145. 
Grants, to reduce chapel debts, 144. 
Ground rent, capitalization of, 138. 
Headingley college, 149. 
Helper, twelve rules of a, 72, 75. 
Holy Spirit, need of, 81, 85. 
Home minion committee. 111 ; meetings of, 112 ; may invite 

ministers, 112 ; compendium of regulations, 110. 
Home mission fund, 113 ; grants to various objects, 115 ; 

not to preachers on trial, 117 ; district administration of, 

114. 
Home miudonary meetings, 113. 
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Home missionary ministers, work of, 118 ; relation of to superin<' 
tendents, 122; appointment of, 122; journals, reports, 121. 

Hozton college, 149. 

Insurance of trust property, 143, 168. 

Insurance company, Wesleyan, 168. 

Invitations to ministers, 36 ; to home missionary ministers, 112. 

Ireland, conference in, 107. 

Journal, conference, 103, 105. 

Journal of home missionary, 121. 

Jubilee missionary fund, 162. 

June quarterly meeting, 37. 

Junior society classes, 27. 

Juvenile home and foreign missionary associations, 113. 

Eingswood school, 71. 

Kneeling in prayer, 34. 

Large minutes, 74, 75. 

Large towns, members in, 27. 

Lawsuits, due sanction required for, 109, 143. 

Lay members of May and September district meetings, 92. 

Lay missions, 127, 162 ; lay agents, 126. 

Lay representatives to conference, election of, 98. 

Leaders, appointment of. 28 ; duties of, 12, 78. 

Leaders' meetings, 29, 78 ; relation of to Sunday-schools, 30 ; to 
be held regularly, 29 ; secretary to, 29. 

Legal conference, 96. 

Libraries, Sunday-school, 48, 50, 59. 

List of reserve, 64. 

Liverpool lay mission, 162. 

Liverpool resolutions, 74. 

Loans to new chapels, 145 ; to liquidate chapel debts, 144. 

Local preachers, 33 ; fund for necessitous, 161. 

Local preachers* meetings, 33, 34. 

Lord's day, 20, 48, 79, 80. 

Lord's supper, 16, 79, 167. 

Lovefeast, the, 17. 

Manchester lay mission, 162. 

March quarterly meeting, 36. 

Marriage, of members, 22 ; of ministers, 65. 

Marriages in Wesleyan chapels, 43. 

Members, admission of, 10 ; recognition of new, 15 ; duties of, 
13, 15 ; in large towns, 27 ; record of number of, 69 ; 
removal of, 27 ; disorderly behaviour of at quarterly visita- 
tion, 26 ; list of in circuit book, 81 ; trial of accused, 23, 25 ; 
expulsion of, 15, 23 ; appeal of to district meeting and 
conference, 24. 

Memorials to conference, 37. 
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Ifietiopolitan diapd boBdiiig fond, 14& 

Meti^olittti Uy miflBOB, 129. 

Ifiddk daa day-Mhoda, 62. 

ifmimi^ru — rajwjvlatew^ 63 ; probstianiiy, 64 ; maxTiige of, 65 ; 
manied, ivithoot hooaea, 117 ; inTitaftioa o^ 36 ; reiom of 
to circnitB, 65 ; aapexinteDdent^ 68 ; lioaie miaaioDary, 68 ; 
aapemumerazy, 70 ; attandaaoe <^ at official meetingB, 
66, 80 ; atteodanoe of at cooferaioe, 70 ; aiwrjntanta to, 69 ; 
sappoit €ij 158 ; for army or oaTy, 126 ; temponiy rest of, 
70, 129 ; weekly meeiiiigB o^ 82, 89 ; monthly meetinga of, 
166 ; in departmental offioei^ 167 ; trial of aocaaed, 66 ; 
aoapended or expelled, 34. 

MInistera' rest fond, 161. 

Miniaten' children, schools for, 71. 

Minor district meeting, 66, 91. 

Mission diapels, 147. 

Miff^"^*"*, foreign, 160. 

Missions, home. See Home Mission. 

Model deed, chapel, 40, 141. 

Modification of terms, chapel caaes^ 42, 139. 

Necessitous local preachers, 161. 

New Kingswood school, 71. 

New rules, regulations concerning, 37, 99. 

Normal Institution, 55. 

North Wales chapel fund, 148. 

Offidal meetings, attendance of ministers at, 66. 

Oldham Street Trustees, Manchester, faithfulness o^ 90. 

Ordinances, sacred, 14, 15. 

Ordination of miuisters, 65. * 

Organs, erection of in chapels, 139. 

Pacification, plan of, 163. 

Pastoral duties, 65, 72, 74, 78, 82, 84, 85. 

Pastoral address, Conference, 165. 

Plan, Conference, 165. 

Poll deed, or deed of declaration, 96. 

Poor stewurds, and poor fund, 31. 

Prayer, posture in, 35 ; prayer meetings, 76, 77. 

Preachers on trial, 64 ; not eligible for grants for aflEliction, &c., 
from home mission fund, 117. 

Preadiing, gospel, 74, 75, 84. 

President^ election, 105 ; duties of, 105 ; illness or death of, 106. 

Privileges, committee of, 109. 

Provincial centres, Sundiay-school, 54, 55. 

Public worship, 34 ; dut^ of preacher, 35. 

Pupil-teachers, examination of, 61, 166. 

Quarterly fast, 16, 78. 
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Quarterly meetiDgs, 36. 

Quarterly visitation of classes, 78, 88, 89. 

QueeDSwood school, 72. 

Recognition of new members, 15. 

Registration of trust deeds, 41, 141. 

Relief of trust property, by loans, 43, 144 ; by grants, 145. 

Relief and extension fund (1853), 162. 

Relief and extension fund for Scotland, 161 

Removal expenses, grants for, 116. 

Removal notes, members', 27. 

Renewal of trusts, 40, 141. 

Representatives to the Conference, 98, 103. 

Reserve, list of, 64. 

Richmond college, 149. 

Rules of the society, 11. 

Sacraments. See Baptism and Lord's Supper. 

Sacramental wine, 167. 

Sale of trust property, 143. 

Schedules, chapel, 41, 147 ; education, 58 ; society, 81. 

Schools' fund, 159. 

Schoolrooms, erection of, 57, 60 ; when part of chapel trust, 
138. 

Scotland, return of ministers to circuits in, 66 ; relief and exten- 
sion fund for, 161. 

Seamen's mission, 160. 

Secretary, conference, 106 ; district, 94 ; district chapel, 136, 
142 ; district education, 54, 59 ; district temperance, 158 ; 
circuit chapel, 37, 41 ; quarterly meeting, 36 ; leaders' 
meeting, 29 ; Sunday-school, 45, 46, 50. 

September quarterly meeting, 87. 

Singing, 35. 

Society, 9 ; rules of, 11. 

Society meetings, 19, 76. 

Society stewards, 81. 

South African conference, 109. 

South Wales chapel fund, 148. 

Special circuit meeting, 24. 

Special district meeting, 91. 

Special funds, 162. 

Special services, 166. 

Stationing committee, 95. 

Statistics of day and Sunday-schools, 58. 

Stewards — See circuit, chapel, poor, and society. 

Stewards, change and re-election of, 32. 

Stoke Newington college, 149. 

Students in Theological Institution, 149. 
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Sub-committees, district, chapel, 135, 143; Sunday-sdipol, 54, 

55, 62 ; home mission, 115. • ■ ' 

Sunday-schools, 44; rules of, 44; officers of, 46; libraries for, 

48, 50 ; day of special prayer for, 55. 
Sunday-school meetings, 46. 
Sunday-school uniou, circuit, 51 ; connexional, 53. 
Superintendents, circuit, 68, 81, 93, 106. 
Supernumeraries, 70, 159 ; grant to for furniture, 130 ; for one 

year, 129. 
Supplies, ministerial, how sent, 93, 106 ; support of, 116. 
Teachers, day-school, 57 ; Sunday-school, 47, 50. 
Temperance, resolutions on, 150 ; circuit societies, 155 ; circuit 

union, 157 ; district secretaiy, 158. 
Temperance Sunday, 158. 
Thanksgiving fund, 162. 

Theological Institution, origin of, 149 ; branches of, 149. 
Tract committee, 63, 131. 
Tract societies in circuits, 63. 
Travelling, circuit, grant towards, 116. 
Trial of accused members, 23, 25 ; trustees, 25 ; ministers, 66 ; 

chairmen, 94. 
Trinity Hall school, Southport, 72. 
Tiiist deeds, 40, 141 ; care of, 141 ; enrolment or registration 

of, 41, 141 ; interpretation of, 43. 
Trusts, renewal of, 40, 141. 
Trustees, 40 ; accounts to be audited, 40 ; suggestions to, 41 ; 

trial of accused, 25. 
Trustees' meetings, 40 ; minutes of, 40 ; united, 40, 142. 
Twelve rules of a helper, 72, 75. 
United Trustees' meeting, 40, 142. 
Vacancies, ministerial, supply of, 93, 106, 116. 
Wales, north, chapel fund, 148 ; south, 148. 
Watch-night services, 20. 
Wesley, "Resv, John, his letter to the Conference, 97 ; his deed of 

declaration, 96 ; on the ministerial order, 4 ; resolution 

concerning his Works, 65. 
Wine, sacramental, 167. 
Woodhouse Qrove, 62, 71. 
Worldly amusements and conformity, 21. 
Worn-out ministers' and widows' fund, 159. 
Worship, family, 21, 80 ; public, 34, 79. 
Yearly collection, 112. 
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